O'NEILL'S 


By Peter Damalas 


fter weeks of speculation 

regarding the yacant chief exec- 

uutive position, Australian 
Soccer Association chairman Frank 
Lowy has finally got his man. 

John O'Neill, the managing director 
and chief executive of Australian Rugby 
Union from 1995 to 2004, will be at the 
helm of the sport for a three year period, 
with the possibility of extending this peri- 
od to four more years at the end of the: 
teri. 

He brings with him an impressive track 
secord, having turned around the fiscal 
fortunes of rugby. in Australia during his 
temure with the code, 


which has been acclaimed as the best 
event of the sport’s five tournaments, 


But following the announcement last 
Friday, O'Neill did acknowledge the size 
of the task ahead of him. 

“There is undoubtedly a lot of work to 
do, but I welcome the challenge and see 
this appointment as a terrific opportunity 

” to use my experience in sport and in busi- 
ness to fulfil both the sporting and com- 
mercial potential of soccer in Australia,” 
he told the ASA website. 

“My background has been in banking 
and rugby, but I see myself first and fore- 
most as a sports administrator and there 
are few more attractive challenges right 
now than helping revive soccer's fortunes; 
it is;a’ unique environment ia. which to. do 


~ WOW Alter having securing the services of a 


ly determined to ensure the CEO position 
vwas filled by the most credible person. 


+ REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIAN POST 


+ PUBLICATIONS No. NBQ5S726 


“T have known Mr O'Neill for many 
years. He has been a successful banker and 
is well-known for the success he has 
achieved with rugby union,” he said. 

“His experience and acknowledged suc- 
cess and profile in both the sporting and 
corporate sectors is exactly what soccer 
needs,” he said. 

The Jatest administrative ‘all star’ that 
has jumped on board the soccer bandwag- 
on in the last few months has allowed 
Lowy to step back into his preferred non- 
executive role. 

“The appointment will enable me to 
assume the Tole | initially envi when 
1 agreed to become involved. in soccer 
again, that of non-executive chairman 
responsible, for.bringing about the vision I 
have for the game and guiding’ overall 
strategy, rather than being involved in 
day-to-day management,” he said. 

Lowy will be the chairman of both the 


The new CEO John O'Neill. 


ASA and the new league, while O'Neill 
will also be the managing director of the 
league. 

He stated that co-ordination and consis- 
tency is required in the running of the gov- 
eming body and the league in order to 
“maximise the commercial benefits,” 
hence the dual role of O'Neill. 

Lowy explained the importance of this, 
and outlined what will be the main focus 
of the administration at this point, 

“Potential sponsors and commercial 
partners are looking for a clear, consistent 
strategy for the game at all levels, includ- 
ing the new league, and this structure will 
deliver that. 

“While we have achieved much over 
the past few months, Now that a CEO has 
been appointed, work on all fronts. will be 
accelerated, particularly on the introduc- 
tion of the new national league which will 
be the top priority,” he said__ 


outer-western 


By John Economos 


ARCONI on 
Saturday night 
will clash with 


neighbouring Sydney 
United at the Marconi 
Stadium in a fierce hattle- 
royale, Not only are both 
sides desperately striving 
for League points to 


cement a spot in the ‘Top 
Six’, but sweet victory has 
been spiced up with a 
Special Cup plus, a bonus 
cheque for $25,000, waiting 
for the victor. 

Despite Saturday being 
Valentine's Day, it’s 
absolutely certain neither 
teams will be in any romantic 
mood as they strive for a 


“Top Six’ finish. 

This is the 15th 
Anniversary of that most 
memorable 1988 “classic 
NSL Grand Final played at 
the Parramatta Stadium 
when these two great Clubs 
clashed for the National 
Championship decider. 

Tn front of a 
boisterous crowd of 17,064 


Coaches and captains from left to right: Sydney United’s Manager Grent Lee, 
and captain Mark Rudan with Marconi’s captain Brad Maloney and Manager 


Jean-Paul de Marigny. Photo courtesy of Ms Stella De Franceso. 


and refereed by Chris 
Bambridge, Marconi strug- 
gled to victory in this epic 
battle by the slenderest of 
margins. 

With the scoreline locked 
in at an extremely tense 2-2 
after extra time, (Caldern 
39th,Nastevski 117th ~ for 
Marconi) and (Hunter 57th, 
Lamond 108th for United), 
Bambridge ordered a penalty 
shoot-out as a- dreaded 
match-decider. 

This resulted in Marconi 
being faultless with five 
shots at the —_ target 
with United going down by 
missing one, 

{ronically in this classic of 
Classic Grand Finals, both of 
Australia’s current. National 
coaches, Frank Farina 
(Marconi) and Graham 
Amold (Sydney United), 
played as strikers for their 
respective sides. 

Today, guided by easily 
two of of the NSL’s youngest 
managers, Jean-Paul de 
Marigny (Marconi), and 
Grant Lee (Sydney United), 
both former Australian 
Internationals, not only pos- 
sess razor-sharp keeness for 
winning the ‘Capitol Hill 
Estate Cup’ plus the Iucra- 


tive cash-bonus, both still 
have belated season ambi- 
tions. for honours ‘in this 
League. 

As well as the ‘Capitol 
Hill Estate Cup’ that will be 
presented to the ultimate vic- 
a private syndicate of 


That's Three For Me: 
Harry Kewell picked up 
this year’s 2003 
Oceania Player of the 
Year award. 


‘occeroo and Liverpool 

star Harry Kewell 

was for the third time 
in his career crowned 2003 
Oceania Footballer of the 
Year. 


businessmen, headed up. by 
Residential and Rural 
Developer Mr Dino Seraglio, 
has pooled $25,000 for the 
winning side on Saturday, 
come 9.30pm. 

Mr Seraglio stated to 
ABSW: “I’ve lived in the 


«Media representatives as 
well as the national coach 


region took part 
in the 2003 yoting where 
they were asked to list three 
players in order of prefer- 
ence. 

It was Harty Kewell's 
third honour on the player of 
the year plaudits after the 
Smithfield born .star had 
picked up the same achieve- 
ment in 71999 and *2001. 

‘The ‘Jewel’ finished num- 
ber one topping the charts 
with 76 votes, his nearest 
tival was former team-mate - 
at Leeds United Mark Viduka 
with 29 closely followed by 
New Zealand’s American 
import Ryan Nelsen. 

At the age’of 25, Kewell 


region of 
Sydney for the past 50 years, 
This Cup plus a cheque for 
$25,000 we've donated, is to 
assist in boosting vital inter 
of Soccer in this local 
Western area”. 
(Continued on page 5) 


still has plenty of years ahead 
of him in surpassing the 
record of winning the presti- 
gious Oceania award —being 
one shy of beating Kiwi 
Wynton Rufer’s record, 

Probably our best export 
ever to leave these shores, 
Kewell has found his feet at 
the mighty Reds but hopes + 
that a Champions League 
spot and ultimately winning 
the English Premiership will 
be in store for the talented 
attacker, 

Currently being caught up 
in the Club v Country deba- 
cle, Kewell has stated his 
allegiance in wearing the 
Green and Gold and rest 
assured, Aussie soccer fans 
know, Kewell is a necessity 
for the Australian squad. 


The publisher accepts no responsi 


S*CCER 


WEEKLY 


Issue No. 1174 


Published every Tuesday by 
FL. Press P/L 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, 
Glebe. NSW. 2037 


John Economos 
Tel: (02) 9744 6984 


TELEPHONE 
(editorial and general enquiries) 


Tet: (02) 9566 0500 


EMAIL 
(editorial, advertising and general enquiries) 
ABSW’s EMAIL 
absw@foreignlanguage.com.au 


FACSIMILE 
(editorial, advertising and 
general enquiries) 
(02) 9660 5736 


* MAILING ADDRESS 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, 
Glebe. NSW. 2037 


EDITOR 


Mark Stavroulakis 
LAYOUT/TYPESETTER, 
Mary Quartly 
PICTURE EDITOR 
Carlos Furtado 


CORRESPONDENTS 
Alan Clark (Victoria) 
Glenn Davis (Brisbane) 
Otto Bader (Wollongong) 
Richard Kreider (Perth) 
Luke Doherty (Sydney) 
Joe Russo (Sydney) 
Daniela Raco (Victoria) 
Brendon Davis (Victoria) 
~ Peter Damalas (Sydney) 
Daniel Kuziow (Sydney) 
Daniel Giorelando (Sydney) 
Stuart Jones (Sydney) 


SCANNING 
Chris Jiang 
FILM PLANNING 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
-Getty Images 
-Carlos Furtado 
-Con Poulos (www.spinpix.com) 
DISTRIBUTION NSW/ACT: 
FLL. Press P/L 1-9 Glebe Point Rd, 
Glebe. NSW. 2037. 
Tel: (02) 9660 2033 


VICTORIA: 
F.L. Press P/L 72 Gipps Street, 
Collingwood VIC 3066 
"Tel: (03) 9415 8588 
Fax: (03) 9415 8944 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
Advertiser Newspapers Ltd 
Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 5000 
Tel: (08) 8218 9329 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
Pan Hellenic Emporium, 
67 James Street, Perth WA 6000 
Tel: (08) 9328-4779 


*All material appearing in 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 


ALL ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES 


Recommended and maximum price. 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly 


whatsoever is expressly 
forbidden without the written 
permission of the publish 


unsolicited manuscripts, 


is copyright and reproduction in any form 


ity for 


illustrations or photographic material, 


Deadline for contributions, - 


PRIOR to issue date. 


articles and advertising is 3 days 


tan Lazaridis last week 

warned that Birmingham are 
a nightmare team to play 
against, especially on their 
home turf of St Andrew's. 

The draw against Newcastle 
United, courtesy of Stem John’s 
stoppage-time equaliser, was 
dramatic reward for a pulsating 
Blues performance that rattled 
the Magpies. 

“That's the basis of our good 
work really, getting in among 


the opposition and being yery~ 


competitive,” Lazaridis told 
Birmingham. 

“It's what teams, especially 
those like the Chelsea’s, 
Newcastle’s and Liverpool's 
don’t like. 

“We put that sort of effort in 
to try and upset them put them 
off their game and it gets us 
going, especially at St 
Andrew's. 

“It certainly gets the crowd 
going and all the people that 
came on Saturday didn’t leave 
their seats until the final 
whistle.” 

“We were disappointed to 
come in 1-0 down at half-time,” 
Lazaridis added. “It was a 
calamity of errors really, 
although it was a great shot by 
Gary Speed. 

“In the end, I thought we 
deserved the point, We showed 


“You've had players like 
Stern, Jeff Kenna, Darren Purse, 
Olivier Tebily and Bryan 
Hughes come into the team 
recently, 

“Maybe if there had not been 
injuries to other players, these 
guys wouldn’t have got their 
chance, 

“But now they're going to be 
hard to drop and it’s a good 
headache for the manager to 
have and if he can add a couple 
of quality ones in the summer, 
then it will be very good for the 
club,” 


kkk 


h from his role as Olyroo 
captain, Bristol City star 
Luke Wilkshire last week 
returned to his club intent on 
bringing success to Danny 
Wilson’s side. 
~ Wilkshire skippered 
Australia to a two-legged victo- 
ry over New Zealand to clinch a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for himself and his team-mates. 

But upon returning to 
England, he is focusing on a 
return to his day job at home to 
Brentford. 

City have won four games 
out of four since Wilkshire’s 
departure in late December and 
Wilkshire told this is Somerset: 
“Tt was great to hear how well 
the team were doing. 

“To come back and find us in 
third place was tremendous and 
now I want to help keep things 
going.” Wilkshire looks set to 
get a chance to re-establish him- 
self in central midfield against 
the Bees as Tommy Doherty 
will miss the game to serve a 
‘one-match ban. 

Despite his keenness to look 
ahead, Wilkshire was happy to 
describe his experiences after 
his first day back at City’s 
Abbots Leigh training ground. 

“It’s a case of job done as far 
as the Olympics are concemed, 
and I can’t wait to play in the 


- Games themselves,” he said. 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


Luke Wilkshire: Intent 


on bring success to his club side 


Bristol City. 


“Apart from the World Cup 
finals, there can be no greater 
Stage for a footballer and it will 
be an ambition fulfilled if I take 
part in Athens. 

“Unfortunately, the timing of 
the games mean I would miss 
more games for City at the start 
Of next season. 

“But for now, all th 


Idham’s, Les Pogliacomi 
has been given permission 
to speak to Crystal Palace. 

But Latics chief executive 
and director Alan Hardy is con- 
fident that he along with team 
mate Paul Murray will stay up 


_ north after being offered 


improved terms. 

“The situation is we want Les 
and Paul to stay at Boundary 
Park,” Hardy told 
sportinglife.com. “They are a 
big part of our future, which we 
hope will be.a Jot better than the 
Jast 12 months. 

“We have spoken to them 
both about improved offers, but 
have given them permission to 
speak Crystal Palace. We 
couldn't stop them because 
they’re both out of contract at 
the end of the season.” 

In the same week the club’s 
protracted takeover was finally 
approved'by the game’s author- 
ities, new owners Simon 
Comey, Danny Gazal and 
Simon Blitz will be anxious to 
keep hold of two of their lead- 


ing players. 
But Dowie holds both keeper 
Pogliacomi and midfield 


dynamo Murray in high regard 
and Hardy added: “I expect a 
First Division club based in 
London can offer terms a lot 
more attractive than ours - but 
we have the advantage of being 
up north without the high costs 
of living associated with 
London.” 

Meanwhile midfielder Jacob 
Bums has signed a contract to 
keep him at Barnsley until the 
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end of the —_seasdn. 
‘The 25-year-old arrived from 
Leeds in October last year, ini- 
tially on a rolling monthly con- 
tract, - 

But Bums has since forced 
his way into boss Gudjon 
‘Thordarson’s first-team plans, 
making 20 appea hi 
Pres INOSC 


Jacob Burns: The former 
Leeds United player has 
signed with Barnsley until 
the end of the season. 
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ivingston skipper Stuart 
(Lovell has said that he and 
his team-mates would play for 
nothing in the CIS Insurance 
Cup final, after the club were 
forced into administration. 

Derek Lilley’s last-minute 
penalty gave Livi a 1-0 semi- 
final win over Dundee, but 
many of the Almondvale squad 
could be released before the 
Hampden Park final as a result 
of the club’s financial woes. 

Lovell admitted: “Based on 
what we've seen at the other 
clubs, we are worried about our 
jobs and I’m sure there's a few 
who are petrified. 

“We don’t know whether 
money will be the basis for 
decisions or whether it will be 
guys on lengthy contracts, or the 


age of the players, we'll never 
get to find that out. T imagine 
people will just be called in.and 
told of their fate. 

“I don’t imagine that they 
would be given the opportunity 
to play for nothing in the final, 
but I know toa man that any one 
of the players would do it. 

“We talked about that before 
the game. It’s very hard to 
ignore what’s happened in the 
last couple of days, but this is a 
great opportunity for a lot of 
players.” 


kk kk 


R turning from his trip to the 

of Oz, Mark Viduka 

has urged his Elland Road team- 

mates not to throw in the towel 
in their battle to beat the drop. 

Viduka is due to return to the 

starting line-up for this 


“I hope that is the spirit 
amongst the other players, I've 
only been back a few days, but I 
hope it is. 

“T hope we cari all realise that 
itis up to us to fight our way out 
of this trouble.” 


cam ok 


re 


Saturday’s clash at Aston Villa 
after missing the last two 
matches on compassionate 
leave. 

‘The~28-year-old returned to 
training on Monday after spend- 
ing three weeks at home in 
Melbourne where his father Joe 
is seriously-ill with a heart con- 
dition. 

During his time away, Leeds 
stretched their losing streak to 
six games with defeats at 
Southampton and at Elland 
Road to Middlesbrough to leave 
themselves six points adrift at 
the foot of the table. 

Supporters will be hoping 
Viduka can help turn the tide, 
and he is adamant the club’s 
cause is not a lost one as he said: 
“I saw what happened here 
whilst I was away. 

“They didn’t televise the 
games, but I saw the results and 
read the reports in the papers. 

“Things are difficult now, of 
course they are. But we're going 
to give it our best shot. There’s 
nothing else we can do. 

“Either we feel sorry for our- 
selves and start to drop or we 
can keep believing. Basically 
there is nothing to lose; we just 
have to fight for every game. 


Tanju Balabanel: The speedy Wollongong star has 
signed a deal in Finland starting next season. 


Wollongong Wolves striker 
‘Tanju Balabanel last week put 
pen to paper with a club in 
Finland after a two-week 
absence from WIN Stadium. 
The speedy striker, who will 
play out the remainder of the 
NSL season with the Wolves, 
returned from a trial in Turkey 
Jast week and will leave again.in 
April 

Wolves, coach John Turner 
said he was glad Balabanel 
would finish the season with the 
club. "He will give us some 
added speed now he is back. 
The guys we have are doing 
well, but they are all roughly the 
same pace," he said. 

Balabanel made a huge 
impact in last season's NSW 
Winter Super League after the 
former Turkish youth interna- 
tional ended up winning the 
competitions goalscorer’s charts 
with Sydney Crescent Star. 

An éx-Marconi Stallions 
youth player, this will be 
Tanju’s second stint at interna- 
tional football after the flying 
striker had a short stay in 
Turkish First Division some 
years back. 

Not bad for Tanju who hardly 
Spent a year in the NSL. 


THE ‘NAZI? Salutes 
Sharks | 


State League 
Division Two 


Damage Derby 


Sydneywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobile 0411 


HILLS 


First Grade, U21’s & U19’s 
Barks Huts Reserve, 

Belfield = SS ee ee 5 5 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm Rumble Ha Mie BRON Fes Stoo Sion see Stacie during a tt i Il S U N iT E d 


BRUNDIES 


it should have 
Contact: 
been a day that 
Martin 0433 140 572 ) Vics foot- Soccer Club 
Fadi 0411 698 710 ee nies 
clea Wa eksee Required one goalkeeper with 
South Melbourne and the playing experience to play First 
Melbourne Knights turned ere 
AS ugly after brawls broke out | Registration & Training has now commenced, Grade State League Division One. 
between both sets of sup- | every Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6pm - 7.30pm kkk kK 
) porters at Bob Jane | for 2004 Soccer Seasons. . 4, 
Ps Stadium on the final day of A small but Friendly Club, we have all teams. | Required one goalkeeper with 
t January, Nursery through to All Age teams. playing experience to play U/20's 
The match ended in South Girls & Boys All Welcome. We have some Vici 
mounties Melbourne's favour after | positions available for Division 1 & 2 teams. State League Division One. 
smashing their cross-town | COME & JOIN OUR FRIENDLY TIGERS ... 
rivals four-nil, however the  [isssssscssss a . 
scenes during and after the For Jnauinies Prease CALL Call Lance Chaloner 
match was What will be Grace 0417 062 271 
remembered. John 0416 072 672 04 1 8 1 52 1 64 
Australia’s governing Gina 0403 335 360 


body the ASA have stated 
rt ‘that, they will look into. this . 
incident that has left a sour =F 


ee eee eeeseg Marconi Stallions vs Sydney Olympic 


looking for more players, we are in Itis believed that a section 
Division One and also the of the crowd at Bob Jane 


; Stadium, believed to have 
Continental Cup which starts on the been ‘Knights supporters, 


14th February. incited fights with police and ~ 
= = ripped up the stadium’s seats a 

For mote information hung ete te ic Wednesday . 

please contact. Observers also stated that x fi ~£ 
there were reports of the STALLIONS 
Lyn Lock on 9607 2156 or satis aneUpbat ends NEE February 1 1 
0414 413 526 or Greg Ryan slogans, made Nazi salutes 

0417 658 658 and also waved a flag that Round 18 


had the image of the Pope at 


South Melbourne fans. Main Game Kick-Off 7.30pm 
Join the ae ae we (No Youth League Game) 
SUPER SOCCER TEAM ae setae Gates Open 4.30pm 
for all the LIVE soccer the pitch. at the 
Action! The brawl spilled onto 


Melbourne’s Clarendon 
Street at the end of the match 
sparking more tensions 
between rival groups. 

“ASA. spokesman Peter 
Smith stated to ‘The Age’, 


All Marconi’s home games 
broadcast LIVE from 
Marconi Stadium 


Marconi Stadium 


Its not the first time both 
supporters have been 
involved in ugly scenes that 
have seen a number of fans 
arrested and charged. 

Hooliganism has not been 
a main issue in Australian 
football however there have 


LIVE that the association would 

: 3 “gather information and 

Marconi vs Sydney United area repr oan: vaibts 
This Saturday 7.30pm groups”. 


. . i. been concems over a minor- : x a a as! 
ity of supporters from certain Jean Paul De Marigny Peter Papanikitas 
\ clubs that have sparked ten- (Manager) (Manager) 
sions in the terraces. 
aA™“M 
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LET’S BE FRANK 


By Peter Damalas 


ustralia’s campaign to qualify 

for the 2006 FIFA World Cup in 

Germany begins in earnest next 
week with the friendly match against 
South American nation Venezuela. 

With FIFA backtracking on its promise 
to grant Oceania an automatic position in 
the 32-team tournament, Australia will 
again go through CONMEBOL (South 
America) for a place in the finals, should 
they win in Oceania. 

The match is set to be of extra signifi- 
cance, considering the strides made by 
‘Venezuela on the football field. The match 
next week may in fact be a precursor for 
the two-legged play off in late 2005, as 
Venezuela lie in fifth position after the 
fourth round of qualifiers (see table 
below), 

Socceroo coach Frank Farina will 
announce his eighteen man squad for the 
friendly match tomorrow (Wednesday), 
with a number of interesting selections 
possible. The squad will assemble in the 
Venezuela capital on the 15th and 16th of 
February, 

Media reports have suggested that 
Soeceroo captain Paul Okon, and unset- 
tled Leeds United striker, Mark Viduka, 
will not be called upon, Farina prefers to 
select players that are playing regularly for 
their club teams, which may signal Okon’s 
exit from the captaincy. 

The 31 year old has made very few 
appearances for his Italian Serie B club, 


Huge things are expected from Tim Cahill who could receive a surprise 


Vicenza, who offloaded him to Belgian 
second division leaders, KV Oostende. 
The likes of defender Craig Moore, 


midfielder Josip Skoko and of course, = 


Liverpool's Harry Kewell, may lead anew 
look national team in Caracas on February 
18, a date scheduled for international fix- 
tures. 

‘Another interesting aspect of the lead 
up to this friendly is the recent Olympic 
Games qualifiers, where the Australian 
Under 23s team, the Olyroos, qualified for 
the football tournament in Greece after 
overcoming New Zealand in the two- 
legged play-off. 

‘A number of players from this success- 
ful twenty man squad are pressing for 
selection in the senior team. 

Olyroo captain, Ljubo Milicevic, may 
count himself unlucky as he was shaping 
up as the player most likely to slot into an 
ageing Socceroo defence, which includes 
the likes of Tony Popovic, Tony Vidmar, 
Stan Lazaridis and Kevin Muscat, mem- 
bers of the last World Cup qualifying cam- 
paign and all over thirty years of age. His 
groin injury, sustained early in the first eg 
against New Zealand, has ruled him out of 
contention. 

But Farina has other alternatives up his 
sleeve. Giant centre-half David Tarka, and 
left-back Shane Cansdell-Sherriff may 
figure in the friendly, considering their 
match fitness after having played the 
Olympic qualifiers in January. 

Further forward, stand-in captain Luke 
Wilkshire, Parramatta Power's right 


call-up. re 


Doubts have been raised about whether Paul Okon (left) will take part in Frank Farina's (right) squad against 


winger Ahmad Elrich and striker Brett 
Holman also distinguished themselves 
throughout the Olyroos’ matches. 

The selection of any number of players 
from the Under 23s team will represent the 
blooding of younger talent at the early 
stages of the 
will give the players more experience in 
handling difficult conditions away from 
home. 

The 3-0 defeat at the hands of Uruguay 
in Montevideo in the World Cup play-off 
second leg.in late 2001, may be regarded 
as the wake up call the national team 
required. 

Previous campaigns have been criti- 
cised for lack of lead up matches, but 
Farina and co. are determined to give the 
Australian team the best preparation for 
the crunch matches next year. This means 
playing more matches against quality 
opposition. 

Last year, the Socceroos played 
England, the Republic of Ireland and 
Jamaica away from home, recording two 
victories and a loss. 

And now, the 55th ranked Venezuela 
(the vinotinto, meaning red wine for the 
colour of their shirts), who have improved 
out of sight in the last three years after 
spending decades at the bottom of the 
South American ladder, will also prove 
difficult opponents. 

In’November, they accounted for Copa 


‘America champions Colombia, 1-0,. in » 
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Venezuela. 

Barranquilla, thanks to an early strike by 
forward Juan Arango. The result lead to 
the dismissal of Colombian coach, 
Francisco Maturana, and Venezuela 
showed tremendous resilience to defeat 
Bolivia 2-1 at ii 
je Australian Soccer Associ 
close to announcing television coverage of 
the match, 

Meanwhile, two friendlies between 


PRPR ERR RRES 
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WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS - CONMEBOL 
(SOUTH AMERICA) 


‘Meet the new face of the Socceroo striking line-up with youngster 


Australia and South Africa have been 
announced in the last two weeks. Central 
London will play host to the two sides on 
March 30, while South Africa will host the 
second match next year on February 9. 
week 
knocked out of the 2004 African Nations 
Cup in Tunisia, after finishing third in the 
first round group. 


L Ek A Pts 
1 8 6 9% 
-0 9 3 8 
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2 3 6 4 
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3 2 8 1 


Brett Holman tipped to be in Farina’s squad. 
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(Continued from Page 1) over the two Rounds 


‘The ‘Capitol Hill Estate have met this season. 
Cup’ plus the $25,000, will 


Players, Officials and Sponsors of Sydney United and Marconi along with the 
Capitol Hill Estate Cup. Photo courtesy fo ms Stella De Francesco. 


W 
SUG 


Marconi and Sydney United 


draw when United scored to 
salvage a League point 
through a late equaliser by 
In the first clash played at tenacious _central_ marker 
go to the winning team that  Edensor Sports Centre last + Damon Collina. 

has proven to be the best in October, these two. battling 

their Western neighbourhood sides fought out a fierce 1-1 


of climbing into the NSL’s 
‘Top Six last Saturday night at 
the Marconi Stadium by ~ debuted for Australia in 1981 
defeating New Zealanders, 
the Football Kingz 2-1. 
‘Through goals in each half 
by the durable attacking cen- World Youth 
tral defender © Chad Championships Finals in 


Marconi edged closer to 
their long targetted ambition 


Tae: 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 
SOCCER ACADEMY 


PRE ACADEMY ELITE 
DEVELOPMENT PR 


For players BORN 1993 (U/11), 1994 (U/10) and 1995 (U/9) 


maximum 16 players per squad 


Gibson and dynamic play- Sydney, added to ABSW: “It 
maker Nicky Carle, the is going to be one helluva 
Kiwis never looked like tak- game, vital to both teams to 
“ing anything from this clash scramble into the “Top Six’, 

back to the Shaky Isles in the 
South. which eyer team takes this 


year old Jean-Paul de ting ‘double bonus points’,” 


sented Australia in five full 


DEMY WILL PROVIDE 
INING BY QUALIFIED COACHES 
AINING BA > 


NING PROGI 
. ASSESSMENT | 


IE 
INDIVIDUA! 


For further information contact the ACADEMY on 


Trials wil be held at 
EVERLEY PARK CHESTER HILL 
Wednesday 18th February at 6pm 


@ (02) 9738 7222 


ae Pinata! e = 
Coming to Wollongong 12 to 24 April 04 
Easter School Holidays 


WIN IT LIKE BECKHAM! 


Wouldn’t you like to join the team that helped 
Train DAVID BECKHAM ! & a chance to win the 
Skills test as BECKHAM did in the UK!! 

Unique soccer theme park equipment 


UEFA / FA Qualified BCSS coaching staff from the UK 


Venue: Berkeley Sports Club, Wilkinson Street 


(off Northcliff Drive) Berkeley 2 mins off freeway 
Registration dates 7-14-21 Feb 04, 9am to ipm 


At the club sports field, (limited numbers) 
Clinics to be held: 89am to ipm & 2pm to 6pm 
Each group 4 hrs per day x 3 days = 12 hrs 
Age 4 — 16 plus Goalkeepers, each pupil will 


Receive a: BCSS certificate, cap, t-shirt, boot bag 


Drinks bottle. Cost $120 per pupil payable at 
Registration day. 


www.bobbycharitonsoccerschool.com 


A English Premier League scout present at all clinics !! 


Contact Chris on 0419 483 970 of web site at 


Sydney Olympic at the of the next two home match- 
Marconi Stadium. es this week, (Olympic and 
Following a hard fought United), Marconi could be 
as an attacking right mid- away-draw last week against. well set fora firm spot in the 
fielder against + World neighbouring Parramatta 
Champions Argentina in the Power, plus success in each 


opponent, Sydney United’s 
Manager Grant Lee, who 


“| firmly believe that 
Marconi’s boss, the 40 game, will in reality be get- 


Marigny, and who has repre- Lee summed up. 
Marconi expectedly will 
Internationals as an attacking rely heavily on dynamic 
left defender, stated to Olympic Games playmaking 
ABSW: “The first leg we midfielder Nicky Carle and 
played against United last elegant Olympics striker 
October was a tight torrid Alex Brosque with highly 
affair, In the first half Felt it experienced libero Angelo 
was even but the second half Costanzo cleaning up matters 
we were much better despite _at the back. 
being naive to allow them to Sydney United _will 
score their late equaliser. attempt to — neutralise 
“We had no one onthe ball + Marconi’s lethal attack and 
for their free kick. I'm very _ pace through its solid central 
much looking forward io defensive trio of Joe Vrkic, 
Saturday night’s return clash © Mark Rudan and Damon 
with United. It will be the Colina. 
game for getting either of Both teams are gifted with 
these two teams into the “Top highly talented goalkeepers 
Six’. in Michael Turnbull 
“We are as well, most (Marconi) and Liam Reddy 
comfortable in being athome — (United). 


The two battling captains Sydney United’s gaint 
for this battle and must have Before the clash with central defender Mark Rudan (left) with Marconi’s 
the .edge in securing the Sydney United on Saturday, goal scoring mdifielder Brad Maloney, holding the 
League points,” ended the Marconi tomorrow night, Capitol Hill Estate Cup which will be fought for this 
young Marconi Manager. (Wednesday), takes on the Saturday night at the Marconi Stadium. 
Meanwhile, de Marigny’s visiting and rapidly rising Photo courtesy of ms Stella De Francesco. 


“Marconi Stallions vs Sydney United 
Saturday 
February 14 


Round 24 
(CAPITAL HILL CUP) 
Main Game Kick-Off 7.30pm 
(Youth League Marconi v Sydney Utd Kick-Off 5pm) 

Gates Open 4.30pm 
at the 


~ fsRco 


STALLIONS 


Grant Lee 
(Manager) 


Jean Paul De Marigny 


(Manager) Michael Turnbull 


NATIONAL 


Ree AGU 


Eight minutes later, 
the complexion of the 
game had swung again 

Ces a as United first drew 
- | = ae : level, then regained the 
lead in this ever-chang- | 

i I c ing game. 
| : : Knights could con- 
5 3 ‘ zi sider itself unfortunate 
Dobson. "(This week) they Roddy Vargas were engaged the chance to equalise from _as this period coincided 
showed the passion and in some off-the-ball actin the spot. The usually reli- with the absence for 
N delaide United commitment was there, and of their own which boiled able Marth saw Scarcella treatment of defender 


showed character I'm very pleased with them.” over and involved a number  downsmartly toblock,anda _—_Steve Pantelidis, and an 

and endeavour to United took the lead from —_of other players before order Knights’ follow-up came to injury to Knezevic, 

defeat Melbourne Knights Richie Alagich in first-half was restored. nothing. both substituted shortly 
by the odd goal in seven at —_ added time when a scoreless The two sides' packed Knights’ heads did not afterwards, 

Somers Street in a half seemed more likely. midfields meant that there drop however, and in an After some tight play 
deferred third-round fix- But after a barren first half, was little time and space exciting four minute period, down the right, the ball 
ture on Sunday, the second half burst into either team could create. it had taken the lead. squirted inside to where 
United had already played life. Goals from Daniel Adelaide United was also Pelikan had set up the first Aloisi stood, some 25 
once on the weekend, and  Vasilevski and Nick Marinos compressing play by bring- with a fine cross to metres out from goal. 

was required to battle atena- and an unconyerted penalty ing up its back-line and  Vasilevski who launched  Alpisi crashed his shot 
cious Knights' combination from Andrew Marth inside catching Knights offside on himself at the descending into the et past 
for its win. the first eight minutes of the numerous occasions. ball to smash his header into Knezevic's dive to the 

All but one of the goals second period saw the As first-half added time the net. Then Marinos out- right, 
came in a pulsating second- momentum swing decisively was almost out, Adelaide sped a square United back- "Ross probably isn't 
half, and even that one came _ in Knights’ favour. United took the lead. _ line to face only Scarcella. the most consistent 
after the forty-fifth minute, But Ross Aloisi and  Terminello had found him- Scarcella was able to clean striker of the 
"We got a bit sloppy - Michael Brooks scored self in a useful shooting block the first shot, but it ball," said Kosmina. / 
fatigue was a bit ofa factor," twice in quick succession _positionand feinted todo so, rebounded handily for "But the one that hit | 

said United coach John shortly afler to regain the instead spreading the ball Marinos to side-foot home the target went in - it 

Kosmina following the lead for United. When Carl wide to the right. Alagich from six yards, coneacanmeliimes 

game, Veart made it a two-goal had sped into position and ‘The offside trap that had Then Brooks - who had 

"But the 250. supporters lead with a goal seven min- crashed a right-foot shot been working well in the only just entered the 
who came over (from utes from time, United's win under Knezevic and into the first period was starting to. fray as a replacement 
: Adelaide) helped us." seemed certain, net. unravel in the second. for the well held Fred 


"We gave Adelaide a bit © Marinos set Unitednerves But within twenty min- "We'd spoken about _Agius_—ornhed-HtT“ FORTY Sor00 ser Carl Vear was Adelaide's ; 
of a fright," said Knights a-jangle with a nintieth utes of the re-start, the game Adelaide playing Offside as — right-foot shot past the scoring pata was Adelaide aie 
coach Ian Dobson after the minute goal, to bring the had comprehensively part of their game-plan," hapless Knezevic. run, seemingly settling the awaiting Scaioallaia 


game. "And I'm sure next ‘margin back to one, but time changed Character. The _ said Dobson. Veart netted Adelaide's Gian iy scutl 
week were going to give expired without further scor- signs were there just a "(Our) noms up fourth with just seven min- "pay Thougit other ee Saeee gai 
Brisbane a bit of a fright ing. minute after the return when front were very naive inthe utes left, coolly rounding = ee feratiua=thioteh i= footed ht oe ‘cht 
too." ‘The action hadnt finished Goulding was adjudged to first-half, (But after) half- substitute goalkeeper ovher failed offside trap, yards to Eee teak 
"We spoke as a group however, as in the game's have fouled Oksuz in the time, we got just rewards for Tommy Tomich after a solo he ‘hein f PY ee game 
after last Saturday," said last seconds, Brooks and penalty-area giving Knights that." ran to the right of goal, in aol 


; Planning on what to do with chance after 57 minutes 
- playing time because of what the kick, the ground was sud- thanks to a classy lob from 
appears to be a serious ham- denly plunged into darkness  Despotovski but the bounce 
sting injury to Mark Bymes. when the primary generator of the ball favoured the fist of 
‘Tumer placed his star failed. Crews. Mori was again 
Nigerian striker Chimaobi Nineteen minutes later, involved two minutes further 
} ' VW / Nwaogazi on the bench power was restored and after on when he headed wide and 
: y Wy WF iccause of disciplinary rea- the referee gave both teams a seconds later, a Pondeljak 
Tat sons, namely not turning up five minute warm-up, play pass was delivered just our of 
aan ; pee for training mid-week, but resumed 25 minutes after the reach of the NSL's all-time 
EeTERes Pais cieidccneet eaten when he did come on he — blackout champion striker. 
cai eaReeeeteeee scape Teor onee Pate failed to make any impression Five minutes later and the Perth's second goal came 
minute incident ‘The well-respected official claimed at the same post- dali 2D neteee ee 32nd. amigute of game time, after a little over’ an hours 
. TA SeETMSPEUETSIC Et bas cagA ue coafeyeucelte bal Regardless of the handball Glory found themselves in play when the ball was deliv- 
Sous acy a cas cs ata? Wad” bounicted. jt the incident, Faia played one of front from yet another word ered into the run of Faria just 
| Wollongong Wolves. at Soctér Association yia a shoulder area, : ; RE ee a ee eS eal See it 
Market Equity Stadium last mobile phone as the 20- "We haven't gone a plese Fe ti REL eat ee Aes ‘e 
weekend has revived calls minute time limit was fast game in 16 or so weeks | ‘ Sere iagley’s seatehla Oe a wee - 3 
Teen eaeee JSrpe™ leaing. jar battrs. Secgiete sheen poalngak peal tion-The midfielder came pitch pass in play before arm, the midfielder back- | - 
aa Sick cal Gf el otis ea. fee WolfoaheatTs close to opening the scoring reaching the Wolves goal-line heeled it to Pondeljak, who 
pyeaal coree a cae : after 20 minutes with a chip and centering to Brad Hassell. centred hard and low where 
Pees Te Giant help. knowing. the “* ween ites ne ell ae hich beat goalkee "The midfielder dummied. Mori diverted it past the hay 
Wolves coach John Turner Wolves were booked to fly though he could still get a igs midielier Coss TE PAR eA 
‘Andrew Crews but not Shane the ball, allowing less Crews from 6 metres. 


was fuming long after the out just hours after the match something from the match | — 3 = 
Sarr aaeeu wll y pon ers se tie eine | Bree a ee 
the contest and clinging to a replay the following day. "There was always a ; 7 | the goal 15 metres away, the the goal went any remaining 


mathematical chance of mak- All this, on a momentous chance," he said. = ‘i Z yeaa nai 
: mae : : Deheiee Glory and cl ard twisted incenti tors get- 
sag the Championship play. ay in Welien ‘Aistalian -- Setmiay's 20 vicors, Perth coach Mich GAVIEY lind charen Stare feel te tale es oes altngyaoneting fom ‘ie 
offs. : soccer; with the States’  Glory’s 1Sth ofthe season, can breathe easier affer cach passing minule. motion’ past” i) eimrieae eae 
What appears to have been Premier, Dr Geoff Gallop, has kept the side well clear hig side's win over the Crews made the first of a Crews. North clipped an upright 
an unnoticed hand-ball officially opening the of the chasing pack with Wolves. number of breathtaking saves Tom Pondeljak set up two minutes later before the 
olin Gey ee mene Ue Home;and any ‘The Wolves wasted little in the 22nd minute when a North to strike a minute hardworking Michael 
Gary Faria just metres ious teks Ee Gackt See nt forus me in settling down and Bobby Despotovski free-kick before the break only for the Hawrysiuk almost surprised J « 
Perth-based assistant referee, game who thinks t was a bla US playing a spirited brand of was powerfully headed goal- defenderto volley it well over Jason Petkovic at the other 
follows on from the previous tant handball,” said Tumer. in Newcastle back in -esSion football. Glory wards by Bymes. The tall the Wolves crossbar. end with a snapshot which 
-weeks’ offside decisions "The boy brought the ball November and we lost the decidedly bland during  shotstopper somehow man- Lofty defender Bobby was fired through Jamie 
| which went unflagged at the down with his arm and I was game,” said Perth boss Mich 14. initial exchanges although aged to put enough force Dragas, Jacob Timpano and Hamwell’s legs. 
Perth venue and had received waiting for the linesman, who d’Avray, "Tonight, the Tights 5; rearguard still seemed to behind his left glove to pre- Ben Blake were all having _ Captain Stuart Young gave 
al) Se ents Oe ee eee pall an control anything that came vent the conversion. their work cut out in defusing the Glory keeper an easy 
re laide United boss Jol hy eoalics aeue eae eae pars very good their way. Matt Bingley should have Perth’s lethal forward line. catch in the 67th minute and 
osmina, i ae = an he wie ae me ‘After a successful Olympic scored inthe 24th minute only Their efforts were clearly  Hawrysiuk “tried his luck 
F Rote less, the game wy Peciarics aie! eties be feels Re campaign, d’Avray brought to direct his shot wide before paying off because Mori was again seconds lates for the last 
itsel pans oer as pt el Ce oe ieee rsite Jade North stright back into a free-kick was awarded on clearly frustrated at not get- opportunities the | Wolves 
being called off altogether by yaaa! mesany Lele ES ee 'y said he will only “the defensive lineup at the the face of the Wollongong ting the supply he is accus- offensive players had of pene- 
Slee Mach Sal ea discouraging and killed be happy when te Tavera expense of the unlucky Jamie goal three minutes later. tomed to, trating arguably the best 
generator controlling the game us," Tumer ically theirs. "It’s looking, : siaraavel i titi 
rounds’ “power tipped 27 — saide ‘g0od," is what he did say. Coyne. The substitute did As the Perth forwards were Mori was given a strong defence in the competition. 
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[Sens 1ON. 


=a defender Simon Bell shown tacking fess new recruit Noah Hickey 
for the ball during last week's encounter. 


By Joe Russo 


“© Marconi Stallions over the 
Football Kingz of 
Auckland. 


By Stuart Jones 


ydney United and 
Northern Spirit played 
ont a goalless draw at 
United Sports Centre on 
Sunday night in front of a 


@ 


= espite the scoreline 
jit was-a convincing — 
victory for 


‘The home side had clear- 
ly the better chances and if 
luck had gone their way the 


been larger. 

Marconi coach Jean Paul 
de Marigny would have 
with the result 


poor crowd of 1964. 

United’s defence continued 
to dominate even without Joe 
‘Vrkic who was suspended for 
the match whilst up front 
United could not even get a 
handful of decent efforts on 


given that his side was back- 
ing up from a mid-week 
game against Parramatta 


- ste acta 
De Marigny is counting 


on at least three victories in 
five matches and with this 
result he is well on his way 


Sydney United custodian Liam Reddy was called upon numerous times in 
. saving United from defeat against the Spirit. 


target. In fact the final whistle 
‘was greeted with a chorus of 
boos. It was costly for United 
as they stayed out of the top six 
on goals scored (they have 16 
‘compared to Marconi’s 22). 


It was a first half of little, 


to achieving his target. 

Marconi now face a hec- 
tic scheduling of matches in 
order to catch up on all the 
postponed games, due to the 
Under 23 Olyroos recent 
qualifying matches for 
‘Athens later this year where- 
by four Marconi players 
were involved. 

As early as the 6th minute 
Chad Gibson showed 


Marconi’s early intention 
but unfortunately he tried to 
do everything himself and 
his shot was off target. 


‘The Stallions were clearly 
the more enterprising team 
in the first stanza of play 
while the Kingz were happy 
to defend as if their life 
depended on it. 

Tn the 11th minute Brad 
Maloney failed to latch onto 
a Brendan Renaud cross and 
was once again another 
good chance for the home 
side went begging. 

‘The pattern of play con- 
tinued in the 20th minute 
with Alex Brosque denied 
by the well-performed 


Kingz goalkeeper Michael « 


Utting. 

‘The Stallions were award- 
ed a marginal penalty short- 
ly afterwards when Brosque 
was tackled in the penalty 
area by Rowley but Nick 
Carle was to be denied from 
the spot by Utting and some- 
how Maloney could only 
tum the rebound onto the 
post. 

Chad Gibson in the 31st 
minute put-the Stallions 
ahead directly with a free 
Kick and it was no more than 


Kingz’ Mark Burton shown throwing the extra boot in with Stallions star 


entertainment for the crowd as 
both teams tried to seize the 
momentum in what was a mid- 
field arm wrestle. In the 14th 
minute Dean Heffernan had a 
shot well saved on the near 
post by Paul Henderson. 

“Hendo’, who arrived last 
week from trials overseas is 
expected to see out the year 
with the Spirit and looks as 
though he is set to sign a new 
contract with a Mexican side. 

13 minutes later Sydney 
United were presented with 
their best opportunity of the 
half as Mark Beldham put in a 
cross that was poorly headed 
by a free Liam Austin in the 
area and it went sideways 
instead of goalwards. 

The match favoured the 
home side in the first half but 
their lack of clear cut chances 
almost came back to haunt 
them a minute before the break 
as Jonathon Richter fired in a 
25 metre cracking stvot whicli’ 
Liam "Reddy dived to push 
around the far post. 

‘The second half looked to 
be going in a similar direction 
as the first as United failed to 
capitalise the possession 
advantage they had. 

Franco Parisi’s introduction 
did help things a bit in the 57th 
minute and Anthony 
Doumanis started to get more 
involved as well. The home 
team just could not put 


Nicky Carle watching in the background. 


Franco Parisi added more flair to the United attack 
after his introduction in the second half but again 
was unable to find the back of the target for 


Grant Lee's squad. 
after the hour he looked set to 
be beaten by a delicate chip 
shot from Parisi but he man- 
aged to stretch high with one 


cleared thie ball from danger in 
the 73rd minute with an oppo- 
nent all over him, He was tight 
om his own goal line and facing 


Marconi deserved. 

In the. second half 
Marconi went looking for 
their second goal attd it near- 
ly arrived when Carle fired 
over the crossbar inthe 57th 
minute rom rather close 
range. 

However, they didn’t 
have long to wait because 
four minutes Jattr Marconi _ 
deservedly scored their sec- 
ond goal. After a lovely 
exchange with Brosque, it 
was €arle who made no mis- 
take to fire home. 

Towards the end of the 
match Brosque should have 
put Marconi further ahead 
but the crossbar was there to 
deny him a goal he probably 
deserved. 

Tn the end it was Paul 
Harries, who had been on 
the field for about 20 min- 
tutes, that scored a consola- 
tion goal for the Kingz but it 
was far too little too late as it 
was now the 91st minute and 
the game was.oyer. 

Both the introduction #f 
Brosque and Carle have 
proved wonders for the 
Stallions since their move 
back from the Olyroos. 
squad. - 


was presented with the best 
chance of the match as he was 
played into the area by 
Beldham. He tried to slide the 
ball inside the far post but it 
went the other side much to the 
chagrin of the home support- 
ers, 


The home side were 
almost trying to play too many 
balls in the area, playing it to 
each other rather than having a 
op at goal. Spirit had their 
moments in the match but 
Victor Tomasevic was the only 
one doing anything decent 
with the ball in attack, 

Grant Lee was happy 
to accept a point from the 
match although ~— again 
expressed concerns about the 
inability of his team {o, score. 
Laurie McKinna was happy 


- enough with the result, espe- 


cially considering the hot con- 
ditions and off the field issues 
that have occurred to Spirit. 

Its been no secret that the 
Spirit could well come alive 
again next year, butin the form 
of anew name? 

_ Overall the match did 
not demonstrate high foot- 
balling skills and-United have 
a lot of improving to do if they 
‘want to reenter the top six. Nil 
nil score, nil nil entertainment. 

Sydney United’s home sup- 
porters vented their frustration 
towards their side by heckling 
the: squad, who’s main prob- 


attempts on target and when hand and intercepted it’s goal-_goalwards so was very lucky ~ lem has been the in the goal- 
they did they found Paul ward journey. not to score an own goal. In scoring department, 
Henderson in fine form. Just United’s Dean Heffernan the 75th minute Franco Parisi 
i 
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RATIONAL 


ablo Cardozo had a 
300th game to 
remember while 
Peter Tsekenis played a 
match against his former 
club he'd like to forget as 
Sydney Olympic downed 
Newcastle United at Oki 


Jubilee Stadium last 
Sunday evening. 
Veteran marksman. 


Cardozo bagged a double 
inside 10 minutes to keep his 
side's National Soccer 
League finals hopes alive 
while Newcastle midfielder 
‘Tsekenis was sent off, effec~ 
tively ending any chance 
United had of making the top 
six, 

Tn-form Cardozo, who 
struck five goals in the last 
three games, took full toll 
when former Olympic cap- 
tain Tsekenis was marched 
after 73 minutes. 

His first effort, less than a 
minute after the send off, had 
an element of luck as 


delaide United 
finally gave its 
adoring home 


fans a resounding victory 
to look back on, against 
what was an in-form 
South Melbourne at a 
sweltering Hindmarsh 
Stadium on Friday night. 
Despite sitting reason- 
ably snugly‘in the top six, 
it was the first time in its 
ten home games that 
Adélaide United had won 
by more than a goal. And 
with a recent spate of 
injuries and the suspension. 
of key striker Carl Veart, 
the victory - against a truly 
formidable opponent - was 
secured with some 
resounding displays by the 
lesser experienced players 
of the Adelaide squad. 
Twenty year old Fred 
Agius - in his first starting 
appearance for Adelaide - 
_ constantly tormented the 
visitors with his weaving 
runs and fine crosses; Nick 
Budin, in and out of the 
squad throughout the sea- 


Cardozo found himself in 
good position near the right 
post to head home after a 
scramble in the six yard box. 

Goal No.2 was more 
assured, the veteran putting 
the finishing touches on 
some handy work on the 
flank by Olympic fan 
favourite Hiroyuki Ishida. 

“Pabz’ certainly shut 
many home spectators 
mouths with his two goals 
that put the in-form striker 
back into the NSL top scor- 
er’s charts with eight goals to 
date. 

Cardozo’s goals could 
well have spearheaded 
Olympic’s campaign in fin- 
ishing in the top six and 
could well be that player that 
lifted the squad towards a 
final series finish. 

"He's the sort of player 
who plays on confidence and 
he did well —_ against. 
Newcastle," said Olympic 
coach Peter Papanikitas. 


Cardozo's adulation was 
only matched by Tsekenis' 
disbelief as he earned yellow 
cards for clumsy tackles on 
promising young Olympic 
attacker Zenon Caravella in 
the 18th and 73rd minutes, 

His dismissal turned the 
course of an otherwise even- 
ly contested match, with 
Neweastle coach lan Crook 
bitter about Kiwi referee 
Derek Ruge's decision. 

"Anyone that tells me the 
referee didn't change the 
course of the game today 
knows nothing about the 
game," Crook said. 

"I'm not going to blame: 
Peter Tsekenis for not going 
into a challenge." 

The Newcastle mentor 
conceded his side's season 
was now effectively over 
with Newcastle only playing 
for pride in their remaining 


‘One player that certainly 
took advantage of a weak 


Adelaide's veteran midfielder Ross Aloisi notched 
up the South Australian side's second goal in their 
two-nil win over South Melbourne. 


defence at the start of the 
match for Newcastle was 
former player Scotty 
Thomas.The energetic stir 
dazzled his Olympic oppo- 
nents down the flanks. 

For Olympic, the win sets 
the scene for an intriguing 
match against the fast finish- 
ing Marconi on Wednesday. 
night. z 

Known for being major 
rivals since the dawn of the 
NSL, Olympics’ match up 
against the Stallions will 
prove to be mouthwatering 
for any NSL fanatic. 

Claiming full points from 
that match would give the 
winning side a distinct 
advantage: in the chase for 
sixth spot. 

"Now at least we have a 
chance," said Papanikitas, 
whose side has scored three 
convincing wins in as many 


"Hopefully now we'll lift 
and on Wednesday.we'll-get 


son, topped off a non-stop 
virtuoso performance with 
the early goal; while David 
Terminello, who continues 
to have his career frustrat- 
ingly stalled by injury, 
stepped up to eam a player 
of the match performance: 
out of midfield. Combined 
with typically strong dis- 
plays by Ross Aloisi and 
Richie Alagich, South 
Melbourne were hardly in 
the game at any point. 
Budin's sixth minute 
goal was scored with a first 
time strike from a superb 
Fred Agius cross, released 
from near the left corner 
flag. 
It was an unstoppable 
shot by the 21 year old 
striker, executed perfectly 
despite being marked. 
Budin was again on tar- 
get in the 29th minute, 
after some nice interplay 
between Terminello and 
Alagich had set him free 
and charging towards goal. 
His 10 metre diagonal shot 
was this time foiled how- 
ever with a quality parry 
by South Melbourne goal- 
keeper Michael 
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Ss Gers 


Back to his good old best: 300 game veteran strik- 
er Pablo Cardozo bagged two more goals to add to 
his enormous goal scoring achievements in the 
NSL against Newcastle last Sunday afternoon. 


a result.” 
~ Known to be one of the 
horses of the 


Theoklitos. ° 
The second goal=was 


the hard yards of late and 
have proved many critics 


Adelaide United had all 
the play in the first half, 


Former U17 Joey Freddy Agius was Adelaide 
United's player of the match after setting up both 
goals for his side's shock win over the highly fan- 
cied South Melbourne. 2 


netted in the 31st minute, 
when stagnation in the 
South Melbourne defence 
allowed a harmless-look- 
ing David Terminello 
header get to Michael 
Valkanis, who then passed 
on to a free Ross Aloisi 
who made no mistake with 
his strike from five metres 
out. 

The two goal margin 
was clearly deserved. 


with Agius (from the left) 
and Alagich (right) man- 
aging many crosses into 
the goalmouth. 

By half-time, the home 
team had made six shots 
‘on goal to South's one. 

South Melbourne made 
more of a game of it in the 
first stages of the second 
half. A trade-mark Con 
Boutsianis free-kick from 
25 metre out three minutes 


Haying lost the brunt of 
their squad to riyal National 
League clubs, ‘Paps’ has 
done his bit in keeping the 
squad intact and since the 
arrival of Troy Halpin and 
George Goutzioulis, the mid- 
field has picked up in more 
ways than one. _ 

For Newcastle, it was 
back to the drawing board 
for Ian Crook’s men after 
their loss to the Blues. 

The Novyacastrians haye 
had a tough season with 
many injuries and suspén- 
sions, Crook has instead 
opted to use a number of 
young players under the age 
of 21 in pushing the side. 
through the NSL this year." 

It’s been a great year for 
Newcastle nonetheless con-, 
sidering the circumstances, 
the club went off to a great’ 
start but with its mid-year 
misfortunes, has swung back 
the club. 

Big things however are 
‘expected to happen al the 
club with a huge news story 
expected to come out very 
shortly.An alliance with a 
major European club has 
been rumored to _ hit 
Newcastle chairman Gon’ 


after the interval went just 
over, although the- oppor- 
tunity was matched four 
minutes Jater with Aloisi's 
pile-driver frgm all of 30 
metres shaved the cross- 
bar. 

In the 74th minute, a 
fierce blast from Michael 
Curcija was parried away 

- brilliantly by David 

Scarsella. 

However by this time 
the South Melbourne team 
were overall looking 
jaded. Alagich, following 
a Weaving run, had a rea- 
sonable chance blocked in 
the 78th minute. 

South's best opportunity 
of the match came in the 
80th minute. 

Curcija was set free with 
an excellent through-ball _ 
and dangerously lurking 
towards goal, however the 
constant defensive pres- 
sure of Aaron Goulding, 
and a fine last-ditch tackle 
by Valkanis, combined to 
foil what could well have 
been Cureija’s 11th goal of 
the season. 

The home teamhowever 
maintained the pressure all ~ 
over the park right to the 
end.to register a vital three 
points and dent South 
Melbourne's “chances of 
securing the all-important 
second spot, with only four 
matches of the regular sea- 
son remaining, 


Professional 


players pushed 
Murphy 


too far: 


lormer Socceroo Shaun 

Murphy fears profes- 

sional footballers are 
risking their lives trying to 
fulfil ‘their heavy playing 
commitments. 

His comments come a 
week after Hungarian intera- 
tional Miklos Feher died after 
collapsing in a match in 
Portugal on January 26. 

Tt was the second such inci- 
dent in seyen months after 
Cameroon's Mare Vivien-Foe 
died of a heart attack in a 
Confederations Cup match in 
France last June. 

Former Sheffield United 
player and current Perth Glory 
defender Murphy said players 
were being pushed to breaking 
point. 

Two (deaths) so close begs 
the question whether profes- 
sional footballers are risking 
their lives by playing too 
many matches," Murphy 


a decent break. 


forced to endure. 


games in the space of three 
seasons because of club and 
country commitments without 


Murphy called for further 
research to be done on the 
conditions footballers were 


"Research does need to be 
done into whether arduous 
playing conditions, including 
soaring temperatures, 


high humidity are potential 
killers," he said. 


ABSW (8) 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 2003-2004 


NORTHERN DIVISION ROUND 23 


LEAGUE LADDER 
P< WiD° Be LFS Ag. Pts: 
Canberra Deakin 19134 4 2 5826 43 
Parramatta Power 20132 3 5 5230 41 
AIS 713 4 3 4415 36 
Marconi Stallions 213 2 7 3928 «36 
Newcastle United 20113 2 6 45 26 36 
Northern Spirit 198 5 4 6 3027 29 
Wollongong Wolves 188 3 4 7 3124 27 
anid Brisbane Strikers 177 0 4 10 2841 21 
Sydney Olympic 195 4 3 10 36 48 19 
Sydney United ~*~ 205.2 3 13 2850 17 
QAS 174 2 4 11 3047 | 14 
ACTAS AQ AE SATA TO™ 
SATURDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2004 

Sydney Olympic.........-. .2 Newcastle United ........1 5 
(Hilton 24’, Di Meglio 78’) (Waters 3’, Cowburn 34’, 75’, 


Parramatta Power 
(Musmeci 47’, 55’, Younis 68 ) 


..3 Brisbane Strikers .. 


Johnson 55’, Bogdanovski 73’) 


(Hilton 347,73’) 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 2003-2004 
NORTHERN DIVISION FIXTURES - ROUND 24 
FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2004 
Wollongong Wolves Vs QAS a 


Northern Spirit Vs Parramatta Power 


SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2004 * 
Canberra Deakin Vs Brisbane Strikers 


Venue: McKellar Soccer Centre 
Marconi Stallions Vs Sydney United “ 


MATCH BROUGHT FORWARD FROM RD 26 — 
To be Played on Friday 13 February 2004 


Time: 5.00 pm 
Venue: WIN Stadium = 


Time: 7.30 pm 
Venue: Pittwater Park 


Time: 5.00 pm 


Time: 5.00 pm. 
Venue: Marconi Stadium 
AIS Vs ACTAS 
Time: 7.00 pm 
Venue: AIS Soccer Field 


AIS Vs_ Brisbane Strikers 
Time: 7.00 pm 
Venue: AIS Soccer Field 


DEFERRED MATCH FROM RD 18 — 


To be Played on Tuesday 17 February 2004 


wrote in his column in the Former Socceroo Brisbane Strikers . E IANS diss also nian 0 
West Australian. "Both of the Shaun Murphy believes (Cappucio 51’, 74’, Rossi 82 ) 
above players are pro-soccer players are 
have died of heart ul__at risk of death due to SUNDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2004 
were they pre-existing condi- their heavy commit- 
Vimingschedseg? NY ments on the pitch. Sydney United . 2 Northern Spirit 
He said the use of "UEFA has launched an | | ((Tresoglavic 35', Simic 80’) (Mailer 24’, 44) 
painkilling injections investigation which, in. this 


increased the problem as it 
enabled players to cary 
injuries into matches. "I have 
witnessed first hand - and 
been guilty myself - of players 
goitig out»with a cocktail of 
drugs in their systems when 
they are not fully fit," 


He said he had played 150” "against tobaced comipani 


seems prudent, 


increasingly litigious society, 


"Warnings suggest that if 
neglect is proved, these tragic 
situations could lead fo claims 
for damages and that pay 
ments could reach the scale of 
recent cases by” smokers 


Wollongong Wolves 
((DeGiovanniello 38’, Hughes 72’) 


ACTAS . 
(Hayes 44 60’, ainuita ’) 


BYE - Canberra Deakin 
BYE — Wollongong Wolves 


Brisbane Strikers Vs QAS 


Time: 5.00 pm 7 
Venue: Perry Park 


BYE — Newcastle United 
BYE — Sydney Olympic 


Ss OCCER WOMA IN, 1, sanene mar 


SEVERAL NEW FACES IN MATILDAS TEAM 


the 18-member Matildas Team to contest 

the upcoming Australia Cup in Brisbane, 
and the Oceania Olympic Qualifiers. The team 
announcement, the first Matildas selections in 
this Olympic year, was made on Thursday by 
National Women’s Coach Adrian Santrac. 

Two players — 20-year-old “midfielder Kate 
MeShea and defender Amy Taylor, age 24 - make 
their Matildas comeback, both having been away 
from the international arena since 2002. Both are 
experienced players, McShea having competed at 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, whilst Taylor 
was a member of the 1999 Women’s World Cup 
team, 

Also making selection are five debutantes. 
Sarah Walsh, a 21-year-old forward, finally cele- 
brates her chance to represent her country after 
withdrawing from the 1999 U21 national team due 
to injury and many years of serious knee problems. 
Lana Harch (age 19, midfielder) and Katie Gill (19, 
forward), now make the transition to senior ranks 
after competing for the Young Matildas at the 2002 


Se new players haye been included in 


” FIFA U19 Women’s World Championship. Lisa 


De Vanna (19, forward), an U19 international dur- 
ing 2002, and winner of several WNSL awards, 
also makes the step up, whilst Leah Blayney (17, 
midfielder) celebrates her first ever Australian team 
selection at any age level. 

They join eleven of the 20-member Matildas 


_ Team which contested the FIFA Women’s World 


Cup in September last year. 


Each member of this newly-named team is also 
awarded an Australian Institute of Sport scholar- 
ship. 

Five players from the 2003 Women’s World Cup 
side were not considered for selection for these two 
tournaments due to injury — Matildas captain 
Chery! Salisbury (knee), vice-captain Sacha 
Wainwright (knee reconstruction), Heather 
Garriock (back), Thea Slatyer (who withdrew from 
the World Cup team due to knee reconstruction), 
and Amy Beattie (achilles tendon). 

Santrac is pleased with the new-look side, with 
success at’ the Olympics at the forefront of this 
year’s ambitions. "We went through a lengthy 
selection process at the AIS camp in January, and 
ended up selecting the eighteen I believe performed 
very strongly and earned their selection into the 
squad,” said Santrac. "On those performances, 
they've put themselves well into the Olympic 
selection picture, assuming we qualify. The new 
players all have qualities which enhance the quali- 
ty of the squad as a whole." 

Santrac added, "We expect to perform strongly 
with this group. In the Australia Cup, we have two 
extremely difficult opponents, and the experience 
will put this group in a very good position. With 
the number of inexperienced players, it will be how 
quickly we can adapt, but I’m confident these play- 
ers will stand up yery quickly. It’s important, 
whilst maintaining our focus on performance, we 
need to build up again an understanding — educate 
the new players very quickly in‘the way we play. 


Build an understanding and cohesion in this tour- 
nament, as we will leading up to Athens." 

‘The Matildas arrive in Brisbane on Wednesday 
11 February for a week-long camp leading in to the 
Australia Cup. = 

At this 6th Australia Cup, the Matildas, ranked 
16th in the FIFA Women’s World Rankings, will 
“face all-time superpowers China (ranking 5), cur- 
rent Asian champions North Korea (7), and tradi- 


tional rivals New Zealand (21) to participate; Fiji (host), Australia and Papua New- 
Guinea. 

AUSTRALIAN TEAM All matches will be played at Govind Park with 
Dianne ALAGICH Adelaide Sensation / SA the winner decided on overall points based on a sin- 
Melissa BARBIERI Victoria Vision / VIC gle round robin, league system format which will 
Leah BLAYNEY —_ NSW Sapphires / NSW be in force for this tournament. The OFC 
Rhian DAVIES Canberra Eclipse Champion will receive direct entry to represent 
Lisa DE VANNA —_ Adelaide Sensation / WA Oceania at the 2004 Athens Olympic Games 
‘Bryony DUUS. Queensland Sting / QLD women’s football tournament in August, 
Gill FOSTER Canberra Eclipse / ACT 
Katie GILL Northern NSW Match Schedule : 

Pride/NNSW Tue 2 March 2004 
Pam GRANT Queensland Sting / QLD Round]: — Fijiv Papua New Cate 4y 00pm, 
Lana HARCH Queensland Sting/QLD Australia bye 
Tal KARP Canberra Eclipse / ACT Thu 4 March 2004 
Perth Round 2: Australia v Papua New Guinea 
Cassandra KELL NSW Sapphires / NSW eR 4:00pm 
April MANN Queensland Sting / QLD Fiji bye 
Kate McSHEA Queensland Sting / QLD 5 Sat 6 March’2004 
Joanne PETERS (New York Power) /\ Round 3: __ Fiji v Australia 4:00pm 
Karla REUTER Queensland Sting / QLD Papua New Guinea bye 
Amy TAYLOR Canberra Eclipse / ACT Tournament Venue: Govind Park, Ba 
Sarah WALSH Queensland Sting / QLD 2 
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OFC CONFIRMS OLYMPIC QUALIFYING 
DETAILS 

The Oceania Football Confederation announced 
on Thursday that the 2004 @FC Women’s Olympic 
Qualifying tournament will now be held in Ba, Fiji 
from 2-6 March. 

Late withdrawals from the tournament prompted 
the shift in yenue with three teams now confirmed 


ea I ————<<«- 


(@) ABSW: 


Letters to the Editor MiB Cc == 
>pecial Tribute In Praise of Ally 


he death this week of 

Alastair MacLeod has 

robbed Scottish (soccer) 
football of one of its best known 
and best loved characters. 

I first saw Ally MacLeod one 
dreich Saturday afternoon at 
Kenilworth Road, Luton in season, 
1958-59, when both Luton Town 
and Blackbur Rovers were in the 
First Division of the Football 
League. He came high stepping 
down the wing with his upright 
gait, arms pumping, determined, 
enthusiastic and angular in his 
diced shirt. 

‘The result escapes me and the 
game is long forgotten, but the 
man left an impression. Blackburn 
finished tenth in the League, clear- 
ly won by Wolverhampton 
Wanderers that season, while 
Luton, with Alan Brown at inside 
right and Billy Bingham outside 
him, lost the FA Cup Final to 


Nottingham Forest by two goals to 
‘one, 
The next year it was 


Blackburn’s turn to lose at 
‘Wembley, by three-nil to Wolves. 
And that was as close as Ally got 
to glory as a player. He finished 
his playing days at Ayr, after torrid 
spells with Hibernian and Third 
Lanark then on the verge of assas- 
sination, He took over, first as 
‘coach and then as Manager, at Ayr, 
under the chairmanship of Tam 
McGawn, the carpenter from 
Kirkmichael 


Ally became the most “sucoess- 
ful manager in Ayr United’s histo- 
ty. Up to 1970, Ayr had never 
spent more than cight consecutive 
years in the top division in peace- 
time, and eighth place was their 
best peacetime finish in 1934. But 
Ally kept Ayr in the First Division 
and later the Premier League, 
reaching 6th place twice and the 
Semi-Final of the Scottish Cup in 
1973. 

He made money for the club 
and presided over massive 
improvements to the ground and 
terracings. Somerset Park had 
been an immaculate ground over 
the years, but successive winter 
coatings with straw had recreated 
the principle of the dewpond, 
known to medieval peasants as a 
means of trapping moisture on the 

Surface, 


The whole lot had to be dug up 
and relaid, with spectacular results 
on the playing side, since Ayr usu- 
ally started off well when the 
ground was dry and fell into a 
decline when the glaur’ got too 
deep, 

Ally paid his players better than 
all but the, Old Firm and a handful 
of other clubs in the land. His 
incentive system of payments 
guaranteed winning team mem- 
bers, nearly all part-timers, a gross 
income of around £100 a week, 
when full time clubs were paying 
much less, 

His canny method paid his play- 
ers £5 a point until they got 13 
points and then £20 a point until 


the 31st of December, when they 
reverted to £5 until they had accu- 
mulated another 13. 

‘As he had calculated 26 points 
would make Ayr safe from relega~ 
tion, he had assured the platform 
from which survival and stability 
could be gained~ All this was on 
top of a basic wage of £25-£40 per 
week, while the members of the 


vers fo pass on messages to every 
likely lad reported to him by his 
scouts. 

Of course, the van-men became: 
part of his private spy force. The 
results were shown in Ayr’s youth 
team’s performance in the Celtic 
tournament and many others and 
in the stream of youngsters who 
made the first team in subsequent 


The late Ally MacLeod = 


club who had jobs outside football 
could probably average the same 
amount. 

His youth policy was the best 
the club ever had and it was all 
based on Milanda bread vans. 
Previously, Kilmarnock had snaf- 
fled the youth of Ayrshire, but by: 
‘one means or another Ally com- 
mandeered the local dejivery dri- 


years, probably a higher propor- 
‘tion of home grown talent than any 
similar club could boast. 


Many thou; jant for 


publicity -was the result of a big 


mouth and little else. But Ally 
knew the media and its needs and ~ 
was well aware that by a Thursday — 
the papers had run out of Old Firm 
stories. 


The judiciously placed tit-bit 
‘was then always likely to get a run. 
He used the press to focus atten- 
tion on his players, kept the play- 
ers on their toes and the name of 
the club and the town before the 
public. He showed what could be 
done by effort, application and 
exaggeration to keep a competent 
and professional enterprise alive, 

He handled spiky characters 
splendidly and got the best out of a 
collection of players who lacked 
the brilliance of some previous 
‘Ayr United teams. George ‘Dandy’ 
Maclean and Alec (now Sir Alec) 
Ferguson (of Manchester United) 
were two of his entertainers with 
whom he had some immortal 
struggles. He and Ferguson - ‘a 
real barrack-room lawyer’ - had 
‘some blazing rows, but profession- 
al respect and slightly bizarre 
senses of humour kept them going. 

When he left Ayr for Aberdeen 
he took over a club with lots more 
potential in the oil-rich days of the 
seventies and one which was 
beginning a long planned drive to 
the top. But it was Ally who won 
them their first trophy for seven 
years and this resulted in his selec- 
tion for the Scotland job. 

Arguments will rage forever 


Argentinian debac! 
expectations raised were unrealis- 
tic, but had a normally reliable 
penalty-taker not made a hash of 
‘one kick, the story, if not the even- 


Bui who is to sa}-whether it is 
indivi ‘uals or characters who 
count / that level. Gharlic Cooke, 
footb: fer extraordinary, once said 
that en he put on a Scotland jer- 
sey he found himself doing things 
he we'd never haye contemplated 
in ten ears of club football, with 
the result that afté¥ twenty minutes 
of an ternational he was physi- 
cally ond emotionally drained. 

Ally § successors, with cooler 
and qpore rational approaches to 
the game, have not yef managed to 
produce more consistent or satis- 
factory results, 

Later he returned to club man- 
agement with Ayr, Airdrie, 
Motherwell and Ayr again, not 
winning trophies but producing 
teams which were always triers 
like the man himself. 

He died after a long battle with 
illness, but up until very recently 
he could be seen in the stand at 
Somerset Park quietly observing 
the current generation of United 
players. 

When the balance is struck, as 
‘one day it should be, as to what 
Ally MacLeod put into and took 
out of Scottish football, then there 
can be doubt that he gave far more 
than he received, And that’s pay 


jo doubt the at least. one Scot defiantly wet — 


‘out for many years ina jersey with 

‘Argentina 1978” emblazoned"on 

it. Wher will we see you like 
in, i? 


tual outcome, could have been — Ify _-ver do then life and the 


very different. 


game 


YOUTH DEVLOPMENT 
_ GONE WRONG 


Dear Sir, 

‘As you know I ama loyal soccer supporter. In par- 
ticular I like to see the youth develop; and I am very 
happy to see what the AIS Canberra, NSWIS and 
Queensland Academy are developing talented players 
for Australian soccer and the national team, 

But as a national soccer league club is concerned, 
they don't develop as many mere as the previously 
mentioned institutes. 

Every club in the NSL has got one or two young 
players playing in and out, but there are two clubs that 
do very little (almost nothing) to develop their young 
players. 

‘Those clubs are Parramatta Power and Sydney 
Olympic. 

For instance, Parramatta have one ‘Joey’- Angelo 
Martino who played every game in the world cup 
from start to finish; and still the Parramatta coach is 
too blind to see his talent and to give him an opportu- 
nity, , 

And as Olympic is concerned they've got two 
‘Joeys' — Richie Cardozo and Lockie who were out- 
standing in the world cup. 

Richie was good enough to play every game from 
the start in the world cup; and the struggling Olympic 
still did not give those two guys a fair go. 

Can anybody wake up these coaches? 

+ If the coaches persist on running their team like 
they are, they will only end up destroying. talent rather 
than developing it. 


Yours Sincerely, 


From the email 
Kevin Trinh 


Ned Zelic: Former Socceroo star mad a 
stern point about not being selected in 
Farina’s squad. 


ARROGANCE 
THE KEY 


Dear Sir, 

It-came to my attention that being an arrogant play- 
er can get you places and it also sparks up media 
attention to the fullest. 

An in-depth interview on Ned Zelic some weeks 
ack painted the picture of a player spoiled with arro- 
gance but to his credit had the tight to voice his opin- 
ion against Frank Farina. 
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as Kewell, ‘Viduka or Bresciano — please! 


After not selecting him for a series of matches, one 
had to wonder whether it was worth Zelic’s patience 
to play the waiting game. 

A talented player by his own standards, Zelic obvi- 
ously drummed up support for starting in the 
Socceroo squad. 

Many players in the world share the same opinion 
as Zelic. 

‘Look at Nicolas Anelka for instance. 

He has yet to play for France for quite some time 
now due to his tongue and cheek behavior with past 
French coaches and yet he is regarded as on of the best 
players in the world. 

Eric Cantona would be another example too, The 


. French master was totally superb for Manchester 


United and yet his efforts went unnoticed by French 
officials. 

Many people seem to had the wrong idea on Zelic 
and his decision not to play for the Australians again. 

Some dubbed him an Anti-Australian — the truth 
however is that he wanted to play for his country but 
the opportunity was thrown away thanks to Frank 
Farina and crew. 

Let’s not make the same mistake with players such 


Carl Livatori, 
Cromer, NSW. 


MUNRO AND THE 
BLUES 


Dear Sir, 

What a year its been so far for my beloved South 
Melboume side. The tides have certainly changed for 
the better under Stuart Munro. 

Success was needed at a club that has been rich in 
culture and history and already people have seen the 
resurgence of a once power unit of Australian soccer. 


LS 


1 believ® that South Melbourne are revolutionizing 
the sport in Australia. 

‘Their efforts to pick up hi-tech equipment as men- 
tioned in your paper some weeks back and the erowd 
averages have been one of the best in the land. 

Last year South failed to get into the finals but this 
year looks like a whole different story. 

‘One thing’s for sure, at the rate the club is going, 
the Blues will certainly be part of the new APL set-up 
next year. 


= George Thomas, 
St Kilda, VIC. 


e AKZO 


VSF KILL 
KNIGHTS 


Sadly the VSF failed to allow 
the Knight into this seasons VPL 
competition which will probably 
spell the end for this great institu- 
tion, 

With the VPL season only 
weeks away from starting, the pre- 
mier national competition will 
once again fail to receive any 
mainstream media coverage or any 
increase in profile, unless there is 
some crowd violence. 

So the competition that is sup- 
posed to be our states elite will 
start with a yawn again — what a 
wasted opportunity. 


SHIELDS DOES 
IT AGAIN 


When South officials discoy- 
ered Mark Shield was the referee 
for the final derby game there were: 
a few jokes regarding the number 
of South penalties he would ignore 
this week. 

Humor gave way to extreme 
frustration early in the match when 
Melbourne Knights keeper Vilson 
Knezevic twice released the ball 
well outside his area, the fist time 
only 2 minutes into the first half in 
clear view of Shield and his assis- 


tant. 

With the goal difference 
between South and Parramatta 
being so close every goal takes on 
added significance. Meanwhile 
South fans will hope they don’t see 
the name of M Shield. 
sheet again this season. 


TIME FOR A 
DRINK 


After the derby most of the 


Knights players joined their South 
opponents for a few drinks in the 
Champions Bar. 

‘The significance of the occasion 
was not lost with many of the 
Sommers Street boys staying back 
for quite some time. 

While players lounges with 
player post match drinks is making 
a resurgence in Europe, especially 
in England, it happens to rarely in 
Australia, 

Unfortunately Sunday nights 
referee didn’t see fit to join the 
players for that drink. 


NOT ON BUSINESS 

Entering the South Presidents 
Lunch I saw one of Australia’s 
best known company doctors 
Mark Mentha. The former KPMG 
man who is now one half of Korda 
Mentha was a guest of the South 
Melbourne Club. 

With him were some of the 
leading lights of the Melbourne 
finance community which includ- 
ed several of the ANZ Bank struc- 
tured finance team as well as 
eminent Banking and Finance 
Lawyer, Gadens Managing Partner 
Nick Stretch. 

‘And they know something 
about soccer too, they had collec- 
tively purchased Kristian Sarkies 
in the Man of the Match Calcutta 
which yielded the finance boys a 
dividend of $1,000, 


CONGRATS 


‘Two great guys reach important 
career milestones tonight. 


Tunbridge who plays his 100th” ‘Their opponents” in Saturdays ™ 


NSL game, Scott has been a great 
asset to both Adelaide City and 
South Melbourne and is only 21 
years old, while his captain 


Vaughan Coveny chalks up 300 
games tonight. 

Tunbridge’s young trainees are 
particularly excited about the 
milestone, they say the strawberry. 
milkshake is on them this week. 


South Melbourne star 
striker Vaughan Coveny 
chalked up his 300th NSL 
match last weekend. 


HELLENIC CUP 
Brunswick City’s season got off 
to the best possible start overnight 
with the team winning their way 


through to the final of the Hellenic 


final are East Altona PAOK. , 

Brunswick have recruited very 
strongly with a big season expect- 
ed from the emerging club. 


Calendar girl in 


he’s appeared in two men’s magazines 

"ith not much on, her breasts helped to 
move 50,000-odd calendars and she was 
once yoted the eighth sexiest woman in 
Australia. 

Now the only number that matters to Amy 
‘Taylor is the starting 11 for the Matildas. 

Taylor was last week named in the 18-member 
women’s soccer team for the Australia Cup and 
next month’s Olympic qualifiers in Fiji — the 
first time she'll appear in the national colours in 
almost two years. 

‘The 24-year-old defender from Canberra, best 
known for a revealing spread in the Matildas’ 
1999 cash-raising calendar and some pictorials 
with Inside Sport and Ralph magazines, now 
wants to be taken seriously for her soccer. 

Taylor was considering giving the game away 
after not playing for eight months in 2003 but a 
strong season with the Canberra Eclipse in the 
Women’s National Soccer League club suggested 
she could again cut it at the top level. 

“Midway through (last) season all the teams 
came down to Canberra and I got a chance to see 
everyone in action. I knew I was playing pretty 
well but after that I thought I could give ita go,” 
Taylor said. = 
“The memory of being No.19 (the standby 
player) for the Olympics was a bit nasty, It was a 
cloud hanging over my head but I guess it’s 
always going to be there and now I just have to 
make the most of my opportunities.” 

As for the displays of flesh, Taylor said the 

}»groupcalendar was a thing of the past but she 
would continue the magazine Work as long as it 
didn’t interfere with her sport. , 

“The decision 1 made to be a part of that 
(calendar) I don’t regret but we've moved on. I 


Matildas 


One HOT prospect: Pin-Up girl Al 
Taylor has been selected for the Matildas 
‘squad during next month's Olympic 

\qualifiers. 


hope people now come to watch the football,” 
she said, 

“As for what I do that’s a little bit of my life 
outside soccer, t’s really a separate issue and 1 
don’t like them to cross paths too much these 
days.” 

_- Source - AAP 


PREMIERSHIP BIZARRIO 


It's Nige and Derek here from 
BananaTV's Premiership Bizarrio. Each 
week we give you the news and our views 
from around the grounds of the English 
Premier League. 


Last week saw the slamming shut of the 
transfer-window until the end.of the sea- 
son. What use this window serves is 
beyond Derek and myself, However, last 
week saw the end of January sale rush 
with some frenzied activity on the transfer 
front, 

‘The biggest shock of the January sales 
was the purchase by none other than 
Tottingham Hapless Hotspurs. They sunk 
7 mil of their hard earned on promising 
West Hammereds’ striker Jerry Dafoe. We 
feel extremely sorry for Dafoe, as his 
promising career is about to come to a 
gtinding halt. 

What a fall from grace as heaps of bol- 
locks linked him with ManU and The 
‘Arse, who even offered 5 mil for the 
youngster. Now he is destined to rot away 
at Heart Attack Lane. 

In the Sweet FA Cup replay where Man 
City pulled off one of the biggest come- 
backs in Sweet FA Cup history by turning 
around a 3 zip half time deficit to a 4-3 
victory and with ten men. Dafoe must 
have been looking on and thinking “what 
the f*** have I done! 

Spurs will now have the shortest strike 
force in history with Robbie “Rolly Polly” 


Keane and Jerry Dafoe, both being verti- 
cally challenged. Spurs then went back to 
the bank manager to see if they could get 
a personal loan for 5 mil, to leg if back to 
the sales and pick up Leeds stopper, Paul 
Robinson, 

However, the bank manager got wise to 
Spurs’ sittation and would only give them 
4 mil, Subsequently Hapless Hotspurs lost 
out...again. So much for 
the 15 mil promised to 
the new manager in the 
off-season. 

In other bollotks, 
Mickey Bridges joined 
‘The Toon on a 3-month 
loan from Cashless 
Leeds. This will become 
a permanent deal once 
the season is over as 
Alan “DIY” Shearer is a 
big fan of the former 
Blunderland hit man. Harry Redknapp got 
himself a deal when he signed Lomana 
Lua Lua for a 3-month loaner and signed 
Leichester defender, John Curtis on a free- 
bie. 

Huddersfield Town were celebrating 
last week because they thought they had 
seen off the possibility that they would 
loose striker, Jon Stead to Blackpudding 
Rovers. This week they are all crying in 
their beer as the Blackpudding outfit 
signed him for | million squid. Even The 
Arse put their hands in their empty sky- 


Bananas TV 


rockets and found a spare 20 mil to sign 
Spanish striker come midfielder, Jose 
Reyes. Reyes promptly started to retum 
the outlay by scoring an O.G to dump The 
Arse out of the Milkman’s Carling Cup. 
Way to go Jose! Boro, who dumped The 
Arse on their Arse, tried really hard to sign 
‘The V Bomber from Leeds but could only 
raise 4-mil (Boro rhust have the same bank 
manager as Spurs). 
Vids is now seeing out 
the rest of the season in 
a-relegation dogfight 
and will no doubt be 
offski in the off-season. 
New Chelski boy, 
Scott Parker has a bit of 
explaining to do as a 
photo that»was taken 5 


Premiership = hon its 
Bizerrio months ago reared it 


ugly head in“The Sun”. 
Scotty boy was pictured 
holding a placard stating that the Chelski 
were sh*t and so were Spurs, Well Scotty 
Boy we all know that Spurs are what you 
claim but we bet you wish you had left it 
at that and not included your new employ- 
ers in your statement. Scotty Boy started 
his first game against the Blackpudding 
Rovers and basically had a shocker before 
getting yanked in the second half. Get 
used to that feeling Scotty Boy! 

Whilst on the Boys in Red, Frank 
‘Lampard Jnr made some interesting com- 
ments regarding Claudette Makele’s hid- 
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den asset, His tackle. No not the bone 
crunching effort on the field, he was talk- 
ing about the apparent boa constrictor 
between his legs. 

Franks said that Makele was hung like a 
donkey and only gave a-mile when Frank 
keeps constantly remarking on it. Frank 
reckons that itis between 18 inches and 24 
inches depending on the weather. Frankie, 
why can’t you keep your eyes off Claude's 
member? People will start questioning 
what side of the fence you are on if you 
keep banging on about that subject. 
Needless to say, Makele now has a mas- 


sive female following. Which he has gotto 


be happy about! 

One |ast little piece of news from 
Milton Keynes new team, Wimbledon. 
‘They are in sooo much trouble and players 
are leaving on a daily basis that manager, 
Stuart Murdoch has said that he doesn’t 
know what players are coming to training 
from one day to the next. Being 16 points 
adrift at the bottom of Division One, 
makes us think that Murdoch should be 
Jooking at the positions vacant column. 

There endith another week of Bizarrio 
in-the Premier League. You can tune your 
computers in cach week to 
www.bananatv.com for all the latest bol- 
locks. 


See you here next week! 
Nige & Derek 
Premiership Bizarrio 


Jermaine Defoe: Will his move to 
the Spurs prove worth-while? 


vil 
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Farina tight lipped 


By Mark van Aken 


‘n his mind the squad is finalised, 

but Socceroo coach Frank Farina 

wants fo cross the t’s and dot the 
before divulging too much of his 
Socceroos team to play Venezuela in 
Caracas on February 19. 

What he did give away was that there 
would be “one. or two” young players 
from the Olyroos included in the squad 
— but he would not say who they might 
be, He stressed that he would pick the 
best ‘available’ squad, hinting that a 
number of regular fixtures in the side 
may be AWOL for a host of different 
reasons, 

There were talk that Marconi young- 
ster Alex Brosque would be included, 
] however his sound but largely unspec- 
tacular form during the recent Olyroos 
series has perhaps put pay to this for 
now, 

‘The squad that will be announced this 
week is likely to be without some major 
strike power in the form of Mark 
Viduka. 

‘The V Bomber’ has been out of 
action for several weeks after returning 
home to Australia to visit his sick father. 
He is only expected back at Leeds 
United later this week meaning he 
would have to make-the trip to South 
} America only days after arriving in 
} Yorkshire. Farina noted that Viduka had 
been hard to get in contact with in 
} Melbourne and as such, a large cloud 
lingers over the former Melbourne 
Knights availability for Venezuela. 
Another likely to miss is Scott 
Chipperfield, the FC Basel and always- 

dedicated Socceroo’s wife is expecting a 
} child around the time of the match and 
thus may be unavailable. This further 
paves the way for Milwall midfielder 
‘Tim Cahill to make his Australian debut, 
becoming available to Farina in the New 
Yeat due to a change in FIFA eligibility 
tules. The major focus will be on Paul 


jon Socceroo line up 


Okon, the:national skipper who has been 
at the centre of rumours at second divi- 
sion Italian side Vicenza. 

"ve spoken to Paul and it is 
Cult situation because he hasn’t played 
in nearly 8 weeks,” said Farina, adding 
that talk of a move to the Belgian second 
division was close to completion (it 
since has been). 
While refusing to rule out Okon, 
Farina would not confirm whether or not 
the captain would be included in the 
team. If Okon does miss, Farina must 
then name a replacement captain, for at 
least this game — perhaps permanently. 

“T wont divulge the captain” adding, 

“I don't believe that any players days 
are numbered as long as they are playing 
well”. By that criterion, Okon would be 
seemingly be at risk of losing his spot in 
the Socceroos midfield, at least for the 
inean time, 
When asked if a player like Okon 
Should look at returning to Australia to 
take part in the proposed Premier 
League, Farina agreed this would be an 
option for not just Okon but a number of 
foreign based players struggling to 
make an impact, which would no doubt 
be music to the ears of Frank Lowy and 
his administration. 

Given that Venezuela now sits 5th in 
South America, albeit after four games 
(the Sth placed team will play-off 
against Oceania for a spot in Germany), 
Farina welcomes the game as one that 
will provide his troops with at least 
some insight into the melting pot that is 
South American football. 

“It is good that it opens us up to the 
conditions there, in the playing style, the 
hotels and the cities, (however) nothing 
can prepare you for the hostility and 
atmosphere of a qualifier”. 

Asked if for this reason the game is 
more important than other friendlies? 
Farina played a straight bat, “It will be 


. important, every game is important”. 


‘By Mark van Aken 


f the Olympics were 
tomorrow the public 


wouldn’t be alone in its 
skepticism pertaining to the 
Olyroos making an impact in 
Athens. 

Tt seems the coaching staff 
would join most in soccer cir- 
cles with their doubts on our 
chances. 

However Frank Farina 
wanted to impress upon the 
Australian public that there is 
more than 6 months of fine- 
tuning to get the machine that 
is our Under 23 team ready for 
the race. 

Flying in the face of public 
and media criticism of his 
team, Frank Farina and the 
Olyroos dodged the potential 
banana skin that is Oceania 
and more precisely New 
Zealand to qualify for their 5th 
consecutive Olympic Games. 
Farina would not admit it to a 
teleconference last week, but 
both he and his side must be 
taking great joy in serving it 
up to sections of the Australian 
media that labeled this the 
worst Olyroos team ever. 

“[’m just happy for the lads 
and their performance in the 
circumstances” said a humble 
Farina. As for the next step, he 
has in his own mind a program 
that will deliver the Olyroos to 
Athens with sufficient match 
practice and team balance to 
give the team every opportuni- 
ty to advance past the group 


stage. 
“T have discussed it (with 
the ASA) and they want us to 


do well, preparations will be 
‘on the table over the next 
week”. 

Farina denies that any 
moves to include Patrick 
Kisnorbo and Brad Jones (who 
made themselves unavailable 
for the OFC Qualifiers) in the 
Olympic team would be a back 
flip. He stressed that he had 
never publicly or privately 


- Green and Gold Army Series Sree".&.Gots 


Plenty of work ahead 
for the Olyroos — 


include the allowed 3 ‘over- 
age’ players for Athens, how- 
ever Farina stressed that 
nothing is set in stone, 

The Senior and Under 23 
coach does however argue that 
the inclusion of over-age play- 
ers may “disrupt the team bal- 
‘ance both on and off the pitch” 
adding that “the times we have 
performed poorly (at the 


There's still a lot of work to be done - Olyroo coach 
Frank Farina hoping to fine tune his squad for 
Athens later this year 


ruled out the players, but had 
simply said they would be 
looked at if and when the team 


‘The same can be said of the 
apparent decision to not 


Olympics) is when we have 
had over-age players”. 

‘There was a distinct impres- 
sion that while Kisnorbo and 
Jones had not been ruled out of 
Olyroo calculations, they had 


the job i in front of them to con- 
vince the coaching staff-of 
their worthiness ahead of play- 
« like Jade North and Eugene 

alekovic who performed 
well in the absence of the 
British based players, 

“Jade took the opportunity 
with both hands..... I don't see 
it (the goal keeping spot) as 
Eugene against Jones as such”, 
hinting there were a number of 
other keepers also in the mix. 

Farina. did impress. that 
while missing the recent quali- 
fiers may in fact be forgiven, 
further absences in the lead up 
would not, “To be included in 
the team each player would 
have to be involved in the 6 
month preparation”, 

On what exactly that prepa- 
ration would be, the gaffer was 
playing his cards close to his < 
chest. “Some players will be 
finished in February and April, 
the overseas boys in May. We 
would be looking at 2 tourna- 
ments in June/July which will 
hopefully provide a schedule 
that will keep them fit and 
edgey”. This issue is of para- 
mount concern considering the 
high number of-locally based 
players in the side, 3 

For the NSL crew most will 
wind up at the end, of this 
month, their off-season contin- 
uing through to Athens. It is 
for this reason that it is imper- 
ative that the ASA delivers 
Farina his desired program of 
matches or perhaps see the 
Olyroos suffer the same fate as 
the team at Sydney 2000, bow- 
ing out ingloriously after the 
group stage. 


; 


By Richard Evans 


he party flew out of 
Sydney on Friday the 
20d January and land- 


ed at London Heathrow on 
Saturday 34 January to be 
met by the International 
‘Academy representative Mr. 
Frank Coles. 

After introductions we were 
‘on the bus and on our way to 
Manchester to the City of 
Manchester stadium to watch 
the FA Cup tie between 
Manchester City and Leicester 
City which ended in a 2-2 draw. 
Quite a lively game in terms of 
goals but little to write home 
about in terms of quality. Both 
teams seemed to be devoid of 
ideas and inventiveness, which 
is probably reflected in their 
respective positions in the 
Premiership. 


Sunday 44 January. 

A sleep in this moming to 
get over the flight and to get 
acclimatized and then on the 
bus at lunch time fora trip over 
the snow capped pennines (0 
Flland Road Leeds to wateh the 
FA Cup ‘tie between Leeds 
United and Arsenal. A good 
game to watch with Leeds tak- 
ing the lead through Mark 
Viduka, which only served 10 
kick start the Arsenal machine 
into gear and then they cruised 
through the gears to record a I- 
4 win and a passage into the 
next round, The touch, pace, 
inténsity and mobility of the 
Arsenal team was an education 
imitself to wateh. 


Monday 5¢ January. 

‘Of to the Academy at Kirby 
this morning to watch and par- 
ticipate, for those that were 
able, in the Goalkeeper session 
with Billy Stewart. Billy 
Stewart coaches all the 
Academy Goalkeepers from 
under 9's right through to the 
under 19's, 

‘The boys were treated to ses- 
sions on warm up and agility, 
handling, shot stopping coupled 
with the back pass and dealing 
with crosses, The whole session 
‘went for two hours, 

‘After lunch we were given 
an official introduction to the 
Academy by Mr. Steve 
Heighway the Academy 
Director. Steve spoke about his 
‘own career and how he came to 
Liverpool as a player as a 23 
year old through the English 
University Football system and 
how after a career in America 
hhe came back to Liverpool to 
run the Academy program 
where he has been ever since. 
Highlights for Steve were the 
class of 80 which produced the 
likes of: - Michael Owen, 
Steven Gerrard, Robbie Fowler, 
Jamie Carragher, Steve 
Thompson, Steve 
McManimen, Steven Wright 
and Dominic Mateo to name 
but a few. 

One of Steve's other lesser 
known achievements was to 
‘create a career path in coaching, 
for players who were not up to 
the Liverpool standard but had 
been through the Liverpool sys- 
tem. This he has now achieved 
and is still achieving with the 
majority of the staff at the 
‘Academy most of which have 
been through the system, 

‘When Steve had finished his. 
address we were invited outside: 
‘to watch the under 17 and under 


19 train with Dave Shannon, 
John Owens and Billy Stewart 
respectively. Billy worked with 
the Keepers whilst Dave took 
the 17’s-and John the 19’s. 

Before a ball was kicked all 
players were put through a 
stretching and mobility routine 
by Julian Monk the fitness and 
conditioning coach for the 
‘Academy. This went for 
approximately 25 minutes with 
‘a corresponding warm down at 
the end of the session, This rou- 
tine was eyident for all 
‘Academy age groups. 

Dave worked with the under 
17's on a fast possession and 
transition game of 3 v3v 3 ina 
rectangular area of 30 x 15 
which he later changed to 25 x 
25, Coaching points were a 
good early touch and get your 
head up early to see where that 
good first touch can go and 
always good body shape. Points 
were then introduced for the 
‘number of consecutive passes. 

The under 19’s with John 
were working on a shooting 
session which started just out- 
side the box with players being 
asked to finish just inside the 
box. Mannequins were used for 
the players to run at and go 
around, Coaching points were 
good touch and a good early 
decision which way you were 
going to go around the man- 
nequin so that your touch 
‘around or across the mannequin 
‘was followed by a shot on goal. 
Shooting techniques encour- 
aged were strike through the 
centre of the ball, whip through 
the ball to impart spin into and 


At the conclusion of both 
sessions the boys were split into 
two teams of 9-a-side with 
goalkeepers and played a game 
from half way to goal with two 
full size goals and penalty area 
wide. The emphasis as always 
‘was on quality of pass, quality 
‘of movement, look forward and 
play forward whenever possi- 
ble. To do this requires a con- 
stant readjusting of body shape. 

‘The session concluded with 
Julian Monk taking the boys for 
a warm down and stretch. 

Next on the agenda was a 
discussion in the Lecture the- 
atre with Stuart Gelling, who is 
the Director of Community 
Football and Stuart's lecture 
naturally, was on “Football in 
the community The Liverpool 
way”, We all went for a coffee 
‘and then into the Lecture the- 
atre ready for our discussion. 

‘Stuart spoke about his role in 
the community and the role of 
the other coaches who worked 
with him. He said that in the 
past they had tried to get out to 
as many schools as possible but 
how the weather was often 
‘against them. So what they do 
now is to organize as many 
tournaments as possible where 
the schools come to the 
‘Academy at Kirby and play in 
after school and in school tour- 
naments in the indoor centre. 

‘This way they can see more 
children playing the game as 
well as the children in the 
development centres around the 
area plus any child that the 
scouts recommend to come in 
for training. 

After Stuart’s discussion we 
broke for more coffee and then 
over to the indoor centre to 
‘observe the under 9 and the 
under 10 training. 

‘The under 9 to under 14 


training is stipervised by Mr. 
Paul Lever who is the assistant 
‘Academy Director and it was 
Paul who conducted the ses- 
sions this evening. 

‘The under 10's went through 
a similar warm to the ugider 17 
and under 19's but not as 
intense with more emphasis on 
technique. Whilst they were 
doing their warm up Paul took 
the under 9’s who started with 
individual ball work. The move 
this evening was to move with 
the ball and on call stop and put 
‘one foot on top of the ball with 
the other foot slightly to one 
side with the knee bent so that 
you are in a““V" shape with the 
ball. On the next call role your 
foot down the ball towards your 
‘other foot and then push away 
using the outside of that foot. 
‘This was repeated with both 
feet for no more than 8 minutes. 

The players were then orga- 
nized into a small sided game 
conducted in a 25 x 25 area of 2 
-y 2 with a target player at each 
side of the square. The reds 
played across and the blues 
played the other way. Once you 
got the ball to your target play- 
er he then had to pass it back in 


Liverpool won the game 2-0 
with goals from Potter and 
Walsh. The game was watched 
by Phil Thompson the Assistant 
‘Manager, Sammy Lee the First 
Team Coach, Ian Rush the 
Sttikers Coach, Joe Corrigan 
the Goalkeeper Coach and Mr. 
Rick Pary the CEO to name 
but afew. 

After the game we all had 
Junch and then prepared our- 
selves for a lecture by Mr. 
Barry Whitbread on 
Scouting, 

‘This was followed by a pre- 
sentation by Mr. Paul Lever 
who is the Assistant Academy 
‘Manager looking after 9-14, 

We rounded the afternoon 
off with an informal chat with 


Way BERD 


The touring coaches were: - Mr. Richard Evans, Tour leader, Steve & Nicole 


and a3 x3 box in the centre of 
the diamond. Two of the adja- 
‘cent comers had a ball at their 
feet and one boy was in the 
middle box. One the word go 
‘one player passed the ball 
crisply” to the boy in the mid- 
de who received it side on with 
a swivel motion and then 
passed it on to the opposite cor- 
ner using the same foot. He 
then followed the pass and the 
passer then ran to the middle to 
receive a ball from the other 
comer, this was then repeated 
right through with the cue 
‘words being crisp passes and 
swivel when receiving. Quality 
at all times. 


Wednesday 7" January. 
As this was a three: game 
week for Liverpool their was 
very little activity at Melwood 
as the first team squad had 
played at Yeovil on Sunday 
recovery session on Monday, 
light session on Tuesday after- 
noon and then fly down to 
London on Tuesday night for 
the game with Chelsea on the 
Wednesday night a recovery 
session on Thursday afternoon 
and then Training on Friday 
before the game against Aston 


Ross from the Riverina Branch, Michael Skeen from Western Branch, John 
and Mathew Capara from CSI Schofields, Dean Eedy from CSI Schofields 
Steve Roach from Far South Coast, Ray Hale from Far South Coast, Derryn 
‘Amoroso from Adelaide, Michael Katzakis from the NSW & Australian Deaf 
Soccer Association, Ari Aligiannis from Leichhardt Tigers in Sydney. 


process began again the other 
way. If the opposition players 
won the ball they then had to 
play either one of their target 
players in whom then fed the 
‘other player and the process 
began again, 

‘This game was played for 10 
minutes and then the under 9 
group went to Julian and the 
under 10 group came to Paul. 
‘The two sessions were then 
Tepeated. 


‘Tuesday ot January. 

This morning we went to the 
Academy and we were treated 
toa game between a Liverpool 
Reserve side and a. Wrexham 
XI. The game had been 
arranged as a fitness test for 
Jamie Carragher who had been 
recovering from a broken leg 
sustained earlier in the season. 
Also in the Liverpool side were 
Salif Djou, Gregory Vignol, 
John Walsh, David Potter all of 
whom had lad first team expe- 
rience plus the younger profes- 
sionals who were on the verge 
of first team football. 

The Wrexham side was 
made up of young professionals 
and some reserve team players. 


Dave Shannon and John Owens 
who coach the under 17 and the 
under 19 respectively. Much of 
the talk centred around the 
“Festival Cup” played in 
Adelaide in August of last year 
in which the Liverpool under 
19 participated and the pro- 
posed change by the Academies 
next season 2004/2005 when all 
‘Academy teams will finish at 
under 18, 

‘The rest of the afternoon and 
evening we watched the Under 


* $s training which was all very 


basic but done very well and 
then on to the under IL, 12,15 
& 16, Most ‘Of us chose to 
watch the under 12's train as 
‘one of their team members was 
a Thomas Ince son of the 
famous Paul Ince. 

The 12's, after a warm up 
with Julian Monk, went into a 
juggling and touch routine with 
some innovations both solo and 
in paits. This was followed by 
‘some circle work all with a ball 
not to dissimilar to that which 
we do here in NSW. They then 
moved onto a passing and 
receiving drill in a 25 x 25 dia- 
‘mond shape with 4 small gates 
at each comer of the diamond 


Villa on the Saturday. 

So our visit to Melwood on 
the Wednesday moming was 
very special as we'were given 
the Royal tour by Mr. Hughie 
McCauley the Reserve Team 
Coach. Hughie had previously 
worked at the Academy but he 
had recently been transferred to 
Melwood to work with the 
Young professionals and to try 
and build a stronger rapport 
between the Academy and 
Melwood. 

Prior to our tour we went 
‘outside to watch a recovery ses- 
sion for the rest of the lads who 
liad played against Wrexham 
the day before, players involved 
in the session were Chris 
Kirkland, Jamie Carragher, 
Salif Djou, Milan Baros (like 
Carragher he was recovering 
from a broken leg) Xavi (the 
Portuguese defender they had 
signed from Everton and who. 
hhad just completed a loan spell 
at Galatasary in Turkey) plus all 
the other lads who had played 
yesterday. After a 12. minute 
fartlek session the majority of 
the players went in for a mas- 
sage but Djou, Xavi, Baros and 
John Walsh stayed outside with 


Hughie McCauley for a passing 
} crossing session based on 
defending. . 

After Hughie had completed 
his session and the boys had 
completed their warm down 
and stretch (all conducted in 
silence so that they can focus on 
what they are doing) Hughie 
gave us the grand tour of the 
facilities both for staff and play- 
ers. The word palatial best 
describes the facilities at 
Melwood with a state of the art 
gymnasium. 

In the afternoon the coaches 
went on a tour of the museum at 
Anfield and a tour of Anfield 
itself with the compulsory visit 
to the supporters shop at 
Anfield which is now replen- 
ishing depleted stocks due to a 
thrifty couple from the Riverina 
and a young lad from Adelaide, 

I myself went to the Everton 
‘Academy at Netherton to meet 
an old friend Ray Hall who is 
the Academy Director at 
Everton FC and we watched a 
training game between the 
under 17 and the under 19 
mixed up who were preparing 
for the weekends games against 
Liverpool and Crewe 
Alexander. The under 17’s 
ended up winning 4-1 against 
Liverpool and the under 19’s 
won 1-0 at Crewe the following 
Saturday, 

‘That night we all went to 
Goodison Park to watch 
Everton ys. Arsenal in the 
Premiership. The game ended 
in a 1-1 draw which was no 
good to Arsenal but a valuable 
point for Everton, 


Thursday 88 January. 

Off to the Academy this 
mpming for tea and toast with 
the staff and then into the 
indoorarena to watch the under 
17 and under 19 train. The 
under 17 were with Julian 
Monk doing their weilgtt work 
and the under 19°s were with 
Daye Shannon and John Owen 
working on technique. Dave 


was working on the technique ~ 


of receiving and passing and 
John was working on volleying, 
straight on and side on. 

After the session the 
Australia coaches plus the 
Academy coaches played a 
game against the Liverpool 
Legends team who play in over 
405 tournaments around 
Europe. The team was put 
together and is coordinated by 
Phil Neal and Alan Kennedy 
and between them, the team 
that is, they have amassed in 
excess of 75 medals in League 
championships, FA" Cup, 
League Cup and European Cup 
winner's medals. Just a few of 
the players who played avere as 
follows: Rick Parry (CEO) 
John Aldridge, Ronnie Whelan, 
Phil Neal, Alan Kennedy, Rob 
Jones, David Johnson, Barry 
Whitbread, Bobby Delgado et 
al. 


Following the game Lee 
Congerton gave a presentation 
on his study trips to Juventus 
followed by a presentation by 
Stuart Gelling and Ian Brunskill 
on The Four Comers of Player 
Development and a Player 
Development Philosophy. The 
rest of the evening was free, 


Friday 94 January. 
Friday morning and back to 
the Academy for a fitness ses- 
sion with Julian Monk who, as 
we have mentioned before is 


the Fitness / Weights coach for 
the Academy players. Julian put 
the players and some of the 
‘coaches through a very steady 2 
hour session looking at the 
techniques of weight lifting 
using broom handledand wood- 
en weights for the younger 
players to get used tg the cor- 
rect technique: Running styles 
and techniques were looked at 
as well as some SAQ tech- 
niques plus foot placement 
when engaging the quick step 
Jadder and the hurdles. 

Lunch was talfén at 1.30pm 
followed by an impromptu 
invitation to sit in on a video 
session with the under 17 and 
under 19's from their last game 
witha view to preparing for 
Saturday's game against Crewe. 
‘The session then moved out 
onto the park and was conduct- 
ed by Dave Shannon and John 
Owen. 

The last session of the day 
was presented by Mr. Tim 
Devine who is the player wel- 
fare officer and looks after all 
other aspects of the players 
welfare, school, social, psycho- 
Jogical, home problems if 
necessary. Tim basically keeps 
the lads on track and focused 
whilst they are off the pitch and 
out of the arena, A very inter- 
esting and in-depth look into 
the inner workings of the 
‘Academy system, 


4 

Saturday 10! January 

After being privy to the pre- 
match video session and on 
field session it was interesting 
to watch the game between 
Liverpool and Crewe under 
19's, The first half was not the 
best and you would have 
thought that the video session 
and. practical session had_not 
taken place however after a half 
time “chat” the Tiverpool play- 
ers came out more focused and 
played to instructions in the 
second half to record a 1-0 win, 

Once the game vas over it 
was a round of goodbyes and 
then on the bus for London 
Heathrow and then back to 
Australia. 

My sincere thanks to all the 
coaches for making it a memo- 
rable trip and a great learning 
experience. 

‘Some quotes from the 
coaches to close my report: 

Ray Hale, Far South Coast 
Soccer Association “To be part 
of the inner workings of a very 
professional club / organization 
such as Liverpool and seeing 
the “Liverpool way” is reward- 
ing both in knowledge and per- J] 
sonal development” 

Derryn* Amoroso, 
‘Adelaide; “Good to be learning 
in a comfortable and relaxed 
environment” 

Steven Ross, Riverina: “A 
eat experience and a great 
privilege to see the workings of 
a great family club” 

Michael Skeen; Western 
Branch: “A great learning 
experience” 

My thanks to all the coaches 
fof making it such a good tout, 
to Mr. Frank Coles the 
“International Academy” repre= 
sentative for his patience and 
perseverance and to Liverpool 
FC for opening their doors to 
us. 


= Richard A. Evans. 
Regional Manager of 
Coaching & Development. 
Soccer NSW Western 
Branch. 
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Essendon Royals | Fawkner Blues 6 
Knox City 0 Frankston Pines 3 


Played Monday Monday 9 February 2004 


Bulleen Zebras vy Whittlesea Stallions 


Bentleigh Greens 5 Oakleigh Cannons 0 


) Friday 6 February 2004 sage ica 
Green Gully Cavaliers 0 St Albans Saints 0 Parnas ghee ke 
Saturday 7 February 2004 Fawkner Blues A} 2 OF 56. 6a te 
Preston Lions (Chris Emsovski) 1 Altona Magic 0 Benllcigh Greens 1 1 0 0 5 0 3 
“Sunday 8 February 2004 pean eee toh Cae 
Bentleigh Greens (Benjamin Caffrey) 1 Oakleigh Relea y 1 oe 
Cannons (Juan Nilo 2, Con Anthopoulos) 3 Green CaS pa ee Eo 
Essendon Royals (Len Catalano, Cameron Miles) 2 Bullen Zebras, = 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
it Whittlesea Stallions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
crear nlues 9 StAlbans Saints 1 0 0 1 0 2 
3 Knox City 0 Frankston Pines 0 e cs 9 
Played Monday 9 February 2004 piece be. ee Oa 8 
) Bulleen Zebras v Whittlesea Stallions cet ae eae 
Oakleigh Cannons 1 0 0 1 0 
Under-21s a 23 
Friday 6 February 2004 Round Two Fixtures 
Green Gully Cavaliers 2 St Albans Saints 0 : 
Saturday 7 February 2004 Bees easton 
Preston Lions 6 Altona Magic 2 : 
nee 14-Feb-04 St Albans Saints v Knox City 


14-Feb-04 Altona Magic y Green Gully 
Cavaliers 


14-Feb-04 Frankston Pines v Bentleigh Greens 
15-Feb-04 Fawkner Blues y Bullen Zebras 
16-Feb-04 Whittlesea Stallions v Preston Lions 


Green Gully: Lasy year’s VPL champions are hoping to win back-to-back championships in 
this season's Victorian Premier League 


lift player morale, especially against a local rival. 


sides created chances particularly near the end 


Results were close across the board with out- 
standing results coming from the Oakleigh 


when the Saints hit the woodwork and keeper 
Marijan Vunderl saved a deflected shot to keep the 
Green Gully attack at bay. 

Across the city at Egan Lee Reserve Knox City 
showed the Frankston Pines that they were no 
pushover as they held last year’s Grand Finalists to 
a scoreless draw. 

As expected it was a hard-running physical game 
between two evenly matched teams with Knox hay- 
ing the better of the first half and the Pines coming 


ie early part of the second, 


The match turned when Pines had two players 
sent off and keeper Stuart Webster had to be in top 


form to keep Knox from gaining ascendancy, Three. 


Senior Ladder VPL WRAP - ROUND 1 Cannons as they defeated Bentleigh Greens, three 
goals to one at Kingston Heath on Sunday. The 
P WD CL F A Pts Essendon Royals also had an exceptional 2-0 win, 
—<OakleighCannons 1 1°20 «0 3 1 3 By against Men’s VPL strengthened side Fawkner 
“Essendon Royals «1 1 0 0 2 0 3 By Roy Hey Blues at the Reggio Calabria Club on Sunday night. 
" Preston Lions 1 Jee On mepeciiy-0° 3 he first round of the 2004 La Ionica Men’s Only one more win came from Preston Lions as 
GreenGullyCav 1 0 1°00 0 1 | Victorian Premier League season is well they defeated Altona Magic with a solitary goal, 
Knox City 1 a i al a under way and the results of the first five" compliments of the 2003 Gold Medal winner, Chris 
St Albans Saints 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 games are indicative of the competitive edge we Emsovski. The opening mateh between’ 
FrankstonPines 1 0 1 00 01 are sure to see this season. Gully and St Albans was a very physical and hard 
~ Bullen Zebras 0000000 Round one matches were all played out as local fought game that ended with an even but deserving 
Whittlesea Stallions 0 0 0 0.0.0 0 derbies, (Whittlesea Stallions and Bullen played result. . — 
Altona Magic 10 0 1 0 1 0 JastMonday) which laid the groundwork for some _!t was a very physical game in which a blustery 
Bentleigh Greens 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 good strong clashes that every team was desperate Wind made good soccer difficult but while the 
Fawkner Blues TO su Osa mee 0 home team had marginally more of the play, both 
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ustralian Under 23 coach Frank 

Farina said that all eligible 

players for the Athens Olympic 
Games would be considered, effectively 
giving Hearts defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo and Middlesbrough keeper 
Brad Jones the chance to make the 
final squad. 

Both players made themselves 
unavailable for the OFC Olympic 
Qualifying Tournament, played in 
Sydney over the last month, with many 
speculating that this would rule them out 
of the Olympics altogether. 

“T can answer that for you right now, 
there is nobody that is fuled out,” Farina 
told the press via a tele-conference. 
“There is nobody that has a line through 
their name whatsoever and that’s includ- 
ing the players that pulled out.” 

“People were throwing fuel on the fire, 
which was never really there in the first 
place,” Farina added. 

However both Kisnorbo and Jones 
may face a tough time getting back into 
the squad, with their understudy’s doing 
well during the qualifiers, 

“Patrick Kisnorbo most probably 
would have got the nod at right back, but 
unfortunately he wasn’t here,” Farina 
said, “Fortunately enough though for 
Jade North, who was arguably was one of 
‘our best players, if not our best player in 
the past month, and he took the opporty- 
nity with both hands. 


Patrick Kisnorbo was delighted to 
read that Australia Olympics coach Frank 
Farina was still considering him for the 
Athens Games. “It’s a great lift for me to 
read that,” Kisnorbo told 
tribalfootball.com. “I know that I can't 
take anything for granted and probably 


“*are starting behind those lads who took 


part in the qualifiers, but to know that Mr 
Farina is still considering me is a fantas- 
tic boost, 

“Missing the qualifiers was the most 
difficult decision I've ever made. I had 
been agonising over it for over a month 
before I had to make it official. It was 
ever so difficult, particularly with the 
media over here wanting to know my 
plans. 

“I’m delighted for the country that 
we've qualified and I’d be humbled to be 
called up, I just hope to get a chance in 
one of the Olyroo camps to show Mr 
Farina how much my game has come on 
this past six or seven months.” 

Farina said yesterday he considers 
Kisnorbo as a potential right-back for his 
Athens team and the jack-of-all-trades 
Jambo added, “I'd play anywhere! Left- 
back, right-back, centre-half or in mid- 
field - that’s how it's been for me this 
season at Hearts. “If I’m called up to the 
U23 squad, I think I'l show the coaching 
staff that I’ve improved a hell of a lot 
since moying to Hearts last summer.” 

“How did Eugene _ perform? 


to win. A good win to kick-off the season can only 


Exceptionally well. 1 had no problems 
with him; I don’t think he could have 
déne anything for the goal by New 
Zealand. But he did everything that was 
asked of him.” 


laa Seu: ia 

Farina has left the Olyroo doors 

open for Hearts defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo & Middlesbrough 

keeper Brad Jones. 


Asked what the players need to do to 
make the final squad of 18 players for the 
Games, Farina was frank in his response. 

“They have to maintain those stan- 
dards that they've set and be involved 
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TILL OPEN FOR AUSSIE PAIR 


with what will be hopefully be a six- 
month preparation leading into Athens, 

“They have to perform well, they have 
got to be involved in the preparation that 
we haye, it’s as simple as that.” ae 

Farina was also pressed on the issue of 
overage players and said a decision on the 
use of these players will be made over the 
next month. 

“That's another issue that we will be 
looking at and making the right decision 
on,” Farina said. 

“There are a number of factors which 
you have to take into account, like will it 
disrupt the team harmony both on and off 
the park. If you prepare a side to play ina 
certain manner and if you bring in those 
three overage players you have to play 
them otherwise there is no point bringing 
them in. 

“We look at previous histories of 
Australia playing in Olympic Games and 
the two times we performed most poorly 
was when we included the overage play- 
ers. So all these factors will have to be 
taken into consideration and that’s what 
‘we will be looking at in the next month.” 

Farina said the Australian Soccer 
Association would be sitting down with 
him oyer the course of the next week to 
map a final preparation plan leading into 
Athens. 

“We have a program we’ve half pen- 
cilled in but obviously we wanted to 
make sure that we qualified,” Farina 


minutes into stoppage time Knox had a wonderful’ 
chance to take all three points but Matt Orr 
volleyed over from only ten metres out. 


when pressed on what plans he has 
between now and August when the 
Olympics will be held. 

“Now it’s a matter of putting that pro- 
gram in place and getting opponents and 
tournaments together that will enable us 
to gel the team.” 

“Leading up to May, we will be look- 
ing at quite a heavy schedule, in terms of 
how often we have the players in camp. 
‘Then in June and July, I will be looking to 
have at least, something along the lines of 
two tournaments, with one hopefully in 
Australia.” 

“Tt will be hopefully be a schedule that 
will enable the players to continue their 
fitness levels if you like and their match 
fitness.” 

‘When quizzed on what areas he would 
be looking at in particular, where the 
team could improve between now and 
Athens, Farina said everywhere. 

“{ would hope we impréve in all areas 
of the team. Defensively, midfield. in 
terms of creativity and up front as well, in 
terms of scoring goals,” 

“You can only do that by being togeth- 
er regularly and that means training 
camps, although training camps for me 
are basically matches as well and playing 
in tournaments. It basically comes down 
to how well we are going to prepare the 
side and we hope we will be able to map 
out a good plan to prepare ourselves well 
enough.” = : 


A 


@e Ase 


After Round 23 


PERTH GLORY 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


ADELAIDE UNITED 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 


MARCONI STALLIONS 


SYDNEY UNITED 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
NEWCASTLE UTD 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
NORTHERN SPIRIT __ 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


olpalwlal|oa|N|NiIn|oa|Nijo]o)m)o 


NV I[RIDID| DIN |WIN] Oo 


MARCONI STALLIONS ............------ 
(C Gibson 31’, N Carle 61’) 


FOOTBALL KINGZ .............0- eee 
(P Harries 92) 


Referee: Ben Williams. Crowd: 1,740. Venue: Marconi Stadium, 


Teams: MARCONI STALLIONS: Tumbull, Bell, Costanzo, Casserly 
(Brodie 66}), Gibson, Maloney, Brosque, Thwaite, Harris (Spiteri 79’), 
Carle (Webb 88'), Renaud. Subs Not Used: Alogdellis (gk). 


KINGZ: Utting, Collins, Burton (Wylie 81), Cl 
Hickey, Ngata,. Harri 
(Coombes 72’), Subs Not Williams. " 
Cautions: | Casserly (MS) 46', S Bell (MS) 81’, G Coombes (FK) 
90', 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


(P Cardozo 72’, 79) 


NEWCASTLE UNITED ..................... 0 


Referee: Derek Rugg. Crowd: 2,685. Venue: OKI Jubilee Oval. 
Teams: SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Hughes, Kohler, Juric, Fyfe, Cardozo, 
Halpin, Bojic (Bakis 32'), Nikas (Schirripa 46’), Goutzioulis (Baillie 
79’), Ishida, Caravella. 

Subs Not Used: Moss (9k). 

NEWCASTLE UNITED: Willis, Deans, Thomas, Prentice, R Griffiths, 
Johnson (Wilson 75’), Tsekenis, Mitchell, Middleby, Eagleton 
(McPherson 48’), Wallace (Libbesson 33’). 

Subs Not Used: O'Brien (gk). 

Cautions: A Juric (SO) 56’, J Mitchell (NU) 6’, T Willis (NU) 29°, P 
‘Tsekenis (NU) 35’, R Middleby (NU) 75’. 

Red Cards: P Tsekenis (NU) 72’. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ... 
(D Vasilevski 53’, N Marinos 57, 90’) 


ADELAIDE UNITED ........................ 
(R Alagich 47’, R Aloisi 62’, M Brooks 65, C Veart 83') 


Referee: James Lewis. Crowd: 1,164.Venue: Knights Stadium. 
Teams: MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: Knezevic (Tomich 67’), R Vargas, 
Marth, Vasilevski, Rocco (Fa’Arodo 75’), Leijer, A Vargas, Pelikan, 
Oksuz, Pantelidis (Kovacic 64’), Marinos. 

Subs Not Used: Razov. 

ADELAIDE UNITED: Scarsella, Alagich, Rees, Goulding, Valkanis, 
Aloisi, Terminello (Demourtzidis 76’), Veart, Vidmar, Agius (Brooks 
59’), Budin (Pellegrino 86’), 

Subs Not Used: Bajic (gk). 

Cautions: A Leijer (MK) 72’, A Goulding (AU) 21’, M Valkanis (AU) 
80’, C Veart (AU) 85’. 
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PERTH GLORY 
(B Despotovski 33, D Mori 62’ 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES .................! 0 


Referee: Mark Shield. Crowd: 9,233. Venue: MembersEquity Std. 


Teams: PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Bingley, Hassell, Murphy, 
Despotovski (Mrdja 77’), North, Bymes (Coyne 83’), Pondeljak, Mori 
(Caceres 87’), Faria, Harwell. 

Subs Not Used: Matassa (gk). 

WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Crews, Dragas (Cummins 80’), 
Timpano, Van Blerk, Hughes (Wells 80’), Hawrysiuk, Lyons, 
Balabanel (Nwaogazi 63’), Young, Sabljak, Blake. 

‘Subs Not Used: Angelov (gk): 

Cautions: J Van Blerk (WW) 75’, B Dragas (WW) 77’. 


SYDNEY UNITED 
NORTHERN SPIRIT . 


Referee: Simon Micallef. Crowd: 4,964. Venue: Sydney United SC. 


Teams; SYDNEY UNITED: Reddy, Cunico, Langdon, Huxley, 
Collina, Heffernan, Beldham, Austin (Filipovic 78’), Ivanic (Parisi 57’), 
Rudan, Doumanis. 

Subs Not Used: Markovic, Necevski (gk). 


NORTHERN SPIRIT: Henderson, O'Sullivan, Spencer, Tomasevic, 
Ferguson, Richter (Osman 78’), Hutchinson, Fisher (Kwasnik 69’), 
Petrie, Wilkinson, Milligan. 

Subs Not Used: Hunter, Page (gk). 

Cautions: D Heffeman (SU) 41’, | Ferguson (NS) 46’. 


ADELAIDE UNITED ...........-.......005 
(N Budin 6, R Aloisi 31’) 


SOUTH MELBOURNE ........................! 


Referee: Eddie Lennie. Crowd:12,463.Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. 
‘Teams: ADELAIDE UNITED: Scarsella, Alagich, Rees, Goulding, 
Valkanis; Aloisi, Terminello, Vidmar, Westervelt (Demourizidis 68’), 
Agius (Saric 78’), Budin. 

Subs Not Used: Pellegrino, Bajic (gk). 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: Theoklitos, Durakovic, Panopoulos, 
Kovacevic, Coveny, Boutsianis, Lia (Recchia 53’), Laurie (Tunbridge 
53’), Curcija, Sarkies, Poutakidis (Murdocca 79’). 

Subs Not Used: Galekovic (gk). 

Cautions: A Westervelt (AU) 18’, D Terminello (AU) 47’, C 
Boutsianis (SM) 55’, A Kovacevic (SM) 68', M Curcija (SM) 78’, M 
Panopoulos (SM) 80’. 


Parramatta Power v Brisbane Strikers Played Monday 9 February but due to ABSW deadlines were 
unable to print the final result 
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Pablo Cardozo 
(Sydney Olympic) 


Gun Olympic striker Pablo Cardozo was 
back to his lethal best after notching up a 
brace in the Blues vital two-nil victory over 
Newcastle United last week. 
Playing his 300th NSL game, Cardozo 
notched up his 8th goal of the NSL 
campaign this year. 


Rounp 24 
_  Fril3-2-04 
‘Wollongong Wolves vs 
Adelaide Utd 
Sat 14-2-04 
Perth Glory vs Newcastle 
Utd 
Kingz ys South 
Melbourne 
Marconi ys Sydney Utd 
Sun 15-2-04 
Northern Spirit vs. - 
Parramatta Power 
Melbourne Knights vs 
Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney Olympic - Bye 


RI8 Deferred Match - 
Marconi ys Sydney 
Olympic (11th Feb) 


Results (Amended 
Fixtures) 
Parramatta Power 2 
(A Milicic 4’, F Rech 76) 
Marconi Stallions 2 
(A Brosque 46", 

J Spiteri 81") 
Brisbane Strikers 2 
(JMcCloughan 20°, 
D Pili 84°) 
Sydney United 0 
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, FIFA WORLD CUP 
e-GERMANY 
-2006 


“VVIN aA TRIP 
FOR 2 TO THE | 
2006 FIFA WORLD 

CUP FINALS 


Purchase 4 Continental tyres 
for your chance to WIN. 


TRIES CLOSE! 


IPRIL 2004, 
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FIFA WORLD CUP 


OFFICIAL PARTNER 
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am. Zeo: Euzznonee 


Le the latest scores ‘and n news visit www.soccernsw. com. mau 
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from the 


dressing 


KEWELL THE JEWEL OF 


OCEANIA 

And the winner for the 2003 Oceania Player of 
the Year goes to Liverpool and Australia’s Harry 
Kewell. 

Those were the words Oceania Player of the 
Year organizer Ted Simmons drummed out to 
Kewell after his win last Monday. 

This was Kewell’s third win of this prestigious 
event, not a bad effort considering Kewell is 
only 25-years of age. 

The Liverpool star has now equalled Kiwi leg- 
end Wynton Rufer’s efforts in picking up the 
award for the third time. 


Oceania Player of the year Award for 2003 ~ 
Harry Kewell 


Kewell finished first with 76 votes, followed 
by former team-mate Mark Viduka on 29 and 
New Zealand’s Ryan Nelsen for third spot. 

Having been caught up in the Club v Country 
debate, many punters in Australia have forgot- 
ten that Harry has been one of our best exports 
ever — if not the best. His achievements speak 
for itself, he’s been one of the top twenty play- 
ers in England playing the trade he loves best 
and the problem Is, he only gets better, 

Problem | say for opposing sides who face 
“Harry the Jewel Kewell”, 

Congratulations Harry - ABSW acknowl- 
edges your efforts - who knows, Frank Farina 
could even have him as our next skipper? 


OKON’S FALL FROM GRACE 

Regarded as a “good move” by Paul Okon’s play- 
er agent Leo Karis from Italian Serie B side Vicenza 
to Belgium Second Division side KV Oostende, one 
must consider how long the former Stallions mid- 
fielder will remain as the Socceroos first team skip- 


per. 

Frank Farina offered assistance to Okon prior to 
his loan move to Belgium suggesting that the 31- 
yeat-old should consider returning to Australia for 
match fitness, 

Having had his best season in Belgium some 
seasons back for Club Brugge, Okon has had a 
tough time at his many clubs that he has played for. 

After his terrific year at Brugge, Okon transferred 
to the Italian Serie A with giants Lazio. Injury cut 
short his time at the club where he then moved onto 
Fiorentina. 

‘Again, Okon was not given the chances he asked 
for and made the move from Italian football to 
English. 

Having signed with Middlesbrough, many pundits 
thought that this would be the move that could have 
resurrected his professional career. This was not to 
be as he then decided to go to Watford. 

Under Vialli, Paul flourished but change of man- 
agement saw the former Marconi star move to 
Leeds. 

That club was to be his last in England before he 
made the trek back to Italy. 

Okon has served Australia well in recent sea- 
sons, but its come to a point where the captain's 
armband should be given to someone else. 

Favourite in landing that honour of the skipper's 
role has been set to two players; Harry Kewell or 
Craig Moore. ‘ 


OUR SHINING OLYROOS 
Rather than bag the performance the recent 
Olyroos put on in Sydney_and New Zealand, 
their efforts in making the Athens 2004 


Olympics’should be praised by the public. 

Even though many experts have claimed that 
this by far has been the weakest Olyroo squad 
ever assembled, a fair go must be given to these 
youngsters who could well turn out to be our 
future Socceroos. 

The performances of David Tarka, Brett 
Holman, Ljubo Milicevic, Jade North, Luke 
Wilkshire and the skillful presence of Nick Carle 
to name a few have really pumped up the squad 
for bigger and better things. 

Australian soccer has suffered for far too 
long, great achievements such as this should be 
promoted in the best way possible. 

We always seem to see bad publicity on main- 
stream TV networks and papers about how the 
game has struggled in previous years, now's a 
good chance to hype up the sport thanks to our 
young Olyroo side. 

Some sound advice though while in Greece 
lads — Beware of Greeks bearing gifts, especial- 
fy the Ouzo! 


A.P.1.A TIGERS READY FOR 


VIAREGGIO NEXT SEASON 

“We will be back better than ever in 2005’ were 
the stern words given out by A.P..A Leichhardt 
U20's coach John Romeo. 

For the past few seasons, the Tigers have been 
and are Oceania’s ONLY representative in the pres- 
tigious World Youth Tournament held in taly name- 
ly - the Viareggio Cup. 

Huge clubs such as Inter and AC Milan, AS 
Roma, Manchester United, Rangers and Empoli 
take part in this tournament that is watched by many 
scouts and managers from various from 
across the globe. 

This year, the Viareggio is expected to start in a 
week or so will note an absence from Oceania, 
APIA. 


Reason? 

The club is rebuilding for a huge and monumen- 
tal start to 2005 under Romeo and club president 
Tony Raciti. 

The duo have formed a formidable combination 
in past years in providing this tremendous opportu- 
nity to players from Australia. 


sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Its rumored that the new team for next year will 
adopt a high-profile technical director as part of the 
touring party alongside two special guests from both 
the Italian and English media. 

The entourage won't stop there, Romeo has 
already pencilled in quality players for his new 
squad next season and will look towards establish- 
ing a firm connection with various other Italian 
sides. 

Whatever the case may be, A.P.1.A. Leichhardt 
are looking the goods in the youth department, a 
sure sign of a club promoting young talent. 

Stay Tuned for more info on the Tigers Regime in 
Italia. 


ASA IS CALLING ROY 


CROWHURST 
Many people must be stumped as to who Roy 
Crowhurst is? No he isn’t a potential new player 
in the new ASA program under Frank Lowy - 


has issued a plea on the whereabouts of Roy 
‘Crowhurst. 

Why? 

The reason being, Crowhurst was this year 
selected in the Soccer Hall of Fame. 

Having played for the Socceroos back in the 
late 30’s, Simmons has stated that anyone that 
Is related to Roy or even Roy himself can con- 
tact ABSW at our offices on (02) 96602033 so we 
can organize a meetirig in acknowledging the 
achievements of Crowhurst. 


Parramatta Power chairman Alan Overton 
believes that his beloved side has what it takes to 
stay in the new NSL format next season, 


+ Having been told at the start of the year that the 


‘club was on its final legs, Overton and some close 
sources at the club have yet to make the burial date 
‘of Parramatta’s existence in the National League. 
"We are constantly being told that clubs in the 
new competition should be setting its standards to 


the same level as ourselves’, were the words 
echoed out by Overton in the Parramatta Power 
match program last week. 
Higher powers at work for the Power could be the 
key in its acceptance by Frank Lowy next season. 
Three clubs from Sydney will be chosen, place 
your bets as to who it will be? 


ADELAIDE UNITED PLAYERS 


TO RETURN TO CLUB 
SASF Competitions Manager Rodger King 
has clarified the status of Adelaide United play- 


ers at the end of the NSL season. 
on Adelaide radio station 5RTI, King 
said all the SA clubs had agreed that any 


Adelaide United players that came from a local 
club must go back to that club at the end of the 
season. 

The situation for the other NSL players that 
came from the now defunct Adelaide City NSL 
side, eg Valkanis, Veart, Vidmar ete, is yet to be 
decided said King. 


MORI WAS APPROACHED BY 


ADELAIDE 

Adelaide United have approached Perth Glory 
about the availability of star striker Damian Mori. 
The West Australian says United president Basil 
Scarsella asked Glory counterpart Nick Tana about 
Mori last week. 

Tana rejected the enquiry, insisting Mori would 
not be allowed to leave until at least the end of the 
season. Meanwhile, United striker Carl Veart is drg- 
ing Mori to return to Adelaide, “Adelaide is full of the 
rumour that Glory.no longer wants Mori,” Veart said. 
“Well, if they don't, we will have him any time, This 
js the best scorer the league has ever seen. We 
would love to have him.” 


OZBEY READY FOR- 
NEW CHALLENGE 

Its been a tough few months for striker and 
47-year-old former Sydney United-star Tolgay 
Ozbey. 
After getting his first sniff in playing in the 
National League this year thanks to Sydney 
United, !imited performances ham- 
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mered the youngster’s progress to the 


top. 

In relation to the article titled “Sydney 
United Clean-Out” written in last 
week's ABSW, came the news that 
Ozbey was allowed to leave the club 
along with other players such as Sean 
Babic, George Nohra, Milan Bosnar 
and Michael Santalab. 

Relief was the word that summed up 
Ozbey's release from United, 

The former Olympic Sharks youth 
player has signed with ambitious NSW 
Summer Premier League side Sydney 
Crescent Star until the end of the NSW 


‘season. 

Already Ozbey has turned heads at 
the club. . 

Former Galatasary Assistant-Coach 
and now Crescent star mentor Yasin 
Ozdenak has been impressed with 
Tolgay’s performances at training. 

What's been one club’s loss has been 
another’s gain, Ozbey could well be 
that new danger-man for the Turkish 
based-club. S 


SKILL IS THE WORD - 


PURAC 

Australia’s ‘White Pele’.Dusan ‘Darcy’ 
Purac will always remain on the stance 
that skills are the way to go in football. 

Currently coaching a large number of 
potential superstars in Sydney's Northern 
‘Suburbs, Purac has been busy of late 
organizing both teaching his young-nip- 
pers the art of football alongside his phe- 
nomenal success in his video, which has 
gone global labelled ‘Ready Set Goal’. 
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By Paul Goodwin 


leams can survive when key 

I players are absent, as St George 

proved at The Gabbie on 

Saturday night, against a Demons! 

side who felt the pinch of having some 
of their own men missing. 

New signing Tony Faria had a prior 
engagement and Marcus Phillips was 
suspended for the game, and Blacktown 
clearly missed them both 


oa 


St George coach Manny 
Spanoudakis riding the wave of 
Saints victories 


Phillips was missed in particular, and 
if coach Brian Brown been able to bring 
on Faria as an impact player late in the 
game, his side might well have been the 
‘one to score the winner and not the 
league leaders, St George, ex 

‘The Saints were once again impres- 
sive, with tremendous team cohesion, 
flowing movements and passing and a 
great drive forward throughout aided by 
a team of very experienced players who 
showed plenty of hunger for the game. 

Blacktown played a patient game, 
soaking up loads of St George pressure 
in the first half, restricting the visitors to 
shots from outside the box and never 
having any real scares inside it. But the 
Saints were equally willing to wait for 
the right moment to press home their 
clear superiority. 


Ultimately, it was the injection of 
teenage striker James Kovas in the last 
ten minutes ~and new signing Ivan Zelic 
~ that turned the tide. 

Until then the home side had been 
slowly building momentum and looked 
more likely to gain the late breakthrough 
goal that was needed to win the match. 

In the end.St George finished as they 
had began; powerfully and with great 
confidence in their own ability to score 
and showing off some classy, passing 
football. 

Bruno Beddoni, soon to turn 38, test- 
ed John Crawley with a fierce volley that 
the Demons! skipper had to beat away 
brilliantly at his near post in the 58th 
minute, but Beddoni, who missed nar- 
rowly with shots and headers at various 
stages of the game, had a good excuse on 
this occasion. 


2 the St 
fit as a fiddle veteran had spent eight 
hours in the sun at Valentine Park under- 
going a coaching course before taking 
his place in the starting line up. 

The winning goal from James Kovas 
Was one that ace marksman Beddoni 
would have been proud of. 

Ivan Zelic, far from match fit and only 
cleared to play during the week, sent 
Over a superb cross from deep on the 
tight and Kovas made room for himself 
in the centre to 
power home an 85th 
minute header into 
the roof of the net, 
over Crawley's head. 

While the margin 
was slender, St 
George was the 
clear-cut winner. 

It would haye 
been a travesty had 
Blacktown stolen a 
fate goal to win the 
game but, unlike St 
George, they had no fF 
Zelic or Kovas to | 
bring on. 

Instead they 
introduced young 
Brian Vanega, who 
certainly sparked 
them up when he 


the 75th. But in the end it was not 
enough. 

St George had the answer to 
Blacktown's late surge, however, with 
Mirko Jurilj and Dean Culina solid at 
the back and stand-in keeper Phil 
Weston doing all that was necessary, 
despite carrying a groin strain into the 
game, 

Weston came in for regular ‘sticks 
man! Ricardo Patrizi, Who had injured a 
hand at work. With his knee injury con- 
tinuing to trouble him the enforced rest 
will do him no real harm. 

St George was missing midfield 
workhorse Max Sevares who aggravated 
a pre-existing injury at training, as well 
as having to do without Vince Sayoca. 

After the “game the Saint's coaching 
team of Manny Spanoudakis and Aytec 
Gene were delighted with the win and 


soe wit tothe experienced players in 


een Sm ene 

"They have all worked so hard this 
season," said Spanoudakis “and it has 
lifted the less well known players. 

"Sevares apd Simon Verrender, for 
instance, have never played better and 
we have a very good team working for 
‘one another here now. 

"Zelic isn't match fit yet, but he will 
also be a great asset once he is, as the 
older players are great for the likes of 
James Kovas and Cristian Cevenini. 


came on for defend- 
er Ben Willard in 


John Crawley had his work cut out for him 


z ris =. = 
“Outta my way”: Saints skipper Gabriel Mendez on the charge 


"Both of them are already learning a 
lot from being around Beddoni, Mendez 
and co.” 

Blacktown coach Brian Brown 
agreed. "Mendez had a fantastic game. 
Not only was he doing it on the park, he 
‘was talking to them the whole time and 
lifting them. We weren’t able to match 
them today. 

"We didn't have their hunger and we 
did not play at all well. Good Tuck to 
them as they are the best side in the com- 
petition. 


"But we did miss Marcus Phillips - 
badly - today” he-concluded, 

While there were countless shots dur- 
ing the game, it was the quality of the 
lead-up work that stood out, as well as St 
George's ability to keep possession for 
long periods. 

Brown gave the final word on the 


game, 

"When we got the ball sve kept giving 
it away. Our passing was shocking. 
Theirs was superb!" 
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Coast anchored 
+ to the bottom 


By Greg Stock 


yenrith dug the Central Coast hole 
P: little deeper, defeating them 1-0 

in a torrid contest at Cook Park, 
St. Marys on Saturday night. 

Luke O'Connell score the winner just 
nine minutes from time, after United were 
reduced to ten men when substitute mid- 
fielder Gareth Jenkins was sent off 
‘moments after being introduced. 

‘The departure: of Jenkins was the turn- 
ing point in a match that was largely 
defensive, often bordering on the physical. 
‘Thirty seconds after being introduced for a 
tiring Aaron Binskin, Jenkins made an 
ugly tackle on Alan Wawi and was given @ 
straight red card by referee John Bowdler. 
The send off giving the home side the 
green light to surge forward and produce a 
result in rather spectacular circumstances. 

More renowned these days for his 
defensive duties, O’Connell came forward 
for a Daniel McCann corner and in heavy 
traffic did well enough to shed his marker 
and peel off a shot, beating. goalkeeper 
Matthew Trott at the near post. 

‘Three years back, O'Connell was ply- 
ing his trade in the amateur ranks of the 
Protestant Churches competition, his state 
Jeague career seemingly over at the tender 
age of 22. His career resurrected by coach 
‘Tony Rasmussen, he has repaid his master 
in spades, scoring the winning goal at one 
end and holding his defence together from 
the sweepers position, 

Given the defensive nature of the game 
the goal proved a breath of fresh air for the 
vocal home crowd who came to see their 
side win, despite the slow circumstances. 

Penrith did shade the visitors for adven- 
ture and had a handful of good chances in 
the first half with McCann, Jason 
Connolly and Roger Galayini all going 
close, but not enough to trouble Trott. 

‘At the other end, Nathan Byrn and 
Peter Haynes had chances eatly in the sec 
ond half as the Coasties gameplan of only 
pushing forward on the break opened up 
the home side. Their defensive frailties 
were exposed when they were unable to 
mark up sufficiently at the back to create 
the opportunity for O'Connell. 

‘The win takes the Panthers unbeaten 
run to five and gives them the opportunity 
to moye into a coveted top five position. 

‘The loss leaves the Coast anchored to 
the bottom of the competition with just 
‘two wins from ten matches. ~ 


Eagles keeper Peter Munsie 
couldn't stop the Canterbury 
onslaught 


Belconnen overwhelms Crescent Star’ 


By Greg Stock 


hard fought game at the Belconnen 

Soccer Centre saw the Blue Devils 

come out on top of Crescent Star 
during their first visit to Canberra. 

While Star weren't truly out of the game 
until the closing minutes, the Blue“ Devils 
looked comfortably in control after taking an 
early lead. 

Afier scoring two in stoppage time last 
week, Ilija Prenzoski was again left on the 
bench, but he entered the game in the 33rd 
minute when injury forced midfielder, Nic 
Purdue, from the field. 

‘After a chance was spurned by Orhan 
Dincer in the 16th minute, it only took a cou- 


By Greg Stock 


fter weeks of internal wrangling, 

Canterbury finally put aside their 

difficulties to bounce back to the 
winners circle, scoring a 2-1 win over top 
five contenders Parramatta Eagles at 
‘Melita Stadium on Sunday night. 

‘Two goals inside the first four minutes of 
the game coming from one of the most unlike- 
ly of sources in striker Aheleas Kotsopoulos, 
the pint sized speedster capitalising on a cou- 
ple of Eagles defensive errors to give his side 
their first win in four weeks. 

“Jt was a much needed win,” said coach 
John Sentas, “We were under pressure at vari~ 
‘us times through the game and | felt the boys 
ug deep to graft out a result.” Their coach 
proudly sporting a huge grin after struggling 
through the past couple of weeks as he tries to 
make some sense of a Berries camp that had 
been teetering on the edge of disarray. 

Largely considered to be all but finished as. 
1 force this year, the team came out fighting, 
putting in a ferocious opening twenty minutes 
to set up the win. Kotsopoulos used his speed 


ple of minutes more for Belconnen to hit the 
front. 

Big defender, Lee Pietrukowski, scored 
‘when left unchallenged at the back post and 
was able to place a header past the keeper 
after a fine cross from Alex Castro. 

In the 29th minute Michael Katz was on the 
end of a neat exchange of passes with Danny 
Macor at the edge of the box, but the 
Crescent Star keeper, Vanja Ivesa, saved the 
goal with his legs. 

In the 32nd minute a determined 35 yard 
run by Mike Katz, right through the middle of 
the field, led to Anthony Galliozzi being able 
to hit a shot which looked to be going over 
the bar. That is until the Crescent Star keeper 
tried to catch it, succeeding only in dropping 


to put away goal number one when Eagles 
goalkeeper Peter Munsie attempted to dive on 
a loose ball and was beaten by a strange 
bounce. 

‘Two minutes later the scoreboard doubled 
when Kotsopoulos was allowed too much 
space on the edge of the area and he success- 
fully drilled a low shot into the bottom right 
hand comer of the net. 

For the remainder of the game it was all 
Eagles as they tried unsuccessfully to chase 
the game, Despite enjoying more possession 


ciate delivers Sentas a seintltng victory 


‘and field position, they could onty'find the tar- 
get once despite having three chances cleared 
off the line during a succession of corners mid- 
way through the second half. Their best effort 
coming in the 78h minute when Michael 
Debono broke through the offside trap. But 
with goalkeeper Bob Catlin advancing quickly 
he could do little but tamely sky a shot well 
cover the bar. 

“Full credit to Parramatta they really came 
‘at us in the second half and were a little 
unlucky at times,” said Sentas. 

“| gave the side a good touchup at half- 
time and asked for some commitment and full 
credit to the team because they delivered.” The 
win came without midfielder Alan Picken who 
missed the game with a heel injury. His 
replacement John Kyriazopoulos had a good , 
game alongside David Harding who worked’ 
himself to a standstill. 


the ball over his head and into the goal. 

In the 34th, after a cross had not been 

cleared by the Blue Devils' defence, a second 

cross from the right was met by Anthony 
Hartshorn, whose bullet-like header left the 
Blue Devils’ keeper Jimmy Carr with no 
chance of a save. 

Belconnen continued to hold the initiative 
‘and in the 49th minute a 25 yard shot from 
Prenzoski went narrowly wide and then in the 
52nd minute Danny Macor Headed just over 
the bar from a tidy Mike Katz cross. 

In the 66th minute Prenzoski also headed 
wide from a further Mike Katz. cross. 

Inthe 75th minute a series of passes by the 
Devils split the Crescent Star defence open, 
only to see a David Arranz shot deflected over 
the bar 

Four minutes later the very dangerous 
Prenzoski made a40 yard run, from inside his 
own half, only to shoot just wide of the post 

In the 85th another Prenzoski shot, this 
time from a Devils’ free kick, was well saved 
by the Crescent Star keeper 90th minute 
determination from Mike Kate saw the ball 
break to substitute, David Arranz, who was 


thundering shot which the keeper was only 
just able to parry; the loose ball falling to 
Prenzoski, who cleaned up from 10 yards to 
complete a comprehensiveed-1 win for the 
second ranked Belconnen. 


just outside the box and then unleashed a 
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Leichhardt fail to 
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shine against Suns 


A« fourth loss of the season 
and their second at home 
when beaten 1-0 by a resurgent 
Réckdale City Suns at a sweltering 
Lambert Park on Sunday afternoon. 

The visitors, recording their fourth 
straight win, never looked like losing, 
despite the close score. 

Had their finishing been better inside 
the box and if APIA. keeper Brad 
Swancott hadn't shown great initiative 

|, deny. Denis. Alilovic more. than 
“once when the makeshift 
“through on goal, it could have been a lot 
worse for the home side, 

The only goal of the game came in 
the 32nd minute when former Tigers’ 
midfielder, Ante Moric, got away 
down the left and had ample time to 
tuck the ball back into the centre 
where Goce Trposki tapped it into the 
nel, 

Rockdale had looked the more deter- 
mined side up to that point, though 
A.PILA. was hanging in there and hop- 
ing for a good run of the ball. 

‘They didn't get it as Ben Deighan and 
Ante Moric kept working hard and the 
flankers Tony Ju and Peter Apoleyski 
continued to stretch the home defence. 

Both captains were replaced, but for 
different reasons. 

Rockdale skipper Richard Plesa suc- 
cumbed to a groin injury an hour into 
the game, forcing coach Ivan Petkovic 
to find an ideal replacement in Steve 
Dimitrievski. 

The locals needed something extra 
going forward and defender Damon 
Langan had to make way for wide man, 
David Barrett, freeing up another man 


to go forward. 

It did nothing to stem the Rockdale 
tide and while there was some counter- 
attacking activity from the Tigers they 
almost got caught out more than once 
themselves. 

A.PLA. could have taken an early 
lead but, having been put through into 
the box by Paul Dee in the 8th minute, 
experienced striker Zlatko Arambasic 
could only send his shot into the heav- 
ens. 

‘Then in the 21st, Dee did well again 
on the right and laid on a nice: pass for 
Norman Tome, but dwelling far too 


closer, the A.PI.A. man eventually 


could only offer a tame shot that the 
keeper parried to a defender who hoist- 
ed to safety. 

Right at the end a slashing volley 
from Robbie Stanton could have earned 
the Tigers an unexpected point, but 
Peter Trajcevski produced a superb 
one-handed reflex save to tip the effort 
over the Rockdale bar. 

‘That was three minutes into stoppage 
time and A.PIL.A. had looked a beaten 
side long before then. 

The locals probably squandered 
some chances during the game, with 
Trajcevski barely needing to make a 
save as the home strikers seemed more 
intent on putting their efforts over the 
bar. 


The lively Rockdale attack was in 
form and stretching the home defence 


with Peter Apolevski getting many 
balls in behind the back four and keep- 
ing the pressure on the Tigers who were 
themselves spared, since Denis Alilovic 
was almost as profligate as his A.P.I.A. 
team member brother, Tony, with his 
shooting just as wayward at times. 


When Plesa went off, Petkovic sim- 
ply switched Joe Moric back to the cen- 
tre of defence and put Tony Ju at left 
back. The absence of a ready replace- 
ment off the bench was well covered. 

Petkovic felt that both sides had done 
well in the conditions. It seemed to get 


‘steamier as the game progressed and it 
was an intense and fairly physical 
affair. 

"We were up against a very experi- 
enced side today and I'm pleased with 
the result," he said, 

It was Petkovie’s fourth win since 
taking charge and takes the team into 
third spot. 

The team’s only other win had been 
at the expense of Bankstown at Jensen 
Park, under the care of Plesa, before 
Petkovic was appointed. 


triumph at 
Sefton 


By Greg Stock” 


he mid-season crisis at Bonnyrigg 
Just got a whole lot worse, with the 
glamour club crashing to a record 
seventh straight @efeat, beaten 3-0 by 
Bankstown City at Jensen Park on 
Sunday night. 

‘The long-suffering fans tuming their 
attention to new coach Gordon Brown after 
a late surge from the Lions netted three 
‘goals in fifteen minutes to put the issue 
beyond doubt, 3 

But Brown could hardly be blamed for a 
White Eagles side that did everything but 
score as they laid siege to their opponent's 
‘goal for the first hour. Dominating territory 
and possession they had Bankstown goal- 
keeper Zlatko Josevski working overtime as 
they tried to blow away their woes, showing 
some excellent creativity to make a number 
of good chances, 

But poor finishing by Dejan Malenica 
and Jimmy Aschner left the game wide 
‘open after Sam Larocca and Shane Knight 
continually prised open the Lions midfield. 

In a perplexing move, Brown elected to 
substitute Larocca with twenty minutes to 
go, and with him went the hopes of 
Bonnyrigg, 

Five minutes later defender Fernando ‘ 
Pellegrino gifted Sean Babic the Lions first 
goal when he was caught in possession try- 
ing to be cute, Babic racing in to make the 
steal and successfully go one on one with an 
advancing Cem Akilli, 

With the momentum of the mgtch shift- 
ing to the home side they quickly rattled up 
two more, Babic finding space in behind 
Chri Fleming to cut @ beautiful back for 
Matthew Borg to score. Substitute Robert 
Mileski was then bought down in the ‘box 
by a clumsy challenge from Pellegrino with 
seconds remdining. Borg successfully 
putting the penalty away. 

“twas a solid win from us tonight,” said 
Bankstown City coach Andy Papoulias, “I 
am very proud of the way our back three 
held firm in the face of a very committed 
‘opponent. We held them out and we always 
gave ourselves every chance in the last fif- 
‘teen minutes to run oyer.the top of them and 
that’s the way it tumed out.” 

Despite the late withdrawal of Freddy 
‘Umlil, Bonnyrigg fielded their best eleven 
and must haye a good hard look at them- 
selves after their failure to put away the 
Lions in the first half. An avalanche of first 
half chances were squandered and with 
them went any chance of halting a seven 
game lsing streak that threatens to ip open 
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Belconnen Blue Devils 
(L Pietrukowski 18’, A Galliozzi 32’, | Prenzoski 90’) 


Blacktown City Demons 


Sydney Crescent Star 
(A Hartshorn 34°) 


St George Saints 


St George Saints 
Belconnen Blue Bevils 
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Rockdale City Suns 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
Bankstown City Lions 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Parramatta Eagles 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Central Coast United 


(J Kovas 85’) 


Penrith Panthers Central.Coast United .. 


(L O'Connell 75) 


A.P.1.A. Leichhardt Tigers - .. . Rockdale City Suns .... 
(G Trposki 33’) 

Bankstown City Lions . - Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
(2 Babic 70’, M Borg 75’, 90’ pen) . 
Parramatta Eagles 
(M O'Shea 17’) 


baratinod&g&aon 


Canterbury Marrickville 
(A Kotsopoulos 2, 4’) 


cs 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
(A Williams 80') 


Blacktown City Demons 
(L Newton 52’) 


Penrith Panthers 
(T O'Connell 20', M Noro 60’) 


A.P.1.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
(R Restuccia 27, 33', 44’) 


Bankstown City Lions 


Parramatta Eagles 
AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 
Central Coast United 

St George Saints 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney Crescent Star 


St George Saints 
(A Keramea 13’, V Milicevic 84’) 


Central Coast United 
(T Quilty 38') 
Rockdale City Suns 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
(scorers) (D Drca 3’, 12, G Radmanovic 75’) 


Parramatta Eagles ............5 Canterbury Marrickville 
(N Chahda 60’, P Downs 66’, B Gough 78, M Kassis 82’) E 


A= BonnRARoaor ss 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 
As of Sunday 8th February 2004 

Matthew Borg (BCL) 
llja Prenzoski (BBD), Daniel Macor (BBD) 
Bruno Beddoni (SG) 
Jason Connolly (PP) « 
Anthony Galliozzi (BBD), Paul Uriovic (BCD), Ben Deighan (RCS), 
Denis Alilovic (RCS), Ben Delicata (PE), Daniel Watkins (SG), 
Norman Tome (AL) 
Sean Babic (BCL), James Kovas (SG), Goce Trposk! (RCS), 
Marc Falzon (CCU), Aaron Burgess (BWE), Simon Catanzaro (BCD) 
‘Sam Larocca (CMO/BWE), Hakan Sevgin (SCS), Filip Marzec (SCS), 
Manny Papageorgiou (BWE), Zlatko Arambasic (ALT), 
Luke Roodenburg (BCD), Demitri Nicolaou (BCL), 
Robert Mileski (BCL), Nathan Byrn (CCU), Yavuz Ekinci (SCS), 
Alex Asanovic (BCL), James Monie (AL), Marcus Phillips (BOD), 
Tony Ju (RCS), Roger Galayini (PP), Vic Costabile (PE), 
Ante Deur (SG), Dominic McGill (BCD), Daniel McCann (PP), 
Orhan Dincer (SCS), Aheleas Kotsopoulos (CMO) 


NEXT ROUND 1171 
FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 

Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

St George Saints 

A-P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Parramatta Eagles 


GRADE 20 
HOME TEAM 

Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
St George Saints 
A.P.I.A, Leichhardt Tigers 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Parramatta Eagles 


AWAY TEAM DATE 

‘Sydney Crescent Star Sat. 14th Feb. 
Belconnen Blue Devils —_ Sat. 14th Feb. 
Bankstown City Lions Sat. 14th Feb. 
Central Coast United ‘Sun. 15th Feb. 
Blacktown City Demons Sun. 15th Feb. 
Penrith Panthers Sun, 15th Feb. 


KICK-QFF 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
6.00pm 


GROUND 
Seymour Shaw 
Serbian Centre 

St George Stadium 
Lambert Park 
Henson Park 
Melita Stadium 


KICK-OFF 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
4.00pm 


GROUND 
Seymour Shaw 
Serbian Centre 

St George Stadium 
Lambert Park 
Henson Park 
Melita Stadium 


AWAY TEAM. DATE 

Sydney Crescent Star Sat. 14th Feb. 
Belconnen Blue Devils Sat. 14th Feb. 
Bankstown City Lions Sat. 14th Feb. 
Central Coast United Sun, 15th-Feb. 
Blacktown City Demons Sun. 15th Feb. 
Penrith Panthers ‘Sun, 15th Feb. 


PAUL GOODWIN 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
ROCKDALE 
BONNYRIGG WE 

ST GEORGE SAINTS 
A.P.ILA, LEICHHARDT 
DRAW 

PARRAMATTA 


Points = 22 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 
ROCKDALE 
BELCONNEN WE 

ST GEORGE SAINTS 
A.P.1.A. LEICHHARDT 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH PANTHERS: 


Points = 20 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL, 
SYDNEY CRESCENT 
BONNYRIGG WE 

ST GEORGE SAINTS 
A.P.L.A. LEICHHARDT 
CANTERBURY 

PENRITH PANTHERS: 


Points = 24 


GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
BONNYRIGG 

ST GEORGE SAINTS 
A.P.1.A, LEICHHARDT 
CANTERBURY 
PENRITH PANTHERS 


Points = 24 


‘PEANUTS’ 

THE MONKEY : 
ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
BELCONNEN « 

DRAW 

A.P.1.A. LEICHHARDT 
CANTERBURY 
PENRITH PANTHERS 


Points = 23 
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Rockdale City Suns 
vs 
dney Crescent Star 


> SOCCER NSW @ee 


ew 


vs 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


“Saturday 14th February at Seymour Shaw — 
Kick-off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


Saturday 14th February at Serbian-Centre - 
Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


ockdale’s hard-fought 1-0 win over A,P.LA~ 
Leichhardt has seen them move into outright third 
on the premiership table, 

‘They loom large as the team most likely to challenge 
St George and Belconnen for the title, 

After a slow start to the year coach Ivan Petkovic has 
finally been able to get his team of superstars to put their 
best foot forward and their momentum is building each 
week. 

By contrast Crescent Star are struggling and are 
slowly cascading their way down the premiership table. 

After being one of the Jeagues front-runners in the 
first six rounds and holding down a top five position, a 
Tun of five games without a win has left them in real 
danger of losing touch with the main body of teams 
chasing a post season position. 


‘Their recent macth against the Devils showed that the 
Crescent Star can still play with panache, but have been 
failing to capitalise on their opportunties. 

Crescent Star wasn't truly out of the Devils game 
until the closing minutes, when Belconnen’s Ilija 
Prenzoski broke their defensive line and managed to 
effect a goal out of the commotion. 

Both these teams played some enterprising football 
when they last met in the Johnny Warren Cup preseason 
competition at St. George Stadium. 

Both sides have a free flowing attack and like to play 
the counter attack with the battle likely to be won by 
whichever team can keep it together defensively. 

Crescent Star fans will have to hope that Chris 
‘Tanzey’s players will choose next week to break their 
losing streak. 


‘onnyrigg, who fell for the seventh time in a row this 

week — extending the club's worst ever run by yet 
another week when the previous record had stood at four 
in a row — will look to gain at least a point here in their 
return to The Serbian Centre. 

‘They held Bankstown out until the 70th minute last 
weekend and a week earlier, on this ground, they took 
Blacktown right to the wire before the Demons claimed 
the points. However new White Eagles' coach, Gordon 
Brown, does appear to be facing a tough test. 

Belconnen is renowned for finishing off its games 
well and has been producing solid results both home and 
away. The only factor really in Bonnyrige’s favour is the 
Blue Devils’ poor form on this ground over the years. 

Bonnyrigg are looking to strengthen their squad fur- 
ther after the signings of Jimmy Aschner and Sam 


Larocea in recent weeks, Midweek news will be read 
with interest. 

Bonnyrigg have been finding it very hard to score 
goals, They will take no comfort from heating that 
Belconnen skipper and goalkeeper Tony Giannasca is 
back between the posts for this one, after Jimmy Carr 
stood in so Well following his skipper’s sending off in the 
APLA. game a fortnight ago. 

With Danny Macor lacking much punch at the 
moment and needing some goals to press renewed 
claims for the Golden Boot, ahead of team mate, Hija 
Prenzoski, it could be a game of many goals. Bonnyrigg 
are likely to push for goals as well and try to outscore 
their opponents. 

The demanding Bonnyrigg fans will appreciate noth- 
ing less. 


20 A.P.IA. Leichhardt Tigers | com oer St George Saints 
= eo) vs © ‘ vs 
: Central Coast United _| . __ Bankstown City Lions 


"sunday 15th February at Lambert Park 


Saturday 14th February at St George Stadium 
Kick-Off 5.00pm First Grade / 3.00pm Grade.20 | 


Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


lither A.PI.A.? After their home loss to Rockdale 

last Sunday and the disappointing 2-2 draw at 

hhome to Belconnen the previous week all we can really 

say is that the side appears to have lost its way in recent 
weeks, 

Against the teams above them, or the teams chal- 
Tenging for honours, they have been found wanting. 
Four defeats in ten matches is hardly the form ofa side 
that wanted to finiSh first past the post. 

‘The goals just aren't coming and key striker Zlatko 
Arambasic and this year’s new man, James Monie, are 
simply not delivering the goods. 

Perhaps it is the midfield that is not creating enough 
chances? The loss to injury of James Stubbs-Mills many 
weeks back has hit the side's ability to win ball in the 
middle of the park very hard. 


Canterbury-Marrickville 
vs 
en) | 
Gy | Blacktown City Demons 


Last year’s driving force, Marcus Stergiopoulos, has 
never really been replaced and the chances are not being 
created; when they are the shot-shy Tigers’ attack is not 
hitting the target or not getting into scoring positions as 
often as they should. 

No doubt after the latest loss the team will undergo 
another reshuffle. 

Opponents Central Coast have enjoyed mixed for- 
tunes on this ground. Given the way they are playing 
away from home this season it is hard to see the Coast 
United side being hammered by an A.PLA. attack that 
hhas managed just 13 goals in ten matches, six of those 
games being at home. 

‘The men from Pluim Park made Penrith fight every 
inch of the way last weekend and they are just as likely 
to give Leichhardt a run for their money. 


t. George continued to reign at the top of the league 

ladder, their 1-0 win over Blacktown City testament 
to a team that is growing in confidence and reputation 
every week. 

Based around a hardworking midfield led by Gabriel 
Mendez and Raphael Bove the Saints have a strong 
squad capable of testing any side in the league, 

Midfielder Max Sevares should be available this 
week after recovering from a groin strain while coach 
Manny Spanoudakis will have to decide between 
Richard Patrizi, suffering from a hand injury, and Phil 
Weston, with a groin strain, for the number one shirt 
with both goalkcepers expected to undergo a late fitness 
test. Ivan Zelic made his first appearance for the cluboff 
the bench last week and could also be included in the 
Tun-on side. 


Bankstowg,City have moved to within a win of the 
top five, buoyed by a 3-0 win over Bonnyrigg, Coach 
Andy Papoulias was an interested spectator at the Saints 
game against Blacktown and is confident his side can 
make an impression this week. 

“They play a very attacking game and have good 
depth in all their positions,” said Papoulias, “But no 
team is unbeatable and if our boys play to their full 
potential I expect this to be a very close match,” 
Papoulias will have Sasa Trajcevski and Alex Trpkoski 
available after both players missed the Bonnyrigg game 
with injury. 

Tnnine league meetings between these two clubs, itis 
Bankstown City that holds the Whip hand, Remarkably 
they have never been beaten in nine matches at St 
George Stadium winning five with four drawn, 


Kick-Off 5.00pm First Grade vA 3.00pm Grade 20 


[ Sunday 15th February at Henson Park 


Sunday 15th February at Melita Stadium 


| Kick-Off 6.00pm First Grade / 4.00pm Grade 20 


Pose ago Canterbury were all but written off as a 
genuine top five threat but a 2-1 win over 
Parramatta Eagles last week has bought them back into 
contention. 

‘They will have to string a few wins together but with 
John Sentas at the helm anything is possible. 

“[ know I have been saying this for a while now but 
there is still a lot of work to do here,” said Sentas. 

“We have been reviewing the playing squad and have 
scheduled an extra training session each week in a bid to 
get the team right. 

The win last week will do wonders for our confi- 
dence and we'll be improved by that effort and expect to 
ive Blacktown a real run for their money.” 

Sentas is expected to add new signings Alex Leris 
and Nick Boliants to the squad this week, while Alan 


Picken is expected to be ito play after recoveting from 
an injured heel. Blacktown City were a tad unlucky last 
week when beaten 1-0 by a late James Kovas goal 
against St. George. 

‘This week they'll have influential midfielder Marcus 
Phillips available and he is all but certain to start as 
coach Brian Brown fooks to bounce: back from that 
tough loss. 

This week will be the 41st state league match played 
between these two sides, since they first met in season 
1978 when Blacktown City were known as Toongabbie. 

The Demons dominate the head-to-head statistics 
with eighteen wins from forty games with fourteen 
drawn. 

Last season the two games both ended in hard-fought 
one all draws. ‘ 


ave Parramatta Eagles run out of steam? That is the 

big question after the team lost its second game in 
4 row at the fortress-ike Melita Stadium last Sunday in 
searing heat. 

Eagles mentor, Trevor Morgan, exceeded most spec- 
tators expectations in having his side in the top five a 
couple of weeks back but successive losses have 
brought the Eagles plummeting back down to earth. 

Here, then, is theit chance to regain lost ground and 
sharpen their talons by taking the steam out of the form 
side. Penrith are unbeaten in 2004, with just one draw, a 
tough, hard-fought game against leaders St George, and 
four solid wins since the Christmas break. 

‘They have a good formula with Daniel McCann run- 
ning into top form, Jason Connolly giving the attack 
plenty of punch, and the whole team performing to its 


full potential, There is no reason why they cannot extend 
their unbeaten run for another week as we reach the 
half way stage of the competition. Parramatta will have 
something to say about that for sure. 

They do have a solid defence, but were hit hard last 
‘Sunday by two early Canterbury goals and were unable 
to recover. Not known as a prolific goalscoring side the 
Eagles do have a lot of resolve and they should find 
Penrith a little less likely to go on a goalscoring spree 
than most of the other sides in the league, 

‘Time will tell, but we can see the Panthers playing it 
both tightly and cautiously and being respectful of their 
‘opponents, especially.as the Eagles will have the Melita 
faithful right behind them. 

Itisa game, like many this season, that is very hard 
to predict. 
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20604 Continental Tyres Cup 
Kicks Off This Weekend - 


ound One of the 2004 

Continental Tyres Cup kicks 

ff this weekend, 14-15th 
February, 2004. 

This inaugural statewide knock-out 
competition will involve 78 teams from 
the NSW Premier League, Winter 
Super League, State League Divisions 
one, two and three, Association club 
teams and a Western Branch represen- 
tative team. - 

Continental Tyres is proud to be 
associated with this exciting new com- 
petition that gives the opportunity for 
grass-roots soccer clubs to pit them- 
selves against the semi-professional 


‘|| ganks. This is the first year of a three- 


‘year sponsorship deal in the lead-up to 


the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany, 
of which Continental Tyres is an offi- 
cial partner. Rounds One and Two see 
the 62 unseeded teams vie for the right 
to challenge the 16 seeded teams from 
the NSW Premier Ledgue and Winter 
Super League in Round Three. 

All teams will be looking to share in 
the $58,000 in prize money on offer, 
with the Cup winner receiving a cool 
$20,000 and the runners-up $8,000. 

Matches of interest in Round One 
include the double-header at Cromer 
Park on Saturday night (14/2/04) when 
Winter Super League outfit, the Ryde 
City Gunners take on the 2003 
Champion of Champions, Brookvale 
Soccer Club from the Manly- 


Warringah Soccer Association (kick- 
off 4:30pm), whilst in the later game 
State League Division Three outfit, 
Gladesville United take on the Manly- 
Wartingah Dolphins from the Winter 
Super League (kick-off 7:00pm). 

On Sunday the pick of the matches 
will be Stanmore Hawks (Winter Super 
League) against the Camden Tigers 
(State League Division One) at 
Arlington Oyal (Kick-off 5:30pm), 
Springwood (State League Division 
Two) up against Sydney University 
(Winter Super League) at 
Summerhayes Park, Springwood 
(Kick-off 4:00pm), Hurstville ZSC 
(Winter Super League) against Mt 
Pritchard (State League Division One) 
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and Liverpool Bossy (State League 
Division One) against the Nepean 
Association (State League Division 
One) at Ernie Smith Reserve 
Moorebank (kick-off 6:00pm). 

One of the most intriguing match- 
ups in Round One is the ‘David and 
Goliath Battle’ between the little 
known Sydney Dwarfs team from the 
Granville & Districts Soccer Football 
Association (GDSFA) and MSC 
Liverpool from the Winter Super 
League. 

The Dwarfs won the 2003 GDSFA 
Premier League minor premiership and 
were also Grand Final winners in First 
and Reserve grade. 


Tf there was ever a fixture that typi- 
fies the thrill of a°cup competition this 
isit. : 

In conjunction with the competition, 
soccer fans who purchase four 
Continental tyres (until 30 April) will 
receive a free double pass to any 2004 
Continental Tyres Cup fixture (excl 
semi-final & finals) and also go in the 
draw to win a trip for two to the 2006 
FIFA World Cup in Germagy. 

For the latest results, news and infor- 
mation about the 2004 Continental 
Tyres Cup, please check out the 2004 
Continental Tyres Cup Website at 
www.soccernsw.com.au/nswete 


Regional Soccer Development Coach 
South Coast & Southern Tableland Districts 


(Re-advertised Position) Full Time A 

New applications are sought from suitably qualified soccer development 
coaches for the above position based in NSW's south coast/southern table- 
land area. . 

Knowledge and experience working with coaches, athletes and schools 
development is essential from grass roots through to elite levels. 


Essential Criteria: 

@ Senior Licence (ACC level 2) 

@ Instructors License 

@ Experience in coaching elite level players - 

@ Knowledge of soccer's organisational and program structure in NSW 
@ Excellent time management and organisational skills 


This is a contracted position of three (3) years with an initial three (3) 
month probationary period. 


This position is a Child Related Position and will be subject to a Working 
With Children Check. e 
Prohibited Persons need not apply. 


Applications should be forwarded marked private & confidential by 
February 13 2004 to: - 

Linda Christie 

Human Resources 

PO Box 6146 

BAULKHAM HILLS BC NSW 2153 

linda@soccernsw.com.au 

ph 02 8814 4400 fax 02 9629 3770 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 

Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 443: 


SOCCER NS 


The culling of Canterbury 
‘The culling of players at Henson Park continues 
with two more being released this week. Defender 
Dayid Ceryinski and striker Todd MacRae have been 
released by the club as coach John Sentas reviews the 
squad in a bid to put the Berries in a winning frame 
of mind. 

“It was a shame to lose a player of David’s quali- 
ty but it was a club decision,” said Sentas. “Living in 
‘Wollongong David could only train once a week and 
given we were going to lose his Illawarra club 
in March the club mad mn to free up a spot. 
‘Todd left for personal reasons and we wish both 
players the best of luck with their future endeavors.” 

“Sentas, ha d lick Boliantis 

E looking e 
“Alex played second grade against Parramatta and 
had a strong match, so he’ll-come into calculations 
this week,” said Sentas. “Nick is still a week away 
from being fit enough so we'll see how he goes at 
| training this week before making a decision on his 

‘availability for the St. George game.” 


Lions recruit Nohra 
Bankstown City Lions coach Andy Papoulias has 
added a third player to go with his two recent sign- 
ings of Sean Babic and Milan Bosnar. George Nohra, 


Les Scheinflug, former Socceroo and national 
technical coach giving Bankstown coach Andy 


Papoulias some handy hints 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


formerly with Sydney United, prior to that with 
Canterbury-Marrickville, has arrived at Jensen Park 
and got through a good 65: minutes of the game 
against Bonnyrigg last Sunday. 


Brown down in Bonnyri: 
Bonnyrigg have confirmed that their coach will be 
Gordon Brown, Having lost both his games in charge 

‘one must wonder how long he’ll be there. 


Hutcho joins the Eagles 
_ Parramatta Eagles have added Rod Hutchinson to 
their squad. ‘Hutcho’ played second grade against 
his former club Canterbury over the weekend and 
according to all reports had a strong game. 


Giraldo and ‘Puerta Bonita’ 

Ryde City midfielder Eduardo Giraldo flies out to, 
Spain next Monday to link up with Spanish Third 
Division club ‘Puerta Bonita.’ The sweeper\mid- 
fielder has been asked to complete a two-Week trial 

i it club, and should he impress 
will be playing against the likes of Real Madrid’s C 
team, 


‘The other former NSW state league player making 
waves over in Spain is former Canterbury and St. 
George goalkeeper Jose Bello-Amigo who is cur- 
— rently playing in the Spanish Second 

EB division. 


Hurstville loses Badrov 

Hurstville, ZSC defender Joe Badrov 
will miss the Winter Super League sea- 
son after suffering a torn anterior ¢cruci- 
ate ligament in their trial game against 
Northern Tigers. 

Badrov goes under the knife for a full 
reconstruction this week and won't 
resume football related activities until 

} January 2005. 


Sutherland’s missing guns 
Sutherland coach Vic Ellul is another 
to tue his bad luck after losing a couple 
of young guns. * 
Midfielder Andrew Smith broke his leg 
at a recent trial game with Sydney 


University while Chris Hunt and Mark + 


Lancaster haye also suffered ifjuries that 
will keep them sidelined forthe next four 
| weeks. 
Smith had been showing some good 
form during pre-season and will miss at 
least the next three months. 


ne a TS 
University recruits 
Sydney University coach Stewart Porter has 
signed Enzo Sansone from AC United and Peter 
Satos — who played in the New Zealand First 
Division 2003 season — as well as resigning former 
Hearts midfielder Andy Christie. 
Midfielder David Gill will be indefinitely unavail- 
able as he undergoes an arthroscope on his knee this 
week. 


Washington buys Zabaks for 
winter 
Washington Gonzalez has made his first signing 
for the new season agreeing to terms with goalkeep- 
er Philip Zabaks. 
Having just returned from trials overseas Zabaks 
has decided to play a full Winter season at home and 
will bea more than handy signing for the Rams, 


Keepers asleep on the job: new defensive technique being trialed over the weekend 


For all your Soccer accesories including boxed style goal 
_ nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training domes, 
_ fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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The rise and rise of soccer 


‘SW soccer will be bursting at the seams 
this year with expectations of record- 
breaking numbers of new registrations 
across NSW. 
With registration drives occurring across the 
state, many are hopeful of a bumper crop of 
new recruits. 
Last year saw 172,000 new registra- 
tions across the state, the largest ever 
recorded. But Chairman of the 
Council of Associations and Vice 
President of Soccer NSW, Jim Forrest, 
feels that that is just the beginning of a 
huge rise in soccer’s popularity 
statewide. 
“Ror the last 15 years we've been 
looking at six or seven per-cent 
growth per annum, this year we'll be 
hoping for at least an eight per-cent growth, 
which means new registrations upwards of 
190,000. 
“P'm not exactly sure why we're experi- 
encing such growth; the [recent] World 
Cup may have had something to do with 
it,” he said, 
One of the biggest winners in the recent 
upsurge has been women’s soccer, It 
has experienced rapid growth in the last 
decade, of around 12-15 percent per annum, with last 
year seeing’a massive 28.5 percent growth in regis- 


trations, While soccer officials are perplexed by the 

phenomenal growth being experienced within the 

ranks of women’s soccer, it seems there are a number 
of reasons for the rise in recent years. 

“Movies like “Bend it Like Beckham’ have 

had an influence”, said Taryn Rockall, 

NSW Sapphires Captain and Female 

Participation Manager for Soccer 

NSW, “also parents are learning to 

not be as traditional in their views on 

what their daughters can play; many 

2 more are letting their girls take up soc- 

cer, instead of traditional sports like 

netball.” 

Thitiatives by Ms Rockall and others in 

the Female Participation Scheme at 

Soccer NSW have also served to 

invigorate an interest in soccer 

young women 


“We started a program [four years 

ago] called ‘Why should the boys have 

all the fun?’ going out to schools and run- 

ning soccer sessions (teaching basic soccer tech- 

niques such as dribbling and passing as well as 

games and talks) which has helped girls learn that 

there are other team games they can play other than 
netball which are still fun,” 

Whatever the reasons, it seems that amateur soccer 

is set for a bumper season in 2004. 


TOUR TO THAILAND 


October 3 - 16 
U14 Boys and Girls 
Soccer NSW Select Teams 2004 


The 3rd Annual Tour to Thailand is now being organised for the above dates. 


Boys and girls in the 13 to 14 year ‘age group who consider themselves to be above average 
players are invited to apply for an Expression of Interest form to join this exciting tour. 


The tour provides the opportunity for players to be exposed to excellent competition on first class 
pitches in an international environment. All players who have previously participated can testify that 
the opposition provided and the quality of all accommodation and tours are well worthwhile. 


The travelling teams will be coached by experienced Soccer NSW Coaches who regard the 
preparation and tour as a total professional learning experience. 


The tour is a fully inclusive tour and should you require an Expression of Interest form with details 
of costs and a’Preliminary Itinerary this can be arranged by contacting Special Projects Dept at 


Soccer NSW as follows: 


Sandra Sheehan: Tel: (02) 8814 4422 Fax: (02) 9629 3770 
Email Address: projects@soccernsw.com.au 
Limited vacancies exist for supporters to tour with the squad. 
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Media and 
Communications 


An exciting opportunity exists for a suitably qualified and experienced 
person to join Soccer NSW in the role of Media and Communications. 


The successful applicant will primarily be responsible for coordinating 
all internal and external corporate communications and seeking to 
identify further communication opportunities for the organisation. 


Other responsibilities will include, but not be limited to, 
Collation and sub-editing of editorial content for publication in general and 
specialist publications and the Soccer NSW website. 
Researching, writing, editing and distributing internal news and corporate 
publications for external stakeholders. 
Coordinating the planning and production of corporate média publications 
(e.g. Event Programs, Annual Reports, Newsletters etc). 
Create new leads and maintain existing positive relations with 
newspapers, other print media, television, radio and electronic media 

» outlets for the purposes of promoting,Soccer NSW and its stakeholders 


- 


Essential Criteria: 
Tertiary education in Journalism/Communications. + 
Previous experience in a Media/Editorial position. 
Experience with production/print deadlines with a strong eye for detail. 
Very strong written and verbal communications and excelent 
interpersonal skills, 
Experience with or strong knowledge of sporting organisations, 
Knowledge of MS Office products, Web Authoring software, 
Adobe Photoshop or similar graphic design or photo editing software, 
e Must have own transport, and 
® Must be able to work weekends and/or evenings, - 


This position is a Child Related Position and will be subject to a Working With 
Children Check. Prohibited Persons need not apply. 


This is a full time role. Remuneration will be commensurate with qualifications 
and experience. For further information contact Linda Christie - Human 
Resources, on (02) 8814 4400 or email linda@soccernsw.com.au ‘ 


Applications Close February 13 2004. Forward your resume marked Private 
& Confidential to: 


Linda Christie - Human Resources 
PO BOX 6146, Baulkham Hills BC 2153 
linda@soccernsw.com.au 
P 02 8814 4400 F 02 
9629 3770 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
» Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


Ph | 


jast week this column wrote about Real Madrid and the fact 

that they are looking to buy Italy and Roma star Francesco 
Totti. The newspaper articles about this possible move have only 
increased in Italy in the last week. 

‘The Real Madrid Football Director, Jorge Valdano, the former 
Argentinian international, has stated that he would love to see 
Totti and Zinedine Zidane together at the great club, 

Furthermore, if newspaper reports are true, even David 
Beckham has jumped on the bandwagon. Beckham, who is sim- 
ply adored in Madrid, has apparently expressed a wish to play 
alongside Totti. 

There is certainly a lot of mileage in this story and we are cer- 
tain that we have not heard the last of Totti’s possible move. 

kkk 
C Milan look to be running away with the Serie A 
Scudetto even before last weekend’s matches were 
played. After 19 rounds they were five points clear of both Roma 
and Juyentus. 

There are some amazing statistics to consider at this stage 
‘after 19 rounds for the top three clubs and the bottom two clubs 
Perugia and Ancona. 

AC Milan have only lost one Serie A fixture and both 
Juventus and Roma have only been beaten twice. AC Milan and 
Roma have amazingly only conceded nine goals in those 19 
games which is a big credit to each side’s defence and goalkeep- 
er, 

‘AC Milan generally play with a four-man defence in Cafu, 
Nesta, Maldini and Pancaro, while Roma prefer the three-man 
defence in Samuel, Panucci and Chiyu, 

Juyentus on the other hand have conceded 21 goals and have 
tused a rotation policy in their team. Their four-man backline is 
generally composed from these five players: Thuram, Iuliano, 


Legrottaglie, Montero and Zambrotta. 


f Juventus have scored more goals than any other 
iam (42) but given that their forward line includes Nedved, Del 
Piero and Trezeguet it is easy to see why. There is surely no bet- 
ter attacking trio at any other club in the world, except for per- 
haps at Real Madrid, 

AC Milan and Roma have both scored 37 goals, so after 19 
rounds at least, they have an identical tally of goals scored and 
goals conceded, 

AUAC Milan the striker is the great Ukrainian Shevchenko 
with Rui Costa and Kaka tucked in behind him. However, 
‘Tomasson and Serginho have also been part of that formation at 
various times. Roma’s frontline this year has been Totti, Cassano 
and Carew and all three have really been in splendid form. 

At the bottom end of the table we have Ancona and Perugia 
who both, after 19 rounds, have not won a single Serie A match. 

It can expected from the likes of Ancona because they were 
not expected to have any real impact on the Serie A. They were 
promoted last year for only the second time in their history. 

Ancona have scored only seven goals and conceded 37. In 
both cases that is the worst record of any Serie A side so far, 
They are really a team of no-frills players and could not expect 
any better. 

Perugia on the other hand have been really disappointing. 
Coached by the flamboyant Serse Cosmi, who was once seen as 
representing a new and exciting younger generation of coaches, 
the little Umbran club has really not performed as expected. 

Cosmi was even touted at one stage as the next Roma coach, 
such was seen to be his potential only a short while ago. 
Nevertheless he will still probably move to a bigger club at the 
end of the season because one failed season does not ruin a 
career, 

Australian goalkeeper Zejlko Kalac would do well to leave the 
club at the end of the year too otherwise he will have to play in 
the Serie B. 

Earlier in the season there was talk of a possible move to Serie 
B club Fiorentina and, despite the fact that they are languishing 
in mid table, there is a lot more potential at Fiorentina thaa at 
Perugia. 

Perugia have the flamboyant, and most would say crazy, 
President Luciano Gaucci. This is the same man who signed the 


_| son of Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi, only for him not to play a 


‘game and then test positive to performance-enhancing drugs. 

Jtis also the same man that insisted he was going to sign a 
blonde, good-looking, Swedish female soccer player, only to be 
Tejected by the female players he approached and then by FIFA. 
Given all that is it any wonder that Perugia have yet to win a 
match. 
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‘SW readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 

10,00pm forall the latest soccer news locally and abroad 

with myself, Joseph Carlucci, Mark Stayroulakis and Stuart 
Jones. - 


ROMA ...........4 
JUVENTUS .......0 


ntonio Cassano scored twice as Roma crushed 
talian champions Juventus 4-0 to keep within 
five points of Serie A leaders AC Milan. 

Third-placed Juve, who now trail Milan by eight 
points, had defender Paolo Montero sent off and 
striker David Trezeguet missed a penalty for 
Marcello Lippi’s side, 

Frenchman Olivier Dacourt put Roma ahead in 
the 13th minute and then Francesco Totti made it 2- 
O eight minutes after the break, converting a penal- 
ty after Montero had upended Antonio Cassano. 

‘Three minutes later Uruguayan Montero was 
dismissed after a crude foul on Totti and the game 
was all but over for Juve when Cassano made it 
3-0 in the 71st minute. 

Cassano completed a great night for Roma with 
a header from a Mancini cross five minutes from 
the end. 


AC MILAN 
PERUGIA 


brilliant free-kick from Portuguese interna- 
tional Rui Costa and a penalty from Andrea 
Pirlo gave the league leaders victory. 

Costa broke the deadlock with a magnificent 
74th minute curling free-kick and three minutes 
later Filippo Inzaghi was brought down by keeper 
Zeljko Kalac allowing Pirlo to convert. 

Winless Perugia pushed forward and were given 
hope six minutes from time when Salvatore Fresi 


slotted home a penalty after Massimiliano Fusani . 


was brought down in the box by Giuseppe Pancaro 
‘who was sent off. 


MODENA .....0502 

1- 

grab all 

three points against 10-man Ancona in this 
relegation clash. 


Striker Christian Bucchi gave winless Ancona a 
sixth minute lead, taking advantage of a defensive 
error to chip keeper Marco Ballotta. 

Massimo Marazzina equalised shortly before the 
interval with a deflected header. Ancona were 
down to 10 men soon after when Bucchi was harsh- 
ly sent off for elbowing on Nicola Campedelli. 

The restart saw Modena pile forward and 
deservedly take the lead after 61 minutes when 
Omar Milanetto scored after a run by Fabio 
Vignaroli. 


Marco Cassetti scored Lecce's winning 
goal in the 2-3 win at Chievo. 


SAMPDORIA ...... .2 
INTER MILAN .-.... .2 


fo goals on his return from injury by swiker 
Christian Vieri gave Inter Milan a hard-earned 
point in Genoa. 
He gave Inter the lead on the half hour mark, 
heading home an Alvaro Recoba free-kick. 
Giacomo Cipriani equalised 15 minutes after the 
restart when he slotted home from the edge of the 
box but Vieri restored Inter’s lead on 78 minutes, 
taking advantage of a scramble in the Sampdoria 
box and rifling past Francesco Antonioli. 
Sampdoria never gave up and five minutes from 
time midfielder Cristiano Doni slotted home a 
penalty after Inter’s Fabio Cannavaro brought 
down Cipriani in the box. 


After a scoreless first half, relegation-threatened 
Empoli poured forward and were rewarded after 69 
minutes when Rocchi tured in the box and fired 
past keeper Generoso Rossi. He 


UDINESE .........+1 
BOLOGNA .........3 


ologna made it four wins in five games with a 
dramatic 3-1 victory against Udinese, 

Carlo Mazzone’s side were deep in relegation 
trouble a few weeks ago but they have now sailed 
into the relatively secure harbour of mid-table fol- 
lowing their recent good run. 

Udinese old-boy Tomas Locatelli put them 
ahead in the first half with a fine effort, and the 
home side were lucky torgo in level through Marek 
Jankuloyski’s volley on the stroke of half-time.” 

The visitors regained the lead on 47 minutes 
with Hidetoshi Nakata’s first goal for the club 
before Leo Colucci hit a breakaway third for the 
Rossoblu one minute from time. j 

‘Udinese's Martin Jorgensen then missed a twice- 
taken penalty to complete a bad night for Luciano 
Spalletti’s team. 


CHIEVO 
LECCE ..nceccnnedd 


ecce moved five points clear of the Serie A rel- 
gation zone after a hard-eamed 3-2 victory at 
Chievo. 

‘The lowly Giallorossi stunned the hosts with two 
goals inside the opening 21 minutes with Andrea 
Barzagli putting the ball into his own net and 
Ernesto Chevanton making it 2-0. 

Sequeira Luciano pulled a goal back on the 
stroke of half-time for the mid-table home side but 
Marco Cassetti restored the two-goal deficit in the 
‘S7th minute, 

Lorenzo D’Anna pulled a goal back from the 
penalty spot for Chievo late on but it was,too little 
too late for his side. 


Ascoli 0 Salernitana 0, Atalanta 0 Piacenza | PARMA .......2+..0 
1, Catania 0 Como 0, Livorno 1 Genoa 1, | LAZIO . 2a eeene need 
Napoli 1 Messina 0, Palermo 1 Avellino 1, llaudio Lopez scored twice and Bernardo = 
Pescara 0 Cagliari 1, Ternana 0 Albinoleffe i added a third as Lazio came away with — 
0, Treviso 0 Verona 2, Triestina 2 Fiorentina | 3 comfortable win. 
1, Vicenza 3 Venezia 1, (Torino vs Bari ~ Lopez put Roberto Mancini’s side in the lead SERIE fi 
Tuesday AEDT) with a 39th-minute penalty after defender Paolo | Chievo 2 Lecce 3, Udinese 1 Bologna 3, 
Cannavaro had brought down Bemardo Corradi. Empoli 1 Siena 0, AC Milan 2 Perugia 1, 
P DL F A Pts Lopez added his second early in the second half Modena 2 Ancona 1, Parma 0 Lazio 3, | 
26 11 13 2 33 -1846 | before Corradi headed the third. Reggina 0 Brescia 0, Roma 4 Juventus 0, 
26 13.7 6 38 -2546 Sampdoria 2 Inter Milan 2. 
26 11 I 4 35 -2144 
%*28 6 7 214 | REGGINA.........0 PWDL FAP 
2% 118 7. 43 2941 | BRESCIA .........0 9 153 1 37 9 48 
26 10 11 5 34-2641 eacecti td. fo a chant at the 19134 2 379 3 
269 12.5 32 -2539 pains ingtis ely seeeaicn dora 19B4 2 2 143 
2010 shea eth OA Brescia started off well, coming close with an 19 105 4 33 13:35 
26 9 9 8 3M 436 | cont from Roberto Baggio but just as they were 199 6 4 28 2133 
25 9 8 9 33-2835 | ining momentom, defender Fabio Petruzzi was 19 103 6 27° 22:33 
5 7 33 -2734 1 sent off for his second bookable offence. 198 6 5 2 1930 
26 8 31 -3134 Re eins peattloce theongiicres aitesand IGRI Seay 31 38 
2 8 28 -2834 | Emiliano Bonazzoli while in the closing seconds 197 4.8 21 23.25 
ee 7 29 -3333 | substitute Shunsuke Nakamura’s free-kick shaved Is 7 7 28 922 
6 10 23 -3132 | the crossbar 195 6 8 27 2721 
a 2 2b 195 6 8 19 2621 
3 194 8 7 18 3020 
6 9 2 22 | EMPOLI ..........1 194 6 9 14 2518 
A e SIENA ......22.222+0 io ; aa 
second-half strike by top scorer Tommaso 
me Aer win against 19 Mi 35 
Siena in this Tuscan derby. Oss se 
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ig 
Manchester United's Ruud van Nistelrooy celebrates scoring his 100th goal for United 


CHELSEA ........-1 
CHARLTON ........0 


Chelsea failed to show real championship form 
in a poor game but ground out an important win 
against a team who beat them in December. 

‘The only goal was a Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 
penalty in the 28th minute after the Dutchman had 
been pulled down by Mark Fish. 

Chelsea's Romanian striker Adrian Mutu missed 
a hat-trick of opportunities in the last 10 minutes 
but Charlton failed to muster a single shot on tar- 
get. 


WOLVERHAMPTON ..1 
ARSENAL ........:3 


Wolves, who stunned Manchester United three 
weeks ago, again stood firm for45 minutes before: 
Arsenal took control after the break to register a 
club record 24-game unbeaten start to the league 
season, 

Edu fed Dennis Bergkamp to score after nine 
minutes but Wolves deservedly equalised with a 
half-volley by Tonel Ganea 

Arsenal, though, were too strong in the second 
half as goals by Thierry Henry and Kolo Toure, 
both created by Robert Pires, secured the points, 


BOLTON ....... 
LIVERPOOL .. 


Bolton's run of three successive Wins came to an 
end but they will be content with a point from a 
cracking game. 

Nicky Hunt's low drive had Bolton ahead after 
11 minutes and Harry Kewell and Michael Owen 
missed good chances for Liverpool but Sami 
Hyppia found the target five minutes ito the sec- 
ond half to make it 1-1. 

Bolton regained the lead through Youri 
Djorkaeff (58) but Steven Gerrard, again 
Liverpool's man of the match, levelled in the 69th 
fora deserved draw. 


EVERTON .....-....3 
MANCHESTER UTD . .4 


Everton fought back from 3-0 down after 30 
minutes to 3-3, only for Ruud van Nistelrooy to 
win it for the champions at the end. 

United were unstoppable in the first half. Louis 
Saha broke free to score after 10 minutes, Van 
Nistelrooy for his second after 24 and Saha got his 
second on the half-hour. 

* The Frenchman should have completed his hat- 
trick before halftime, missing a sitter, as did Van 
Nistelfooy, and Paul Scholes had earlier hit a post. 

Everton looked a new team in the second half 
and a diving header by David Unsworth, a John 
O'Stiea own goal and a Kevin Kilbane header had 
them level after 75 minutes. 

Both sides had further chances before Ronaldo 
crossed for Van Nistelrooy to head the winner in 
the 89th minute. 
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during the 3-4 win over Everton at Goodison Park. 


TOTTENHAM ......4 
PORTSMOUTH ......3 


Three times Tottenham led and three times 
Portsmouth pegged them back, only for Gus Poyet 
to grab a late winner. 

Jermain Defoe lashed home from the edge of the 
box 13 minutes into his Tottenham debut following 
his midweek transfer from West Ham United but 
Eyal Berkovic fortuitously levelled after 39 min- 
utes when a clearance hit him in the face and 
bounced in. 

Robbie Keane restored Tottenham's lead three 
minutes later with Portsmouth debutant Lomana 
LuaLua again equalising, 

Great trickery by Keane earned Spurs’s third 
after 79 minutes but another Portsmouth debutant, 
Ivica Morna, got yet another equaliser six minutes 
from time. 

‘Spurs, who blew a 3-0 lead to lose 4-3 to 10-man 
Manchester City in the Cup on Wednesday, this 
time got the seventh and deciding goal with Poyet's 
strike a minute from time. 


MIDDLESBROUGH ..0 
BLACKBURN ......1 


A fairy-tale debut for 20-year-old striker Jon 
Stead earned three points for Rovers. ° 

‘Two weeks ago he was playing for Huddersfield 
against Boston in the third division but following 
his move last week he repaid manager Graeme 
Souness’s faith by firing in the only goal after 39 
minutes. * 


Arsenal's Thierry Henry (right) fights for 
the control of the ball with 
Wolverhampton's Vio Ganea. 
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American goalkeeper Brad Friedel then did his 
job to keep Middlesbrough at bay in a second-half 
fightback. = i 


NEWCASTLE UTD ...3 
LEICESTER CITY ...1 


A comfortable win for Newcastle which lifts 
them to fourth place in the standings. 

Shola Ameobi gave them a deserved lead after 
30 minutes, experienced Leicester defender Gerry 
Taggart, recalled from his loan spell in Stoke in 
midweek, put through his own goal to make it 2-0 
and Jermaine Jenas made it three after an hour. 

Former Newcastle striker Les Ferdinand pulled 
one back with a late header. 


SOUTHAMPTON ....0 
FULHAM .........0 


‘The only game of the day not to produce a goal. 
Saints had the best of it but good goalkeeping by 
Edwin van der Sar kept them out, with his best save 
‘coming to deny Marian Pahars in the second half. 


ASTON VILLA ......2 
LEEDS UTD .......0 


Leeds fell to their sixth successive league defeat 
to remain bottom of the table while Villa's recovery 
continues, 

A week after beating Leicester City 5-0, Villa 
won at a canter with a Juan Pablo Angel penalty in 
first-half injury time and a Ronny Johnson header 
‘on the hour. 


MANCHESTER CITY .0 
BIRMINGHAM CITY .0 


After the fireworks of midweek, when 
Manchester City came from 3-0 down with 10 men. 
to beat Tottenham 4-3, it was back to reality with a 
low-quality goalless draw. 

‘The hosts had the better of the few chances but 
were denied by Birmingham goalkeeper Maik 
‘Taylor, who got down well to smother an Antoine 
Sibierski header in the only real goalmouth action 

.» of the first half and then produced an excellent dou- 
ble save to deny Robbie Fowler and Sibierski 


again. 


Liverpool's Steven Gerrard celebrates 
after scoring the Reds' second goal in the 
2-2 draw at Bolton. 


FIXTURES 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aston Villa 2 Leeds Utd 0, Bolton 2 Liverpool 2, Everton 
3 Manchester Utd 4, Middlesbrough 0 Blackburn 1, 
Newcastle Utd 3 Leicester City 1, Southampton 0 Fulham 
0, Tottenham 4 Portsmouth 3, Wolverhampton 1 Arsenal 
3, Chelsea 1 Chariton 0, Manchester City 0 Birmingham 
City 0. 


DLE A Pts 


PW 

% 177 0 47 16 58 
24 18 2 4 47 20 56 
416 4 4 44 19 52 
249 10 5 34 25 37 
10 7 7 32 26,37 
W9 8 7 34 26 35 
410 5 9 36 33 35 
49 6 9 28 27 33 
w8 9 7 30 36 33 
B8 8 o7 20 26 32 
yy ae ie aes =) 
%9 3 12:31 36 30 
23°F. Fi 9: T3AO TOR 
Ww7 5 1235 39 26 
w6 7 MW 33 25 
M5 9 1032 35 24 
w6 5 13:28 37 23 
M4 8 12 32 46°20 
M4 8 12 21 47 20 
4555 


Bradford 1 West Ham 2, Burnley 1 Gillingham 0, Derby 2 
Cardiff 2, Ipswich 1 Wigan 3, Millwall 1 Stoke 1, 
Nottingham Forest 0 Coyentry 1, Preston 3 West 
Bromwich 0, Rotherham 5 Reading 1, Sheffield Utd 0 
Crystal Palace 3, Walsall 1 Crewe 1, Watford 2 
Sunderland 2, Wimbledon 0 Norwich 1. 


PWODL 


017 8 587 6 
“3071S 9 6 42 27 
30 13 I 6 42 
30 147 9° 45 
30 12 12 6 43 
D939 87°38 
30 19%) 9 55 
29 13-7 9 46 
30 13:6 11 36 
30 11 1 8 "34 
3112 8 1 45 

30 11 10.9 48 
30 12 7 11 40°38 
309 13 8 38 34 
30 U7 12 39 41 

10 11 36 42 
9 
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Nottm Forest 
Bradford 
Wimbledon 


Barnsley 2 Hartlepool 2, Bristol City 3 Brentford 1, Luton 
1 Colchester 0, Peterborough 0 Chesterfield 2, Plymouth 0 
Bournemouth 0, Port Vale 3 Sheff Wednesday 0, QPR 3 
Notts County 2, Swindon 4 Rushden & D'monds 2, 
Tranmere 1 Blackpool 1, Wrexham 0 Stockport 0, 
Wycombe 1 Brighton 1, Oldham 6 Grimsby-0. a 


PWOLF A Pts 

3017 9 4 65 27 60 

30 16 9° 5 54 28 57 
Bristol City 29 15 10 4 43 22 55 
Swindon 30 13.9 8 46 37 48 
Barnsley 30 12 11 7 40 34 47 
Brighton 2913 7 9 42 31 46 
Port Vale 2913.6 10 47 42 45 
Wrexham 29°13 5 11 35 30 44 
Hartlepool 29 11:10 8 45 36 43 
Luton a7 11 9 7 42 39) 42 
Bournemouth 29 10 10 9 33 33 40 
Rushden & D'monds 29 11 6 12°49 47 39 
Blackpool 30 11 6 13 37 43 39 
Colchester 29 10 8 11 29 37 38 
Tranmere 29 8 13 8 33 40 37 
Oldham 30.8 12 10 46 45 36 
Sheff Wed 30-8 12 10 34 39 36 
Brentford 309 6 15 32 46 33 
Chesterfield 307 10 13 29 46 31 


onaldo and Roberto Carlos struck to give 
Rieter vin atne Malaga 
id keep the defending champions two 

points clear of in-form Valencia, 

Malaga, beaten 6-1 by Valencia last weekend, fell 
behind in the 25th minute when Ronaldo tumed ina 
Michel Salgado cross for his 19th league goal of the 
season. 

Roberto Carlos made it 2-0 with a cracking free 
kick just before the hour mark but Jose Juan Luque 
got Malaga back into the game with a well timed run 
and shot 15 minutes from the end. 

Real had a few nervous moments but held on for a 
victory that keeps them top with 52 points from 23 
matches. 

Real were briefly knocked off the top of the table 
with Valencia's easy 3-0 home win over Atletico 
Madrid, Valencia's win, featuring two goals from 
Mista and an outstanding long-range strike from 
Vicente, left them in second spot. 

Vicente set up the opener for Mista, floating over 
a corner from the left for the striker to head back 
across keeper Sergio Aragoneses and in. 

Sergi's second yellow card and Vicente's classy 
goal after 65 minutes settled the game before Mista's 
second soon afterwards following a smart cross from 


at the top of the Bundesliga after a 2-1 win at 
Borussia Monchengladbach, 

After falling behind toa 51st-minute Vaclav Sverkos 
strike Bremen levelled three minutes later courtesy of 
Ivan Klasnic. 

Mladen Krstajie was then dismissed with 19 minutes 
remaining but Werder showed championship class to 
Snatch the points in the 90th minute, with Frank 
Baumann the hero, * 

Champions Bayern Munich beat Hanover 3-1 and 
moved up 10 second place despite finishing with 10 
men, 

The four-times European champions, who had start- 
ed the year with a dismal 1-1 draw with league strug- 
glers Eintracht Frankfurt last weekend, gained a spot 
and stayed six points behind Bremen, 

Germany playmaker Michael Ballack showed 
Bayern the way when he headed home on 10 minutes. 
Brazilian midfielder Ze Roberto doubled the advantage 
from the edge of the box in the 66th minute, 

Bayer then lost Bllack fora second booking in the 


Ti Werder Bremen extended their lead 


Werder Bremen's Mladen sgetele (right) 
takes on Jeff Strasser of 
Moenchengladbach. 
Miguel Angel Angulo. Valencia’s victory made it 
nine goals in two games, following their success 
against Malaga last weekend. 

Two goals in one second-half minute allowed 10- 
man Deportivo La Coruna to keep their faint title 
hopes alive with a vital 2-0 victory at Albacete. 

The home side missed a second-half penalty and 
paid the price as Lionel Scaloni and Albert Luque 
both struck in the 59th minute for the Galicians, who 
also had their defender Hector sent off for pulling 
down Carlos Aranda inside the penalty area. 

But luckily for Depor, Aranda squandered the 
chance to drag his team back into the match, missing 
from the spot to complete a thoroughly miserable 


_ afternoon for Albacete. 


Depor are now six points behind the leaders. 

Barcelona continued their recent revival with an 
impressive 2-1 victory at Osasuna, one of their direct 
ae : for a Champions League place, in’a game that 

WW both teams reduced to 10 men. 

Javier Saviola put the visitors ahead just before the 


76th minute but 
two minutes later, 
Dutch striker Roy 
Makaay put the 
issue beyond 
doubt with a low 
drive from 18 
metres. 

Hanover pulled 
one back through 
substitute striker 
Stanko  Svitlica 
with eight minutes 
left. 

} VfB Stuttgart 
dropped a spot to 
third and fell 
seven points off 


Werder Bremen's Mladen 
Kristajic (right) takes on 
Jeff Strasser of the pace by losing 
Moenchengladbach. 1-0 at bottom club 
Hertha Berlin. Striker Fredi Bobic headed home the 
Winner with three minutes remaining. 

Kaiserslautern gave new boss Kurt Jara a winning 
start to his reign to pull themselves away from the drop 
zone and leave relegation rivals Cologne in even deep- 
er trouble with a 1-0 defeat. 

Jose Dominguez played the ball to Czech Republic 
striker Vratislav Lokvenc, the giant striker firing past 
Stefan Wessels from 10 yards on 23 minutes to secure 
all three points. 

Borussia Dortmund won 4-2 at Wolfsburg despite 
Martin Petroy giving the home side the lead from the 
penalty spot after 36 minutes. 

Nicolas Jensen, Jan Koller, Torsten Frings and Lars 
Ricken all found the net to give Matthias Sammer's side 
an unassailable lead before Fernando Baiano's late con- 
solation. . 

Niclas Jensen equalised for Dortmund from a free- 


break only for Francisco Punal to equalise from the 
penalty spot 21 minutes into the second half. 

But Ronaldinho netted the winner which takes 
Barca into a share of fourth place. 

Substitute Luis Enrique of Barca and Osasuna's 
Benito Alfredo Sanchez were both sent off four vio- 
Tent conduct in injury time. 

Barea move into fourth ahead of Athletic Bilbao, 
who pulled off a 2-1 win over Murcia. 

Ismael Urzaiz and Francisco Yeste (penalty) 
scored for the Basques, with Luis Garcia equalising 
for Murcia in between. 

‘This result leaves John Toshack's side staring into 
the abyss at the foot of the table. 

Savo Milosevic struck either side of half-time to 
ensure new Celta coach Radomir Antic won his first 
home game in charge after a slender 2-1 victory over 
Villarreal at the Balaidos Stadium. 

Antic, who has been linked with a move to 
Premiership club Tottenham, watched Milosevic put 
the hosts on course for a seemingly comfortable win 
but Villarreal's Brazilian striker Sonny Anderson 
scored six minutes from time to set up a nervy finale. 

Espanyol continued their own version of the Great 
Escape as they bid to avoid relegation by beating 
Valladolid 2-0 at the Olympic Stadium. 

Second-half goals from Raul Tamudo and Fredson 
gave Luis Fernandez's side their second win on the 
trot. Having beaten Villarreal last week there was an 
expectation in the air at the start of the match which 
has been missing for most of the season with the club 
in the relegation zone. 

Under Fernandez and with the acquisition of new 
players during Janney = especially Romanian 
Claudiu Raducanu is a real belief that the 
Catalans can escape the drop. 

Sevilla produced an outstanding second-half per- 
formance to get an emphatic 3-0 win against 
Mallorca. The Andalucian club went into the game 
looking anxiously over their shoulders but goals 
from Julio Baptista, Francisco Gallardo and Jose 
Luis Marti lifted them above Mallorca and into 13th 


kick two minutes from the break, scoring his first goal 
in the Bundesliga. 

Jan Koller then put the visitors ahead on the stroke of 
half time, before Torsten Frings lobbed the ball home on 
53 minutes to make it 3-1. 

Lars Ricken gaye Borussia a seeming unassailable 
lead after another lay-off from Czech giant Koller 
before Baiano pulled one back for the hosts with three 
minutes left. 

Bayer Leverkusen lost 2-1 at home to relegation- 

‘Unreatened Eintracht Frankfurt. 

Following last week's 1-0 defeat to Freiburg, Bayer 
desperately needed to bounce back but they were caught 
on the hop by a 2ist-minute opener from Ingo Hertzsch, 
who headed home Henning Burger's cross from just out- 
side the six-yard box. 

Leverkusen levelled on the hour mark by an equalis- 
er from Oliver Newville's close-range strike after good 
work by Dimitar Berbatoy. 

Lucio missed a golden opportunity to fire Bayer 
ahead whert he shot wide and they were made to pay 13 
“minutes from time when new-boy Ioannis Amanitidis 

‘outjumped Jens Nowotny to head home. 

Hansa Rostock won 4-1 at home to Freiburg, 
Antonio Di Salvo opening the scoring after just seven 
minutes. 

Reus Wilfried Sanou equalised after the break but the 
visitors’ joy proved short-lived with Magnus Arvidsson, 
Gernot Plassneger and Razunda Tjikuzu all getting on 
the scoresheet late on to complete an emphatic win. 

Bernardo Romeo's late strike earned Hamburg a 1-1 
draw at home to Bochum. 

Bochum's European challenge looked to have moved 
up a gear after Soren Colding's opening goal with 20 
minutes remaining before Romeo struck nine minutes 
from time. 

Colding gave his side the lead with the visitors’ first 
attack of the second-half. The goal was his first goal in 


in the table. : 

Real Betis kept their European hopes alive with a 
2-1 win at Racing Santander. 

Winger Joaquin enhanced his growing reputation 
with a dramatic injury-time winner that extended 
Betis! unbeaten run to six games. 

The game appeared to be heading towards a draw 
after Betis midfielder Zaradona Benjamin had gone 
from villain to hero by scoring at both ends but 
Joaquin, a reported target of Manchester United, 
pounced in the 94th minute to keep his side above 
Racing in the Primera Liga. . 


the Bundesliga. But just 11 minutes later, Romeo got his 
side back on level terms from close range to earn a point 
for Hamburg, which was the least they deserved. 
- Schalke were held to a goalless draw at home to 1860 
Munich, their seventh draw this season. 

But the point will prove useful for 1860, who are 
looking over their shoulders al,the relegation zone as 
they are currently 12th in the 18-team Bundesliga, 
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Scottish FA Cup 
4th Round 


Celtic striker Henrik Larsson cele- 
brates his goal against Hearts. 


eltic marched into the 

Tennents Scottish Cup 

quarter-finals after 
Stilian Petroy's double helped 
them to a 3-0 victory over 
Hearts, 

Craig Levein's Hearts are third 
in the SPL table but trail Martin 
O'Neill's leaders by a massive 28 
points. 

And the gap in class between 
the two sides was evident as 
early as the third minute of their 
encounter, when a slick move 
saw the visitors take the lead. 

Prolific frontman Henrik 
Larsson proved he is equally 
adept at setting up goals as scor- 
ing them when he threaded a 
defence-splitting through-ball to 
Petroy and saw the Bulgarian 
clinically slot the ball past keep- 
er Craig Gordon, 

The Bhoys then put the game 
beyond doubt on 32 minutes 
when Chris Sutton and Larsson 
combined brilliantly to once 
again set up Petroy, who lashed 
home a yicious half-volley. 

Celtic put the icing on the 
cake for O'Neill in stoppage time. 
when Gordon sayed Petroy's hat- 
trick attempt but saw the ball fall 
into the path of Larsson, who 
headed home a third goal. 

Rangers booked a Scottish 
Cup quarter-final showdown 
with Old Firm rivals Celtic by 
winning 2-0 at Kilmarnock. 


The 'Gers kept their season 


alive thanks to second- 
half goals from Ronald 
de Boer and Shota 
Arveladze. 

With Hibernian having 
knocked the holders out 
of the CIS Insurance 
Cup in a semi-final 
penalty shoot-out on 
Thursday night and 
Celtic so far ahead in the 
league, this competition 
represents the Ibrox 
club's only realistic hope 
of silverware this sea- 
son. 

Alex McLeish's side did 
manage to banish their 
penalty‘hoodoo however 
- Arveladze's clincher 
was from the spot. 

They went ahead on 62 
minutes when Christian 
Nerlinger set up Ronald 
de Boer for a fine goal, 

Controversy arrived in full 
force five minutes later when 
Rangers were awarded a penalty 
that Arveladze converted, albeit 
off a post, to wrap up the tie. 

Partick player-manager Gerry 
Britton led his side into the last 
eight as he netted a brace in the 
5-0 win over Hamilton. 

Jamie Mitchell, Paul McBride 
and Stephane Bonnes joined 
their manager on the scoresheet. 

“Motherwell also defeated 


lower division opposition, beat- | 


ing Queen of the South 3-2. 

Aberdeen ended the hopes of 
Falkirk with a 2-0 victory at 
Ochilview Park. After a tight 
first half, two goals in four min- 
utes sent the Dons through. 

Australian David Zadrilic net- 
ted the first on the hour mark 
before Scott Booth grabbed the 
second. 

‘The lower leagues will be rep- 
resented in the quarter-finals 
after Inverness Caledonian 
Thistle beat Division One rivals 
St Mirren 1-0. 

Derek Lilley was Livingston's 
hero again as he hit a stunning 
second-half hat-trick at City Park 
to.put his crisis-torn club into the 
quarter-finals courtesy of a 4-0 
rout of brave Spartans. 

Finally Clyde's match with 
Dunfermline was abandoned in 
the second half following a snow, 
storm at Broadwood Stadium. 


Greek Ethniki 
Katigoria 


Turkish Super 
League 


rabzonspor battled back 
from a goal down in the 


“second! bottom Adanaspor AS. 


Umit Ozan Kazmaz gave the vis- 
itors an early but the home team 
fought into contention in the sec- 
ond half and took maximum 
points thanks to goals from 
Erding Yavuz and Gokdeniz 
Karadeniz. The result meant that 
‘Trabzonspor secured third posi- 
tion in the standings, one point 
ahead of Denizlispor, 

League leaders Besiktas JK were 
still unsteady after their astonish- 
ing 4-0 home loss to Samsunspor 
last week during a 1-1 draw at 
MKE Ankaragiicii on Friday. 
‘Hiiseyin Kartal snatched a point 
for the home side five minutes 
from time after Timer Metin was 

Te 


sent off for a foul in the box. 
Besiktas had ‘opened 'the scoring’ 
in the 71st minute, Serdar 


Topraktepe po 
“take by. goalkeeper Zafer Ozetl- 


tekin. 

Second-placed Fenerbahce SK, 
however, reduced the gap at the 
top to three points by defeating 
Elazigspor rn) on Saturday. 


past peace SK 2-0, while 
Zafer Biryol’s 80th-minute 
equaliser salvaged a point for 
Konyaspor against 
Diyarbakirspor in a 1-1 draw. 
Galatasaray SK battled out a 0-0 
against lowly Bursaspor while 
Akcaabat Sebatspor defeated 
Istanbulspor AS 3-1 on their trav- 
els. 


African 
Nations Cup 


Nigeria’s Jay Jay Okocha celebrates a 


Nations Cup title 

and a record fifth tri- 

umph. 

Nigeria, who had 

never lost in nine 

previous Nations 
4 Cup quarter-final 


when captain Jay 

Jay Okocha fired 

one of his trademark 
} free kicks and John 
Utaka scored the 
winner on the break- 
away in the 73rd 
minute, 
Cameroon's. striker 
Samuel Eto'o, who 
had displayed litile 
of his potential in 
their three first- 
round matches, 
caught Nigeria with 


one of his goals during the recent 
African Nations Tournament. 


ameroon's four-year 
reign as holders of the 


tablished themselyes as 
Poe Contenders to aie 
throne. 
ee beat the champions 2-1 
duel between 


the finent’s Jwo footballing 


superpowers to book an intrigu- 
ing semi-final against hosts 
Tunisia at Rades on Thursday 
(AEDT). 

Cameroon had been seeking an 
unprecedented third successive 


advanced to the final four, i 
matical coming back from the. 


African Nations Cup brink of f defeat to beat neigh- 
came to an end while vile Nigeria "bours Algeria 3-1 after extra 


time in Sfax, 
Marouane Cl 
injury-time equaliser just ag 
Algeria looked ,poised. to,con- 
tinue their fairytale run in the 


—oumament, to force the game 


then Youssef Hadji and. Jawad 
Zairi added two more goals for 
lorocco, who meet Mali in 
jousse in the second semi-final. 
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KNVE: 


jax took a mas- 
sive step towards 
regaining the 


Dutch Eredivisie title by 
coming from a goal 
down to beat reigning 
champs PSY 2-1. 

Second-half goals from 
Wesley Sneijder and 
Nicolae Mitea got them 
home after PSV led 
through a first-half strike 
from Jan Venegoor of 
Hesselink. 

Third-placed 
Feyenoord failed to capi- 
talise on the slip by PSV 
as they were held 0-0 at 
Vitesse Arnhem. 

Feyenoord were unable 
to break through a stub- 
born Vitesse rearguard as 
the home side took anoth- 
er small step towards 
pulling away from the rel- 
egation zone. 

In Tilburg, Anour 
Hadouir's goal was 
enough to give Willem II 
a win over struggling 10- 
man ADO Den Haag, 
who had Kofi Mensah 
sent off for two bookable 


above NEC Nijmegen in 
the table with a comfort- 
able 2-0 win at the 
Oosterpark, 

Arvid Smit opened the 
scoring for Groningen on 
the hour mark and substi~ 
tute Chris de Witte made 
‘sure of the points with the 
second a minute from 
time, 

RBC Roosendaal's mis- 
erable home form contin- 


Dutch 


Eredivisie 


ued as they went down to 
a surprise 1-3 defeat to 
RKC Waalwijk. 

The hosts have now 
‘won just two of their nine 
fixtures at the Vast and 
Goed stadium this season. 

RKC seized the initia- 
tive after just four minutes 
- Yuri Cornelisse latching 
on to Zeljko Petrovic's 
through ball and chipping 
the advancing Maikel 
Aerts. 

Aerts could do little to 
prevent RKC doubling 
their advantage on 24 
minutes as_—Rick 
Hoogendorp was allowed 
to run unopposed towards 
the RBC goal and made 
no mistake with a low 
left-footed drive. 

The two-goal margin 
didn't last long, however, 
as RBC pulled one back 
almost immediately 
through Bjorn Daelemans 
however the visitors 
sealed the win on 83 min- 
utes through Said 
Boutahar. 

Heerenveen's hopes of 


they lost 4-3 to NAC 
Breda in an enthralling 
encounter. 

AZ Alkmaar continued 
their push for European 
football next season with 
a comprehensive 3-0 vic- 
tory over Volendam. 

Twente's outstanding 
season got even better as 
they secured a comfort- 
able 2-0 victory over 
rock-bottom Zwolle. 


Janding, a. place in Europe. 
“suffered a setback after 


Materazzi 
‘suspended 


nter Milan defender Marco Materazzi 
has been suspended until March 29 by 
the Italian Football League. 

Materazzi has been punished for an inci- 
dent that followed Inter’s 4-0 defeat of Siena 
on Sunday, after which Siena’s Bruno Cirillo 
was left with a split lip. 

‘The Italy international did not play in the 
game but had allegedly been taunting Cirillo 
= a former Inter player - from the bench 
throughout the match and is also reported to 
have thrown a punch at the defender entering 
the tunnel. 

Inter have been also been fined 5,000 euros 
($A8,500) by the Lega Calcio (Italian 
Football League) for Materazzi’s presence at 
pitchside during the Siena game. 

The former Everton player was not part of 
the Inter squad for the match and league rules 
preyent such players from sitting on or close 
to the bench, 

Materazzi, who is currently injured, is also 
banned from playing for the Italian national 
team during the period of his suspension. 

He will miss nine games in total, including 
Ttaly’s friendly with the Czech Republic in 
Palermo on February 18, the derby clash with 
city-rivals AC Milan and the meeting with 
high-fliers Roma at the Stadio Olimpico. 


IFA launched their 

centenary celebra- 

tions by unyeiling 
the first five from the list of 
the game’s 100 greatest liv- 
ing players chosen by Pelé, 
the undoubted No:1, 

The five players are 
Frenchman Thierry Henry, 
Treland’s Roy Keane, former 
German striker Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge, »- Roberto 
Baggio of Italy and Mia 
Hamm of the United States, 

The remaining players 
will be revealed at a gala 
tribute dinner in London on 
March 4 to which all 100 


Inter’s Bad Boy Marco Materazzi. 


“Tt reaches politics, cul- 
ture, economics, society, 
every walk of life.” 

FIFA was founded by 
seven national associations 
in Paris on May 21, 1904 and 
the highlight of this centen- 
nial year will be a match 
between five-time world 
champions Brazil and 1998 
world champions France, the 
country in which FIFA was 
formed. 

‘The match will take place 
at the Stade de France on 
May 20. 

Photographs featuring the 
100 best players will be 
exhibited in galleries and 


have been invited. 
FIFA’s deputy general 
secretary, Jerome 


Champagne, launching the 
100th anniversary celebra- 
tions, told a news confer- 
ence: “Football reaches the 


FIFA’s greatest ever 
Player Pelé will name 
his top 100 players of 

all-time. 
heart of everyone and this 
universality of the game 


“touches more than just sport. 


museums around the world 
this year, along with an exhi- 
bition “Pelé: The Art of the 
King” celebrating the life of 
Pele, FIFA’s Player of the 
20th Century. 


Davids assault charges dropped 


Dutch international Edgar Davids has 
had assault charges against him dropped, 
the Dutch public prosecutor announced last 
week. 

Davids was accused in February 2002 of 
beating his former girlfriend on numerous 
occasions, but the case was dropped because 
of ‘a lack of legal and convincing evidence’, 
spokeswoman Saskia de Klerk of the prose- 
cutor’s office said. 

Sarah Hagens, the former girlfriend of 
Davids, had accused the midfielder of 
assaulting her at least half a dozen times in 
the Netherlands and Italy between mid- 
1999 and early 2002, * 


Davids, currently playing for Barcelona, 
has always denied the allegations. 

“We are both very glad with this decision 
(to dismiss the case) which is absolutely 
right,’ lawyer Gerard Spong said on behalf 
of Davids. : 

“The prosecutor has taken no chances at 
all and has heard a large number of wit- 
nesses.” 

Dayids moved from Juventus to 
Barcelona on loan until the end of the sea- 
son with the Catalan club, coached by 
Dutchman Frank Rijkaard, having the 
option of extending the contract. 
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‘onaco extend- 
ed their lead at 
the top of 


Ligue 1 to seven points 
as Didier Deschamps’ 
men won 2-0 at Rennes 
while closest challengers 
Lyon suffered a shock 
home defeat by lowly 
Guingamp. 

Goals from Jaroslav 
Plasil and Gael Givet 
either side of half-time 
were enough to seal victo- 
ty for the Monegasques, 
who are now surely odds- 
on favourites to claim the 
title. 

That they are is largely 
due to Lyon's astounding 
1-0 defeat to Guingamp, 
who stole all three points 
thanks to an injury-time 
volley from Nisa Saveljic, 

They now have to share 
that honour with Auxerre, 
who confirmed their sta- 
tus as the form team in 
Ligue 1 with a 2-0 win at 
Rennes. 

French international 
Philippe Mexes and 
Bonaventure Kalou got 
the goals either side of 
half-time as Guy Roux's 
men pulled level with 
Lyon. 

But even Auxerre could 
not match thewachieve- 
ments of Paris St 
Germain, who blitzed 
Montpellier 6-1 “to stay 
one point further behind 
in fourth. 

The Paris outfit have 
seen their title charge 
slowed in recent weeks by 
four draws in six matches, 
but have once again 


announced their inten- 
tions with an impressive 
display at the Pare des 
Princes, 


Danijel Ljuboja and 
Pedro Pauleta both scored 
twice, ‘With Branko 
Boskovie and Reinaldo 
also on the scoresheet. 

Bordeaux produced a 

~hard-working display to 
outclass in-form Nantes 
2.0. 

Sochaux missed their 
chance to keep up the 
pressure on the leading 
pack as they surprisingly 
lost 2-0 at Lille, 

Sochaux are fifth, two 
points ahead of Marseille 
after a last minute winner 
from Steve Marlet saw 
Jose Anigo's men secure a 
welcome 2-1 victory 
against struggling 
Ajaccio. 

The Mediterraneay side 
followed up their” mid- 
week win over 
Montpellier with three 
more points to help revive 
their challenge for a 
Champions League place, 
but their opponents will 
be disappointed not to 
have held on for a valu- 
able draw.eas they battle 
for league safety. 

Strasbourg moved 
away from the Ligue 1 
lower reaches after a 3-0 
win at home to Le Mans. 

Bastia moved away 
from the relegation zone 
courtesy of a 1-0 win at 
home to Toulouse. 

Nice ran out comfort- 
able 4-0 winners at home 
to 10-man Lens, 
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